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TO GAS COMPANIES. 


IRE-CLAY Retorts and Fire Goods. 

The Advertiser has brought his Fire-Clay Retorts 

to great perfection, both as to quality and finish. Many 
have stood three and four years. 

Every description of Fire Goods in any quantity al- 
ways on hand. The Fire Clay is the very best in the 
North of England. Stock never less than 10,000 tons 
weathering. 





Orders promptly executed. 
Apply, G. H. Ramsay, of Derwenthaugb Fire-Brick 
Works, near NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 
Aug. 22, 1856. 


JOHN ROGERSON and CO., 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE anp MIDDLESBRO’- 
ON-TEES. 

Wrought and Cast Iron Pipes, Cast-Iron Retorts, and 

all kinds of Foundry Work necessary for Gas-Works. 

Fire-Bricks and Clay Retorts. Gas Coals of every 

description. Pig, Bar, and Plate Iron. 


DINAS FIRE BRICKS, RETORTS, 
AND CEMENTS. 


YOUNG & ALLEN, 
MANUFACTURERS OF DINAS FIRE BRICKS 
AND RETORTS 


NEATH, GLAMORGANSHIRE, 

Beg to draw the attention of the Engineers and Ma- 
nagers of Gas-works to the superior quality of their 
goods, and more especially to their BRICK RETORTS, 
which, in addition to the almost infusible nature of the 
Fire-Clay employed, have the great advantage, from its 
large excess of Silica, of EXPANDING BY THE APPLICA- 
TION OF HEAT, and q ly b ing d 
and less liable to leak by use. Their cost is less than 
that of the ordinary Clay Retorts. 

Young and Allen's DINAS FIRE-BRICKS and 
CEMENT have been long used for the linings of fur- 
naces exposed to high temperatures, and are well known 
in the London and other Gas-works. They can be 
forwarded by rail to all parts of the United Kingdom, 
and shipped by sea to all parts of the world, 

Prices on application as above. 




















GAS-WORK FOR SALE, 
IN A TOWN IN NORMANDY, FRANCE, 


RICE, Seven Years’ Purchase of the 


i“ net Annual Revenue, which amounts to about 

j £340, ‘A purchaser may thus realize 14 per cent. upon 
his capital by working it himself. The present pro- 

prietor retires on account of ill health. 

| For further particulars apply to Mons. Fissat, Law 
Agent, No, 60, Rue Impériale, Rovgn. 


PADDON AND FORD, 
PATENT GAS METER & APPARATUS WORKS, 
GRAY’S-INN-ROAD, LUNDON, 
Manufacturers of Wetand Dry Gas METERS, STATION 
Meters, GOVERNORS, EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS, 

Gas Stoves, and LANTERNS. 

Contractors for the erection or alteration of Gas 
Works; and every description of Apparatus required 
in Gas Works supplied. 

















WILLIAM STEPHENSON & SON, 
THROCKLEY, 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
MANUFACTURERS or EVERY DESCRIPTION or 


FIRE BRICKS, CLAY RETORTS, LUMPS, TILES, 
&e. &e. 
LONDON OFFICES: 
16, KING WILLIAM STREET, CITY. 
A large stock of Fire-Clay Goods always on hand in 
London, at the lowest wharf prices, at Messrs. 
Cuaistre and Co.’s Wharf, 64, Bankside, SourHWARK 


BRYAN DONKIN and CO.’s improved 
GAS VALVES have been adopted by numerous 
Gas Companies in England and abroad, and their ad- 
vantages and great security fully proved. Very large 
numbers are in use. Prices from lls. 6d. to 13s. 6d. 
per inch diameter. 
Bryan DONKIN and Co., 
Engineers, near Grange Road, BERMONDSEY. 


(GF ASHOLDER FOR SALE, 80 feet 


diameter by 20 feet deep. Manufactured by B. 
|| WHITEHOUSE, and in good condition, with 6 Guide 
Pe a and Guide Wheels complete. For further 
| particulars apply to Mr. Tuomas G. Bartow, 42, 
| | Parliament Street, WESTMINSTER, S. W. 
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| ROR SALE, an 8-inch Governor, com- 


Apply to Gas-Work$, Leicester. 
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COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
JOS. COWEN and CO., 

BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 
Were the only parties to whom a PRIZE MEDAL was 
awarded at the GREAT EXHIBITION of 1851, for **Gas 
Rertorts and OTHER OBJECTS in FIRE CLAY.” 

J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most ex- 
tensive Manufacturers of Fire Clay Retorts in the United 
Kingdom; and orders for Fire Clay Retorts of all 
shapes and dimensions, Fire Bricks, and every other 
article in Fire Clay, are promptly executed at their 
works as above. 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COAL AND COKE, 

Coal and Coke Office, 
Quay Sipg, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION, 
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JOHN RUSSELL AND CO, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY, 
STAFFORDSHIRE, 

and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Gas Tubes, 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 
Boilers, 

J. R. and Co, make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in a few days. 

The eminent Engineer, Mr. Perkins, confines himself 
altogether to the use of John Russell and Co.’s Tubes 
in his High-Pressure Steam Patents. 

Gun Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocks, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 
and Warranted. 








PATENT EQUITABLE GAS-METER 
is the most effective preventive of fraud by * tilting,” 
and is as simple in construction as the common meter. 

Manufactured only by 


W. COWAN, 
60, BUCCLEUCH STREET, 
EDINBURGH. 


IRNIE CANNEL.—The Proprietors 

of the PIRNIE COAL COMPANY are now pre- 
pared to ship their excellent Gas Coal in the Frith of 
Forth, or put iton the East Fife Railway. It contains 
but little sulphur, and yields over 10,000 feet of 26 candle 
as per ton. For particulars apply to Mr. RoBert 
CARRICK, Manager, PIRNIE COLLIERY, LEVEN, FIFE 


IGHTON MOOR GAS COALS.— 


Parties wishing to be supplied with these first- 
class Gas Coals will please to apply to Mr. MATTHEW 
NEsBIT, EIGHTON MOOR OFFICE, NEWCASTLE-UPON- 
Tyne. These coals are well known as among the 
richest in gas, and working the roundest on the River 
Tyne. They are extensively used by metropolitan gas 
works. 








HARRIS AND PEARSON, 
PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE BRICKS GAS RETORTS, &C, 
AMBLECOTE FirE CLAY AND Brick Woxks, 
STOURBRIDGE. 
Late in the occupation of I, and W. King. 
Originally J. Pideock, Esq. 


WILLIAM RYDER, 
RENERAL MINERAL AND METAL AGENT AND MERCHANT, 
4, DEAN STREET 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
is prepared to supply Gas and Water Companies with 
Apparatus and Appliances of every description, in- 
cluding Cast and Wrought Iron Goods, Coals, Fire- 
Bricks, Retorts, &c. &c. 





JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, 


WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 


7 Subscription { 15s.in Advance] Price 8d. 
° per Ann. @ 18s. Credit. Unstamped. 


BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE- 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLF-ON-TYNE. 


WILLIAM COCHRAN CARR, 


begs most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, Pro- 
vincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 
tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
has rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the 
Manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and that he is now 
prepared to execute the largest orders with punctuality 
and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 
Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice 
and on the most reasonable terms. 
London Agents : 
JAMES LAWRIE & CO., 
63, Op Broap STREET, City, LONDON. 


BENJAMIN GIBBONS, Jun., 
DEEPDALE FIRE-CLAY AND BRICK WORKS, 
Near DUDLEY, 


Manufacturer of every description of Fire-Bricks, 
Lumps, Quarries, Shields, Flue Covers, &c., to any size 
or shape required. 
FPIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
TO MODEL OR Drawinec. 

B. G. begs to call the attention of Gas Companies to 
his Fire-Clay Retorts, which have been used with great 
satisfaction in some of the largest Gas-Works in the 
Metropolis and many Provincial Towns in England. 

References given, if required. 





This day is published, price ls., 
TL, 0C4L Self-Government unmystified. 
A VINDICATION of Common Sense, Human 
Nature, and Practical Improvement, against the 
MANIFESTO OF CENTRALISM put forth at the 
Social Science Association, 1857. By TouLmMIn SMITH. 
London: EDWARD STANFORD, 6, Charing Cross. 


ARROW GAS-WORKS.—A large 
quantity of TAR to be DISPOSED OF ata low 
price , at the Works, or delivered by boat on the Thames. 


CHARLES BOTTEN and SON, 
ENGINEERS AND METER-MAKERS, 
CRAWFORD PASSAGE, RAY STREET, 
CLERKENWELL, LONDON (E. C.). 
Manufacturers of Station and Patent Protector Con- 
sumers’ Meters, Patent Slide-Valves, Gas-Fittings, 

Pipes, &c. 
Also, High-pressure Cocks, Hydrants, Closets, and 
all Water-Fitttings. 














PATENT FLEXIBLE GAS TUBING. 
AMES LYNE HANCOCK’S 
Vulcanized Indiarubber Hose Pipes and Tubing. 
Manufactory(aud Warehouse),Goswell-mews, Goswell- 
road, London. 

Gas Companies, Engineers, Gas Fitters, and the Trade 
generally, are respectfully informed this Tubing is now 
manufactured to any size, from 4 inch bore and 
upwards, in 100-feet lengths, and perfectly cylindrical, 
either with or without a spiral wire inside, 

VULCANIZED GLAZED FLEXIBLE TUBING, 
from 4 inch up to 1 inch diameter, made in 24-feet 
lengths; or, covered with silk or worsted, up to 100 feet. 

VULCANIZED HOSE, for FIRE ENGINES, 
BREWERS’ USE, and for standing great pressures, 
(Rubber and Cloth combined), made to any length or 
size to fit the necessary screws, &c. 

VULCANIZED INDIARUBBER AIR-ZiGHT 
BAGS, made any size, for Gas Mains, with flexible 
tubes attached, and fitted with stopcocks complete, 





OTICE.—Mr. N. DEFRIES, Consult- 
ING GAS ENGINEER, begs to inform gas 
companies and the public, that he is desirous of meeting 
any gentlemen at his WORKS, NEW ROAD, ST. 
PANCRAS, where, under his own superindence of the 
manufacturing department, they will have the fullest 
opportunity of investigating the many improvements he 
has recently effected in his ROTARY-VALVE DRY 
GAS-METER, by which full security will be afforded 
against leakage and non-registration, even against the 
searching effects of Cannel Coal Gas. The Rotary-Valve 
Meter is warranted to register inflexibly correct at 
working pressure of half a tenth, and less than a q) 
er of a foot per hourupona blue light; andagu 
will be given to all gas companies to keep it in ya 
for not less than five years, free of expense. With this 
meter the gas-supplier may f@illy depend upon a fair 
return, and the public upon Waving ajust measurer. 
GAS BATHS, GAS CO@KING and HEATING 
STOVES, for all classes. The British Polytechnic Gas- 
fire, &c. Conservatories and Buildings heated by gas, 
and perfect ventilation secured, 
Any gentleman desirous of consulting Mr. Defries 
in especial cases, may meet him either at his offige 





145, Recent Street, or at his residence, 5, FI 
SQuaRE, b giving one day’s notice. £ 


© 





Any communications addressed to him as above shall 
have prompt attention. 


Gas-works erected for private houses -whge to gas’ 
company exists. ~ > 
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CROSLEY & CO, 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 
103, SOUTHWARK BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON. 
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| 
SOLE LICENCEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF | 
W. CROSLEY’S AND CROSLEY AND GOLDSMITH’S 
PATENT STANDARD SELF-ADJUSTING AND COMPENSATING GAS-METERS, 


By which the True Water-Line is constantly maintained, and accuracy of measurement at all times secured. SEVERAL THOUSANDS OF THEM HAVE BEEN FIXED, AND 
ARE NOW AT WORK, and numerous Testimonials from eminent Gas Engineers, expressive of their approbation of them, may be seen at the Manufacturers’. 
Manufacturers of 4OWE’S PATENT MOTIVE-POWER METER, for situations where there is an inadequacy of pressure to supply the special requirements | 


of certain consumers in low grounds during the day or night. | 
Also, Manufacturers of EXPERIMENTAL METERS, GASHOLDERS, GOVERNORS, MINUTE-CLOCKS, PHOTOMETERS, &c. &c., similar to those used by i 




















Mr. King, of Liverpool. | | 
: C. and Co. continue to manufacture ordinary WET METERS of the very best description, Mr. W. Crosley having been for many years the principal and confidential || 
assistant of his relative, the late Mr. Samuel Crosley, of Cottage Lane, City Road, up to the time of his decease, in which capacity he communicated to W. C. the secret | 


of the mixture of the metals which has rendered the Crosley Meter so durable and superior to all others, as is evidenced by a large number of them being still at work, | 
after having stood the test of nearly a quarter of a century’s use. | 





JAMES 4s 
MANUFACTURER OF PATENT DRY AND IMPROVED WET METERS, 


Also of every Description of Apparatus used in the Gas Factory, as well as in Gas Distribution. 
7, SNOW HILL, ann GILTSPUR STREET, LONDON. 
ESTABLISHED 1836. 








PATRONIZED BY ALL THE GAS COMPANIES OF THE METROPOLIS, AS WELL AS MOST OF THE PROVINCIAL TOWNS. 


In the accompanying Diagrams of Meters will be seen J. MEAcocK’s 
patent method of securing the Leather Diaphragm of his ImproveD 
Parent Dry Meter. Instead of using the soldering iron for the pur- 
pose, by which the Leather is more or less injured, it is held between 
two flat Metal Rings, and screwed up sound on to a frame to receive it, 
the outward rim of which and screw-heads are shown in the drawing. 

The Valve adopted in the above Patent Meter is also shown, as 
well as the ordinary Slide-Valve ; the advantages of the former in 
not rising from its facing will be very apparent to the practical Gas 
Engineer, to whom it is of vital import. 

J. MEACOCK begs leave most respectfully to submit to the notice 
of Gas Companies his PATENT DRY GAS-METER, trusting thereby 
to receive the same encouragement that has been so kindly awarded him 
in respect of his Improved Water-Meter, which has been patronized 
by all the Metropolitan Companies, as well as most of the Provincial 
Gas-works. 

The public having been induced to desire Dry Gas-Meters in pre- 
ference to Wet, and many Gas Companies being willing to yield to 
their wishes, J. M. has been induced to apply himself to the produc- 
tion of a Dry Meter, for which he has obtained Her Majesty’s Royal 
Letters Patent. 

Very frequently in fitting up the ordinary Dry Meter, the leather of 
the diaphragm is destroyed during the process of soldering, by coming 
in contact with the hot soldering iron. In his present process, J. M. 
has done away with its use, no solder being necessary, the leather 
being secured by two flat metal rings, between which it is screwed, 
riveted, or overlaid; the perishing effect of hot tools to leather being 
avoided, its durability must be longer; also, by this means, its repair 
when needful is most simple, as a new leather diaphragm can be ap- / 
plied by merely unscrewing the old one from the rim or frame tog 
bow 4 it had previously been screwed up — In — epsom 

ry Meter frequent variations of registry have been detectable from a ’ 
pop ong 8 valves, which tilt or rise aon their facings: the slide-valve J. oa MEACOCK 5 IMPROVED 
of this Patent Dry Meter will not allow any carbonaceous matter 
METER. common to coal me to tilt or lift the slide oon its facings, and hence WET METER. | 
no Variation. The heavy wear and tear to which the Meters of Gas | 
Companies are subject, have at all times made it desirable to have | 
them of the best materials and workmanship. J. M. begs leave to 
assure those who may honour him with their commands, that nothing 
but the stoutest materials for cases, the hardest gas-resisting metals, 
and best foreign leather for the interiors, will be used, and none but 
first-class workmen employed in their construction (the properties 
which his Improved Water-Meter is well known to possess, and 
which has obtained him that extensive patronage), will be strictly 
carried out in his Parenr Dry METER. # arith W- 

In respect of any orders with which he may be honoured, he is . ~ 
VE willing to give a guarantee to keep the same in repair, free of all ’ 
OLD VAL OF THE ORDINARY charge, tor three years, and allow the customary discount off the NEW VALVE OF J. MEACOCK § 

DRY GAS-METER. original list price. PATENT DRY METER. 


| 
| 
Wet Gas-Meters Repaired and Reconstructed with J. Meacock’s Modern Improvements. | 


METERS SENT ON APPROVAL, 
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 1857. 


NOTES UPON PASSING EVENTS. 


Tue fearful state of the money-market has so totally absorbed 
the attention of men of business of late, and the necessity which 
every one has felt for providing against contingencies has been 
so stringent, that it is to be feared that few people are dis- 
posed calmly to reason upon the sad events passing around 
them. Yet there is much of political, we had almost said 
of social, import in the transactions of the last few weeks which 
seems to us to have escaped those who profess to study this 
class of questions, and which it behoves all to reflect upon 
seriously. We do not for an instant wish to insinuate that 
other measures than those adopted by the Government té re- 
lieve the awful state of commercial distress the nation really 
was suffering would have been more successful than those mea- 
sures have been. Very far from it; we believe that it had be- 
come absolutely necessary to relieve the Bank directors from 
the trammels of the Charter of 1844. Yet it does seem to us 
a fearful state of things when the commerce of all the world is 
made to depend upon the discretion or the judgment of two 
men, let them be ever so wise or honourable. To such a pass 
were all the nations of the civilized world, however, brought 
a few days since, and if Lord Palmerston and Sir G. C. 
Lewis had not chosen to address the recommendation they so 
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| Ministers of a constitutional country solemnly advising a pri- 
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that all England would have stopped payment, and al] the world 
with it. This power of our Ministers is a fearful one, and we 
think that it is a power no honest man would wish to retain. 
There is another serious consideration attached to this mea- || 
sure, namely, the utter defiance of all law exhibited by Lord || 
Palmerston. An Act of Parliament, adopted after long and | 
serious deliberations, aftirmed by subsequent legislative bodies, 
and approved by parliamentary committees, has been for the 
second time set aside by a Whig Government, by a simple 
letter, not even by an order in council. It is impossible to 
say what may be the consequences of such a precedent. The 
ministerial letter is a far more serious attack upon the consti- 
tution than any measure which cost the Stuarts their crown, 
and it strikes at the very root of all our social organization. 
The very essence of law is its fixity ; and yet here we have the 





vate body of traders to violate the Jaw, and promising them an 
indemnity for so doing. Where is all this to stop ?_ Lord Palmer- 
ston and Mr. Cowper are known to have an affection for the 
Austrian system of police : what is there now to prevent them 
from sending a letter to the commander of the forces in a dis- 
turbed district like Nottingham, urging him to supersede all ex- 
isting municipal law, and to proclaim a state of siege? It must 
be observed that possibly a contingency might arise when a vio- 
lent measure of this kind would do as much apparent good in 
quelling a political disturbance as the suspension of the Bank 
Charter Act has done in palliating our commercial distress. 
But, after it, there would be no security against administrative 
despotism, just as at present there seems to be no security 
against administrative caprice or incapacity. Sir G. C. Lewis 
and the Government opposed, as far as they dared, the inquiry 
into the Bank Charter which took place last session ; and they 
took care to prevent any real inquiry when they were at last 
forced to yield. We do not at present wish to express any 
opinion upon the labours of that committee ; but in the name 
of public morality we protest against the want of publicity of 
its proceedings, and the care with which adverse opinions to 
those of the party in power were discouraged. Had the ques- 
tion, then, been discussed openly—better still, had it been de- 
bated in the House of Commons—in all probability some legal 
mode of alleviating the evils of an adherence to the letter 
rather than to the spirit of the Act of 1844 would have been 
devised. Something of the kind must still be done; for it is 
evident that a country like England, which trades largely with 
other countries, like France and America (where all imaginable 
experiments are tried upon the currency and credit, from 
United States banks to credit institutions on a gigantic scale), 
such a country cannot retain an absolutely invariable system of 
monetary legislation. A legal power to bind or to loose the 
springs of capital and credit must exist somewhere. The im- 
portant consideration is, that the interests of so many millions 
should not be at the mercy of two men whose ordinary studies 
or avocations are not likely to qualify them for the discharge 
of the awful duty they have thought proper to assume. 

Emphatically, however, do we repeat that it has been proved 
by the conduct of our rulers in this matter, and also in that of 
the Austrian telegraphic lines, that the Administration con- 
siders itself above law. There is no more security now in a 
parliamentary title than Mr. Lowe considers that there is in a 
parchment one. 

It is curious to observe, whilst these grave events are taking 
place in the higher ‘regions of the commercial and political 
world, how the various legal tribunals of the country are, one 
after another, expressing the very same opinions, with respect 
to recent legislative enactments, which we have always done. 
Lord Justice K. Bruce did not hesitate, for instance, to stig- 
matize the Acts of Parliament regulating Joint Stock Com- 
panies as unintelligible ; the magistrate of Lambeth has ex- 
pressed his contempt for the new Metropolis Buildings Act ; 
the much-vaunted Metropolis Management Act must shortly 
be so materially altered as to amount to a re-cast—just in the 
style of Big Ben itself; and now Vice-Chancellor Stuart steps 
forth to protest against the arbitrary powers created by the 
fashionable professors of ‘‘ empirical legislation.” We allude 
to the decision uttered by that learned judge in the case of 
Tinkler v. the Board of Works for the Wandsworth District ; 
and, although we are far from being blind admirers of 
the Court of Chancery, we must say that his arguments 
in this case appear to be unanswerable. It is mon- 
strous, indeed, that no appeal should practically be allowed 























tardily did to the Bank directors, it is no exaggeration to say 








from the decision of a Local Board of Works, and that no 











tei = 


pein ati 


l 
; 











554 THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 


[Nov. 24, 1857. 





responsibility should attach to the members of such bodies 
for the abuses of their position. Already the country has been 
made to suffer very seriously from the ignorance and the inca- 
pacity of the Central Board of Works; and it would appear 
that the immunity of its so-called engineers has encouraged 
other subordinate local officers to exceed their powers. For- 
tunately, our law courts are still able to protect the public to a 
certain extent, but it really becomes a matter of importance 
that some measure should be adopted to check the tendency of 
the Legislature to arm the Administration (whether central or 
municipal) with arbitrary powers to enforce the crotchets of, 
perhaps, a few interested persons. Even an arbitrary system 
of local self-government is bad; but, unfortunately, the pro- 
ceedings of late years go to prove that the arbitrary powers 
conferred on local institutions are only designed as stepping- 
stones.to the assumption of arbitrary power by the central 
administration, and, at any rate, the establishment of the ab- 
stract principle ought to be resisted. It may suit certain 
parties to advocate the doctrine of the omnipotence of Parlia- 
ment to create new governing bodies, but, unless the omni- 
science of Parliament can be secured, it is essential that some 
control over the other bodies to which such powers are 
delegated should exist. 

We are happy to observe that an attempt will shortly be 
made, by very competent persons, to place fairly before the 
public a real account of the proceedings of the Legislature in 
the columns of a projected journal to be called the Parlia- 
mentary Remembrancer. None of the existing journals treat 
this important subject with proper attention, and we are 
convinced that the mere fact of its being known that a sincere, 
honest review of all that transpires in the Houses of Parliament 
is regularly published, will be the most effectual check upon the 
dangerous tampering with all principles of law and justice the 
nation has lately been compelled to witness. Another equally 
satisfactory sign of the times is that Mr. Toulmin Smith’s 
“ Vindication of Common Sense against the Manifesto of 
Centralism ” has already reached the second edition. 


The quarrel between the Metropolitan Board of Works and 
Big Ben has at last become open. The board refuses to execute 
the intercepting sewers, beyond the point which may be required 
for the actual service of its constituents, at the sole expense of the 
latter; whilst the “ magnificent” ornamental Gardener—the 
quondam advocate for local self-government—insists upon its 
carrying out the recommendations of the very ridiculous report 
of his referees, modified by himself (be it observed) solely in a 
manner to increase the cost of the intended works. The board 
is clearly right in this matter, but it is to be regretted that 
many of its members should still be so ignorant of the true 
principles of political economy as to desire to return to indirect 
taxation, or to municipal monopolies, for the purpose of obtain- 
ing the funds required to cleanse our noble river. Neither Sir 
B. Hall nor the present Board of Works are, we fear, compe- 
tent to decide the various weighty matters involved in this great 
question of the London drainage; and therefore it is that the 
ratepayers of the metropolis may congratulate themselves that 
the whole question must now be brought before a higher tri- 
bunal. In the meantime, the fierce discussion which is taking 
place is bringing forth the information necessary to enlighten 
the ultimate judges (if we may be allowed to use that phrase) ; 
and it is upon this principle, also, that we are even disposed to 
listen patiently to the report that the Central College of Health 
at Whitehall have actually sent a commission into Italy, at the 
expense of the nation, to study the wonderful system of irriga- 
tion practised there. As to the good Dr. S. Smith or Mr. 
Austin may do, we warn the public that it should not expect 


jmuch; but as Mr. Way is sent with them, something better 


than the ordinary run of College-of-Health blue-books may be 
produced. We shall watch anxiously for this report, because 
we have ourselves studied the irrigation question in many 
countries, and have collected nearly all the numerous books 
written by the authors. who have treated the subject. 

Messrs. Simpson and Galton have communicated to the 
Metropolitan Board of Works a reply to some of the criticisms 
‘upon their report, to which we must revert shortly. It is 
curious, we would, however, observe, that the board, by its 
decision upon Mr. Cubitt’s motion, seems disposed to shelve 
the question of interception altogether. So do extremes meet 
|when men become excited. 
| By the Southampton papers it appears that the sewers of 
|that unfortunate locality still remain nuisances of the very 














| worst description, notwithstanding the benefit that town has 





enjoyed in the guidance of the College of Health for so many || 
years, and notwithstanding the vast sums of money its sewers | 
have cost. This is very sad; but it is, perhaps, the natural | 
consequence of a local administration giving itself up to our) 
Centralism. What is the remedy for such a state of things? | 
and how can we check such wilful perversity as even now cha- 
racterizes our would-be guides? With all their failures staring | 
them in the face, Mr. Chadwick and the echoes of his theories | 
still continue to repeat the assertions which have so fatally 
misled the people who were weak enough to listen to them. 
At Birmingham the other day, Mr. Rawlinson actually said 
that the necessary works for the improvement of the London 
sewerage ought not to cost more than £1,333,000; and the 
great hero of the Andover Union Workhouse endeavoured to 
place this nonsensical assertion more prominently before the 
public. Yet both Mr. Rawlinson and Mr. Chadwick knew 
full well that it was utterly impossible to reason upon the 
London sewerage from the results obtained in the nine small 
country towns they were talking about; and simply for this|| 
reason, if for nothing else, that the sewerage in the cases of 
those towns was really thrown into the natural streams, whilst 
the £10,000,600, which Mr. Chadwick so kindly assumed 
were about to be laid out in the metropolis, instead of the 
smaller sum of £1,333,000, are to be expended precisely for 
the purpose of taking off the sewerage from the point where 
Mr. Rawlinson would leave it. We called Mr. Chadwick, in 
our last number, a mistaken enthusiast ; alas! we fear from 
his observations at Birmingham that he is not sufficiently 
candid to merit such a title: at any rate, the results of expe- 
rience seem to have no effect upon his mind. 

Wecannot close these “‘ Notes” without again calling attention 
to the reports of the law cases in another part of our JouRNAL, | 
especially to those arising out of the disgraceful manner in | 
which the Metropolis Management Act was drawn up. It) 
seems to be actually true that the sea-weirs of the Isle of Dogs | 
have been excluded from any legislative protection, and that, 
any mischievous proprietor upon their banks may with impunity | 
destroy them and the property and lives of his neighbour. | 
The case of the Poplar Local Board of Works v. Knight almost | 
makes us regret that our amateur law-makers are not handed || 
over at once to the tender mercies of Judge Lynch. It is, in-| 
deed, a strange commentary on parliamentary omniscience, 











PROSPECTS OF ELECTRICAL ILLUMINATION. 
Or the many plans that have been proposed as a substitute for | 
coal gas in illumination, none have been received with more | 
favour in this country than those which have had for their 
object the application of electrical agency. The production of; 
brilliant light from two charcoal points connected with the op- 
posite poles of a voltaic battery was, indeed, an experiment 
that had long been known, but it was not till within the last | 
ten years that it was proposed to apply the light to practical 
purposes, and it was then brought out as a new discovery, | 
from which vast results were anticipated. There were, how- 
ever, two serious obstacles to the practical application of the 
light. The first arose from the difficulty of retaining the carbon | 
points at exactly the same distance apart, owing to the transfer | 
of the particles of carbon during their incandescence. The | 
other and more formidable difficulty was occasioned by the | 
great expense of producing the electrical power. The cost of | 
generating the requisite amount of voltaic electricity was found | 
to far exceed the cost of gas equal to produce the same amount | 
of illumination; therefore, supposing the first difficulty to be | 
overcome, the light would be practically useless, excepting for | 
special occasions, where cost is a minor consideration to the. 
production of an intense light. To remove this obstacle, Dr. J. J. 
Watson stepped in with an invention by which he professed to) 
be able to supply electrical power, in any quantity, for less than | 
nothing. As in the Omer-Salmon process of gas-making, | 
alluded to elsewhere, the gas was regarded as a waste seem 
in the manufacture of coke; so, in Dr. Watson’s invention, | 
the electric power was to be the waste product in the econo-| 
mical manufacture of paints. By that means the generation of 
electricity became an actual gain, and there seemed to be 
thrown open an unbounded source of power, not for lighting 
only but for all the varied appliances for which electricity might | 
be available but for its cost. A company, with a very respect-| 
able directory, was formed to work this important invention, | 
and, considering the immense advantages it proposed to realize, | 
the wonder is that the Electric Power, Light, and Colour Com- 
pany (Limited) did not excite greater public attention, and 
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that the shares were not more eagerly sought after. By the 
extended application of Dr. Watson’s plans steam might have 
been superseded, animal labour might in a great measure have 
been dispensed with, the electric telegraph might have sup- 
planted the Post Office, and a complete social change seemed 
to be in prospect. Nevertheless, John Bull maintained his 
equanimity and looked calmly on, awaiting the consequences. 
Five years have elapsed since the formation of the company, 
and the consequences have at last appeared in an advertise- 
ment calling a special meeting of the shareholders for the pur- 
pose of dissolution. As the meeting was held with closed 
doors we are unable to report the course of failures which have 
led to this result, but we cannot be far wrong in surmising 
that Dr. Watson’s plan for the production of electricity as a 
waste product failed as completely as M. Omer Salmon’s plan 
for lighting towns with waste gas, 

The question of the economical production of light by electri- 
cal agency remains, therefore, in nearly the same unsatisfactory 
state as at the time Dr. Watson undertookto settle it. The failure 
of his plan happens unluckily at the time when some of the other 
difficulties of the electric light seems to have been, in agreat mea- 
sure, if not entirely, overcome. In an invention of Professor 
Way’s, described among our specifications of patents, capillary 
streams of mercury are used instead of carbon points, by which 
means the distance between the two poles of the voltaic battery 
may be steadily regulated. The light, though thus rendered 
more constant, will still be liable to variation, arising from the 
fluctuating action of the voltaic battery ; and it is questionable 
whether an equal amount of illuminating power can be obtained 
from the vapour of mercury as from carbon. During the 
process the metal is sublimed, the vapour is condensed, and is 
used again and again. It is requisite, therefore, that the ope- 
ration should be conducted in hermetically-sealed vessels, from 
which oxygen is excluded ; otherwise, the escape of the mer- 
curial vapour would be dangerous—so much so, indeed, that 
we understand Professor Way nearly lost his life in his experi- 
ments from the neglect of that precaution. By this modifica- 
tion of the electric light it may become much more manageable 
than with the charcoal points, and it may thus be rendered 
available for lighthouses, for which it seems specially applicable; 
but the improvement will be of no avail in the application of 














electricity to illumination for general purposes, since the failure 
of the Electric Power, Light, and Colour Company shows 
that the prospect of the economical production of the requisite 
power is more distant than ever. 





PUMPING-ENGINES FOR WATER-WORKS. 
Our readers will recollect that when we gave some time ago 
an account of the metropolitan water-works, we mentioned 
some engines, to a certain extent novel in construction, that 
had been lately erected by Messrs. Simpson, of Pimlico, for 
pumping on a large scale. As the accounts we hear of the 
performance of these engines are very favourable, we think 
some more detailed notice of their peculiarities may be inte- 
resting to our readers. 

The improvements introduced in these engines are the joint 
invention of Mr. Wm. Pole, M. Inst. C.E. (author of a treatise 
on the Cornish pumping-engine, and several other works on 
mechanical subjects), and Mr. David Thomson, manager of 
Messrs. Simpson’s engine-works ; and they form the subject 
of a patent granted to these gentlemen, in which their nature 
and objects are fully explained. 

Their general purpose is to render available to the utmost 
possible extent the principle of expansion, by the application of 
which the most important advances have been made in the 
economical improvement of the steam-engine, and the advan- 
tages of which are now so fully appreciated and understood 
that it is unnecessary to enlarge upon them. 

This principle had previously been applied to the greatest 
advantage in pumping-engines with a single cylinder, where 
the nature of the motion admits of the steam being cut off 
after a small portion of the stroke has been passed over, and 
allowed to expand during the remainder. 

When, however, this method of applying the principle of 
expansion is adapted to rotatory motion, a serious objection 
arises in consequence of the inequality of the moving force at 
different parts of the stroke. For example, if the steam be 
expanded to six times its volume in a single cylinder (by cutting 
it off after one-sixth of the stroke is passed over), the moving 
force acting on the piston will be about six times as great at 
the commencement as at the end of the stroke, this irregularity 





tending to produce violent and destructive concussions to the 
machinery, and requiring all its parts to be made proportion- 
ably stronger than would be otherwise necessary, as well as 
producing other inconveniences in the working of the engine. 
For this reason, it has hitherto been found impracticable to use 
for rotatory engines so great a degree of expansion as in 
pumping-engines, where it is often carried so far as eight or 
ten times. 

The Double-Cylinder Expansive Engine (invented by Horn- 
blower in 1781, and subsequently improved by Woolf in 1804) 
affords a means of applying the principle of expansion to rota- 
tory motion in such a manner as to mitigate this evil, for, by 
expanding the steam to the same extent in this form of engine, 
the irregularity in the moving force may be much reduced, 
while the full economical benefit of the expansion is retained. 

In engines of this kind, however, as ordinarily constructed, 
several imperfections have existed, of which the two following 
may be named as the most important. In the first place, the 
expansion has not been carried to a sufficient extent, nor 
arranged on the most advantageous plan; and, secondly, the 
system of valves used has been complicated, inefficient, and, 
combined with the great size and length and the disadvan- 
tageous arrangement of the passages, productive of consider- 
able waste of steam. The present improvements are intended 
to remedy these imperfections, and generally to render this 
form of engine more efficient and economical. Their object is 
to produce a more beneficial adaptation and regulation of the 
expansive action, combined with an improved arrangement of 
the valves and apparatus, by which greater simplicity and 
economy are obtained. 

With respect to the arrangement of the expansive action, it 
has been found advisable not to allow the steam to enter the 
small cylinder during the whole of its stroke (as is most com- 
monly done), but to cut it off after a certain portion of the 
stroke has been passed over, and to allow the expansion to 
commence at that point. And it is an important fact, not 
hitherto known, that there is a certain part of the stroke (de- 
pending on the degree of expansion to be made use of) at 
which it is more advantageous. to cut off the steam than at 
any other, by reason that the irregularity in the moving force 
before mentioned is then reduced to a minimum. 

The following example (which is put in the form of a tabular 
statement for the sake of distinctness) will illustrate the fore- 
going remarks :— 


Comparative Statement of the Inequality of the Moving Force in a Single and 
Double- Cylinder Engine, supposing the Steam to be expanded at the end of 
the Stroke to six times its original volume, 





























Ina Single| 
Cylinder | In a Double-Cylinder Engine. 
Engine. 
| If the Steam is | 
a Litlowed te enter =e | Sos 
1-6th of the/ “uring the whole one-half of 14th of 
Stroke. Small Cylinder. the Stroke.|the Stroke, 
Let the mean moving force 
be represented by . . «| 100 100 100 100 
Then the moving force at 
the commencement of the 
stroke willbe . . . .| 214 214 143 161 
At the end of the stroke . 36 66 60 48 
Difference representing the 
degree of inequality . 178 | 148 83 113 





An inspection of this table shows the following results for | 








six times’ expansion :-— || 
1. In asingle cylinder the motive force varies from 114 per | 


cent. above the mean to 64 per cent. below, giving an inequality 
equal to 178. | 

2. In a double-cylinder engine, allowing the steam to enter’ 
during the whole stroke of the small cylinder, the moving force 
varies from 114 per cent. above the mean to 34 per cent. | 
below, giving an inequality equal to 148. | 

3. If the steam is cut off at half the stroke of the small’ 
cylinder, the motive force varies from 43 per cent. above the, 
mean to 40 below, giving an inequality of only 83. 

4. If the steam is cut off at one-fourth the stroke, the 
motive force varies from 61 per cent. above to 52 below the 
mean, giving an inequality equal to 113. | 

It is thus shown that the case in which the steam is cut off 
from the small cylinder at half the stroke produces less in- 
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equality, and is therefore more advantageous, than either of | 
the others with which it is compared. 

In order to render the foregoing calculations and statements | 
as simple as possible, no allowance has been made for the | 
effect of loss of steam in the passages or other slight dis- 
turbing causes, as these do not materially affect the principles 
laid down. Moreover, by the use of valves of peculiar con- 
struction, hereafter described, these losses and irregularities 
are reduced to a much lower amount than has been heretofore 
done with this kind of engine. 

It may be further explained that the value of the motive 
force at the beginning of the stroke expresses the maximum 
strain on the machinery, and consequently determines the 
strength of the various parts necessary to resist this strain. 
It is evident, therefore, that in the case where this is reduced 
toa minimum (No. 3), the moving parts of the engine are 
required to be Jess ponderous than in either of the others, and 
only two-thirds the strength required for a single-cylinder 
engine, or for a double one when the steam is not cut off in 
the small cylinder. 

These considerations show that it is peculiarly advantageous 
to cut off the steam at a certain point of the small cylinder ; 
and Messrs. Pole and Thomson’s improvements afford the 
means of doing so in the best and most convenient manner. 

Another point to which improvement has been directed in 
the patent is the system of valves and apparatus for moving | 
the same. The valves most commonly used heretofore for | 
double-cylinder engines have not only been complicated, in- 
convenient, and expensive in construction, but also wasteful in 
action—the size and disadvantageous arrangement of the 
passages causing considerable loss between the cylinders, and 
consequent waste of power and fuel. Careful experiments and | 
observations have shown this loss to be so considerable as to | 
neutralize, in a great degree, the economical results of ex- 
pansion. The authors of these improvements have been led 
to consider it highly desirable that the valves used for the 
double-cylinder engine should be of the simplest possible cha- 
racter, and so arranged as to cause the least possible loss in 
the passages. 

Combining, therefore, this desideratum with the new and 
more advantageous mode of applying the expansion herein- 
before referred to, the present improved double-cylinder en- 
gines have been designed. The novelty consists in an improved 
arrangement of valves and apparatus, according to which | 
a single sliding valve is made to answer the purpose of open- 
ing the requisite passages to and from both cylinders in the 
most advantageous manner; and also to cut off the steam 
from the small cylinder, at any required point of the stroke, 
without the addition of any separate expansion-valve. 

The advantages of these improvements may be summed up | 
as follows :— 

1. The principle of expansion may be applied to rotatory 
engines to a greater extent, and more effectually, than hereto- | 
fore, by which a great saving of fuel may be obtained. 

2. The irregularity of the motive force is reduced to a 
minimum, and its injurious effects on the machinery and on 
the working of the engine are consequently avoided, while the 
fly-wheels and other moving parts are not required to be un- 
usually heavy. 

8. A single valve, exceedingly simple in construction and | 
action, answers for both cylinders; it has all the advantages | 
of slide-valves, and is at the same time an equilibrium-valve, 
the steam pressure having no tendency to produce friction on | 
the faces. 

4. The passage that forms the communication between the | 
two cylinders is as direct as possible ; it is never open either 
to the boilers or to the condenser, and it is surrounded by | 
steam of a high temperature: these being the most favourable | 
conditions as regards economy. | 

5. The steam is cut off from the small cylinder by the 
sliding-valve, without the addition of any separate expansion- 
valye—an appendage always troublesome, complicated, and 
expensive, and often inefficacious for the purposes required. _| 

6. The point at which the steam is cut off can be varied at | 
pleasure, thus affording the most convenient and economical | 
way of adjusting the power of the engine to the work it is re- 
quired to do. 

7. For water-works purposes, the improved double-cylinder 
steam-engine offers an equal economy of fuel with the Cornish 
engine, while the various parts of the machinery are light, 
simple, and manageable, and the construction of the buildings 
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| bination can only be tolerated on the condition of their using) 


| Local Boards of Works great powers to construct works for the | 


_ species of quarrel which has arisen between the Marylebone 


| temporary annoyance upon the public. | 


| excite surprise. Our readers will hardly need to be told that, 


[Nov. 24, 1857. 

is less expensive, so as to render the whole economical in first 
cost as well as in annual working. If pumps of a suitable 
construction are applied to these engines, lofty stand-pipes and 
similar expensive erections are rendered unnecessary; and 
equable currents of water may be maintained in the main-pipes 
without any expedients and contrivances calculated to detract 
from the economy of the engine. 

The practical value of the improvements has now been well 
tested by experience. In 1850 four engines, of 600-horse 
power collectively, were erected on this plan for the Lambeth 
Water-Works, to pump water to Brixton along a main 10 
miles long and 30 inches diameter; and such was their success ] 
that they have now been copied by the Chelsea Water-Works || 
for their new establishment in the same locality, and by the | 
New River Company for their great pumping station at Stoke | 
Newington. We have not been able to procure actual returns || 
of the duty done, but we have reason to believe it is vary satis- 
factory, and fully justifies the expectations of the designers of 


the engines. 











Circular to Gas Compantes. 


WE regret very sincerely to observe that the London Gas 
Companies appear to forget the caution which is necessary in 
their peculiar position ; and, from some circumstances which | 
have lately transpired, we fear that they are likely to incur) 
serious charges on the score of the abuse of their power. It 
is true that the former state of antagonism between the various | 
companies had been productive of little substantial good to the’ 
public, whilst it certainly had been very prejudicial to the in-| 
terests of the companies themselves; and we therefore hailed 
with pleasure the arrangement by means of which the public. 
were to be guaranteed a better service at the present rates of, 
charge, yet under such conditions as to secure larger returns 
to those undertaking the supply of gas. As we said at the 
time of these arrangements being made publicly known, it is, 
certain that ultimately competition between private companies 
of the kind under consideration is impossible ; but their com-| 











the great powers thereby obtained, conscientiously and with 
great delicacy, in order to escape the popular objection to de’ 
Facto monopolies. Unfortunately, the gas companies have not) 
sufficiently borne these principles in mind; and there have re-| 
cently taken place some discussions between the representatives 
of the companies and the vestries in which so little deference to 
public opinion has been displayed, that a very serious opposi- 
tion seems likely to arise to those ill-judged abusers of their, 
temporary advantage. The Metropolis Management Act gives 


public service ; and it is to be feared that, unless some decided) 
steps be at once taken by the companies to allay the bitter feeling 
lately excited against them, these powers will be put in force. | 
For the sake of all parties, we hope that this may never be the 
case ; but man, poor man! when clad in alittle brief authority, is 
so apt to play fantastic tricks, that we feel great anxiety on the | 
subject. No real mischief has yet been done; and even the 





Vestry and the Chartered Gas Company might easily be settled, 
if it were only treated with consideration on both sides. 

The gas companies must also bear in mind that the recent 
improvements in gas-making on a small scale are likely to 
bring into the field a new and powerful rival to their opera-| 
tions. They really have no monopoly, and any attempt on| 





| their part to abuse the strength of their present position will | 


only be productive of ruin to themselves, even if it entail some, 


We have given insertion to a letter sent to us by an agent) 
of M. de Cavaillon, who, it seems, is seeking to establish - 
exclusive right in this country to the purification of gas by the| 
use of sulphate of lime. In it the writer recapitulates our} 
grounds for alleging that the patent upon which the claim is 
founded is bad, but their reperusal has not inspired us with 
any apprehension of having to revoke our opinion when we) 
shall have been put into possession of the reply promised by| 
the patentee. It is several years since his first visit to this) 
country for the purpose now sought by his representative, and, 
on that occasion his claim was so clearly refuted in the pages’ 
of the Mining Journal, that its present resuscitation may well! 


we repudiate the belief imputed to us to the effect that an) 
English patent can be in any way affected by a legal recogni- 
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tion of priority of invention on the other side of the Channel ; 
the settling of such a question in France is only interesting to 
us as journalists, inasmuch as it enables us to award honour to 
whom it is due, and to withhold honour from such as pretend 
to it without justifying cause, more especially when, as in the 
case of M. de Cavaillon, they annex to their claim for honour 
a demand also for exclusive emolument. Now, as that gentle- 
man has announced his intention of replying to our observa- 
tions, we would suggest that he commence by informing us on 
what facts he founds his claim, even in France, to the honour 
of having invented the sulphate-of-lime process, and then favour 
us with his explanation of the two following very pertinent 
declarations :— 


M. de Cavaillon has succeeded in reducing to practice the dry method of 
| purifying gas by sulphate of lime, recommended long ago by M. D’Arcet, 
|and tried by MM. Krofft and Sucquet: for this he uses old plaster of Paris 
| (les vieux pidtras) moistened with a little diluted acid—See Rapport du Jury 
| Centrale de l Exposition de 1849. 

‘One can readily believe that a jury chosen to award a na- 
‘'tion’s honours for new inventions would exercise discrimina- 
ition, Now, in the above extract the national jury plainly assert 
| that M. de Cavaillon’s merit consists in substituting for new 
sulphate of lime the cheaper old sulphate of lime from demo- 
‘lished buildings, prepared for the purpose by admixture with 
/an acid. 

| We remark here, in passing, that nearly all the purifying substances 
‘named by M. de Cavaillon are free for the public to use. Sulphate of lime 
has been indicated by D’Arcet in the Moniteur Industriel for August 28, 
1842, and by M. Mallet in a “ Memoir on the Purification of Gas ” printed 
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| 

| 

| 

|, in 1845. 

|| Signed—Jean Bartiste CHEVALLIER, Chimiste, Professeur & TU Ecole 
| de Pharmacie, Membre de l Académie Impériale de 

Medecine. 

| Juste Louis Porxsotr, Professeur de Chimie a [Ecole de 
| | Commerce, Répétiteur a U Ecole Centrale, Chef des Tra- 
| vaux Chimiques du Conservatoire des Arts et Meétiers. 
|| With respect to the legal character of M. de Cavaillon’s 
|| English patent, we need only say that we confirm the report we 
| made upon it in our “ Circular” of the 13th ult. We are told 
| by the writer of the letter that M. de Cavaillon has succeeded, 
| after the lapse of seven years, in procuring a reversion of the 
judgment on the French patent legally pronounced on the 31st 
of March, 1849, and by which he was deprived of patent right 
in France. If this be so, it will not surprise us, informed as we 
have been of the personal efforts and sacrifices made by mem- 
bers of his family to secure it, and for particulars of which we 
must refer our readers to the purlieus of the French tribunals. 
But, let the legal state of the French patent be what it may, it 
cannot in the least affect our right to the free use of sulphate 
of lime for the purifying of gas in England, for nothing can 
make Cavaillon’s English patent, dated in 1849, antecedent to 
the use of the sulphate-of-lime process at the ‘‘ London” Gas- 
Works in 1841, or to its publication in the Pharmaceutical 
Times in 1848. With respect to the supposition thrown out 


of Mr. Lewis Thompson having borrowed the idea from M. de | 


Cavaillon’s French patent and practice subsequently to Sep- 
tember, 1847, we know that during great part of the year 


1847 that chemist was practically engaged in decomposing | 


large quantities of the ammoniacal impurities obtained from gas 
in a liquid state, by means of sulphate of lime—an occupation 
quite likely to have suggested to his mind the idea of using 
the same re-agent to extract the same impurities directly from 
the gas. . 

Our readers will perceive that M. de Cavaillon has instructed 
his agent to threaten with legal proceedings such of them as 
may proceed to purify their gas by sulphate of lime, without 


pertinacity with which he has adhered to the maxim of not 
knowing when he was beaten may serve his purpose in this 
country as well as in his own; but we caution him that here he 
will be disappointed, if he expect to find any law behind which 


,to take shelter from the costs of the suits he may recklessly | 


provoke. 

Some recent verdicts of juries and magisterial judgments in 
|crime as a venial offence, of the class practised by pilfering 
||domestics, and so often condoned in every household. Mr. 
|Selfe, of the Thames Police Court, rules that, because a person 
||Commits the offence “ openly, and communicates what he has 
done to those around him,” the “ felonious intent ” fails to be 
proved. A somewhat similar ruling of the chairman of the 
Berkshire Quarter Sessions led to the recent acquittal of an- 
other individual, and, indeed, it now would seem difficult to 
procure a conviction in such cases, however clear may have 
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been the intention to defraud gas companies, many of whom 
have no means of inflicting penalties, and may thus be plun- 
dered publicly and in the face of day without any means of 
redress. 





Correspondence. 


THE AMSTERDAM WATER SUPPLY. 

Srr,—In the notice of our works, which appeared last year 
about this time in the JourNaL or Gas Licurrne, it was said that 
“ they have not been tried by any long continued droughts, and 
that bar a few days in the beginning of last month the quality 
of the water was objectionable.” It may interest you to learn 
that this year we have not had the slightest inconvenience from 
any disagreeable colour or taste in the water, even during the 
hottest weather; and that, although so dry a summer as the past 
has not been experienced here for many years (the rainfall being 
less by 30 per cent. than that of last year), still the height of the 
water in the most considerable parts of the gathering canal was, 
last Friday, precisely the same as it was on the same date last 
year, and in the other (shorter) lengths, it was only about four or 
tive inches lower: so that the power of the downs to yield a 
plentiful supply may be considered to be proved. Besides this, 
nearly 1200 houses are now supplied in addition to those supplied 
last year, and also several factories. Our success, during the heat 
of the summer, has helped to remove in a great measure the pre- 
judices of Dutchmen against our undertaking. 

G. Gornon, Engineer to the Company. 

Amsterdam, Nov. 16, 1857. 


THE PURIFICATION OF GAS FROM AMMONIA BY 
SULPHATE OF LIME. 

Srr,—I have read in your JournaL of Oct. 13 an editorial article 
headed “ Cireular to Gas Companies,” where, after showing the 
importance of the system of the purification of coal gas by which 
ammoniacal salt is extracted from it, you contest the validity of 
M. de Cavaillon’s English patent of 1849 upon the following basis :— 

1. Upon the use of sulphate of lime in 1841 at the London Gas- 
Works (Vauxhall). 

2. Upon a decision of the Civil Tribunal of the Seine of May 
31, 1849, declaring that the process, the proprietorship of which 
M. de Cavaillon laid claim to, had lapsed to the public. 

3. Upon the absence of the claim in the specification of M. de 
Cavaillon in his English patent. 

4. Upon the terms of the specification, which does not mention 
pure coal gas, but only the gas of coal mixed with other materials. 

5. Lastly, upon the publicity given in the Pharmaceutical Times 
of August, 1848, to a letter in which is described the system of 
purification by means of sulphate of lime mixed with sawdust, 
about a year before M. de Cavaillon had taken out his English 

atent. 
. Now, M. de Cavaillon, to whom I have sent your Journat, has 
announced his intention of replying to your article, when he will 
establish upon an immovable basis his right to the proprietorship 
of the system which he has patented in England. 

But as your article might, perhaps, encourage English gas com- 
panies to adopt the said system of purification, believing it to be 
public property, I, as the only representative of M. de Cavaillon 
in the United Kingdom, having already begun some negotiations 
with gas companies here, find myself bound to declare that, by M. 
de Cavaillon’s order, I shall institute proceedings against any 
persons using his system without having first obtained my authority 
to do so; and, while leaving the refutation of your article to M. de 
Cavaillon, I beg to observe that the decision of the Civil Tribunal 
of the Seine, cited by you, has been annulled by a judgment of the 


| Court of Appeal on the 15th of April, 1856, which is published at 


length in the Gazette des Tribunaux of the 19th of April, 1856. 
The Court of Cassation has confirmed this judgment, so that in 
France the question of proprietorship is legally decided in favour 


: ct . : | of M. de Cavaillon. 
first obtaining his permission. Probably he imagines that the | 


The patent was taken out in France on the 7th of September, 
1847, and the process extensively adopted towards the end of the 
same year, which was mentioned by the newspapers at the time. 
This may, perhaps, explain how Mr. Lewis Thompson, who signed 
the communication to the Pharmaceutical Times, was enabled to 
describe the above-mentioned system in 1848, 

About six months ago I made proposals to some directors of 


| companies in London, and last September the Imperial Company 
ees : 5 | allowed M. de Cavaillon to make an experiment at Fulham Works. 
cases of gas stealing indicate a disposition to look upon the | 
| impregnated with ammonia, has been completely purified there- 


This experiment has proved that the gas, which was before greatly 


from, the result being more than 12 per cent. of the best sulphate 
of ammonia on the quantity of purifying stuff. The resulting 
powder is a very valuable manure, as proved by the extensive use 
of it in France, especially for the potato disease. About twelve 
tons of it lie now at Messrs. Foot’s chemical works, Battersea, at 
the disposal of any agriculturist who may wish to try it. 

Allow me, Sir, to conclude with a remark. I can hardly under- 
stand how the excelleney of De Cavaillon’s system should attract 
your attention only after its great advantages have been fully 
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established on the Continent by the official returns of the companies 
which have adopted it. If this system was already known in 
England in 1841, and had become public property, why has nobody 
yet made use of it in your country ? 
14, Southampton Street, Strand, 
London, Nov. 19, 1857. 


Register of New Patents. 


1166.—Srrruen Tonks, of Birmingham, in the co. of Warwick, manu- 
turer, and Joseru BreepDEN, of Birmingham aforesaid, manufacturer, and 

Witu1AM Breenpen, of Birmingham aforesaid, manufacturer, for ‘4 new 

or improved gas-burner.” Provisional proteetion only obtained. Dated 

April 25, 1857. 

The said invention consists of an argand gas-burner constructed of earthen- 
ware, china, or other earthy or semi-vitreous substance. 

The said burner is made of the same shape as the ordinary metal argand 
burner. The holes through which the gas issues from the top of the 
burner are drilled therein before the final burning or glazing of the china 
or earthenware. The burner is joined to the metal pipe by which the gas 
is supplied by any suitable method of joining metal and earthy or semi- 
vitreous substances. The gas may be either introduced into the burner 
by a hole on the side, and near the bottom thereof, or through holes at the 
bottom. It is to be understood that by argand gas-burners is meant gas- 
burners by which an annular or tube-like flame is produced to which air 
has access both within and without. 


1179.—AMABLE Victor Fetrx Larcuter, gentleman, of Paris, for “‘ Jm- 
provements in the manufacture of gas.” Provisional protection only ob- 
tained. Dated April 27, 1857. 
In the manufacture of cotton, wool, and other fibrous substances, a con- 
siderable quantity of refuse fibrous matter is obtained from the carding and 
combing and other operations, and this refuse is frequently impregnated 
with oil or grease originally contained in the fibrous matter or added to it 
intentionally or accidentally. This refuse is now of little or no value, but 
may be manufactured into gas for illuminating or heating purposes by distil- 
ling this refuse in retorts in a similar manner to that in which coal gas is 
manufactured, but a lower temperature than that employed for coal is 
sufficient for the distillation of the refuse. 
The gas is purified in a similar manner to that in which coal gas or oil 
gas is purified. 
1187.—Tuomas Dicxason Rortcu, of Surbiton, Surrey, for “ Certain new 
and useful improvements in gas-generators.” Patent dated April 27, 1857. 
The nature of the invention may be thus explained :—When gas retorts 
have small eduction openings from their most highly heated parts, the 
charges of coal introduced into them are fully decomposed into gas, 
aqueous solutions of volatile salts, and light ethereal oils, As the common 
gas retort effects the two distinct chemical operations of distilling from 
its front part volatile products of the coal, while at the back part (or in 
the central part of a long retort) the coal is more or less perfectly decom- 
posed into gas and aqueous products. And this by not only reversing the 
position of the outlet for the gas, but by adapting the size of such outlet 
to the kind of coal to be decomposed for the production of gas in manu- 
facturing the same. As a single opening from the hot part of a retort in 
action might, at the instant of introducing the charge, allow vapours and 
tar to escape, it has been found practically that a conduit o1 tube of even 
bore leading, from the back or highly heated part of the retort, is the best 
arrangement, as any small portion of vapour entering the conduit at the 
moment of charging the retort is there decomposed into gas. Such conduit, 
in the case of short retorts, may be placed within the retort on the bottom, 
or may be arranged on the arch or in the thickness of the metal, and with 
an opening at the back or heated part of the charge. The application in 
the case of long retorts may be a conduit proceeding each way from the 
central part towards the front. In any case where the conduit is within 
the retort, it may terminate at the junction of the mouthpiece with the 
retort, where it should have a small flanch, the mouth of the retort being 
closed by a door or plate, through which the conduit may pass. The 
mouth of the mouthpiece being shut by a door connected or not with the 
inner door, there exists a chamber open to the rising pipe through which 
the gas can pass. This chamber prevents radiation of heat from the 
charge, and ensures uniformity in the working. Itis, however, preferable 
in large works to adapt the conduit to the external part of the retort, 
whatever may be its form; as, under such circumstances, it serves to 
strengthen the structure and simplify the apparatus. This application 
allows of one or more conduits being led from the back part of short or 
the central part of long retorts directly to the socket of the stand-pipe, 
whether the latter be on the mouthpiece or on the retort; and this 
socket should not open into the mouthpiece or retort, but should receive 
the conduit on one side where it opens; and on the opposite side of the 
socket there should be an opening, or short conduit, which should be open 
when the retort is open, and closed when the dvor fitting both mouth- 
piece and conduit is closed. All the advantages arising from the use of 
the double door and chamber are secured in this application by the sub- 
stitution of a non-conducting door, formed in part of clay, or space filled 
with ashes; or a more ready resort may be adopted, viz., that of charging 
the retort full of coal, and then throwing into the mouthpiece one or two 
shovelfulls of the coke of the last charge worked. Where clay retorts 
are preferred the conduit may be made and used in the same material, or 
a thin iron tube can be introduced loosely to guard the conduit from wear. 
The claim is for the improved method or means, as hereinbefore 
described, for decomposing coal into gas without the accompaniment of 
tar products, the same being, by the use of generators having small 
|| eduction conduits, made to operate substantially, as specified. Also, the 
employment of one or more bars of metal, or the mechanical equivalent 
thereto, in the conduit of the retort, and for reducing the passage through 
such conduit for the purpose essentially, as hereinbefore explained. 


1200.—Davin Cuapwick, of Salford, Lancaster, and Hernerr Frost, of 
Manchester, in the same co., machinist, for “ Improvements in apparatus 


A. REGAzZzoxI. 
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Sor measuring water and other liquids and gas, applicable also to the pur- 

pose of obtaining motive power.’ Patent dated April 28, 1857. 
One part of the invention consists in the employment of indiarubber as 
springs for keeping “ cupped leather packing” of pistons in contact with 
cylinders of meters. Another part of the invention refers specially to 
such oscillating cylinders or chambers of meters as are constructed with 
flexible materials, and consists in the application of surfaces along which 
the expanding chambers travel, acting thus as supports, but ceasing to do 
so at a certain point, at which the oscillation or rocking is then allowed. 
Another part of our invention consists in the combination of three or four 
flexible cylinders, or rigid cylinders, or chambers with telescopic sliding 
movements, so combined by means of suitable valves that one or two of 
such cylinders or chambers are being filled and the others emptied simul- 
taneously. Another part of the invention relates to water-meters gene- 
rally, and consists ina methed of causing the valves thereof to be changed 
in position. For this purpose the force of the fluid is made available, and 
caused to act upon pistons, diaphragms, or other apparatus not concerned 
in the measurement, so as to shift the valves by which the fluid enters and 
is discharged from the cylinders or chambers. 

The claim is for— 

1. The application of indiarubber as springs for keeping “ cupped 
leather packing” of pistons in contact with cylinders of meters. 

2. As applied to oscillating or rocking cyliuders or chambers constructed 
of flexible materials, the method of determining such oscillation or rocking, 
as described. 

8. The combination of three or four cylinders constructed of flexible 
materials, or on the telescopic principle, as illustrated. 

4. As applied to water-meters generally, the patentees claim the appli- 
cation of the fluid pressure exerting its force separately from that which is 
being measured, and acting direct upon the valve for changing the induc- 
tion and eduction passages; also the aforesaid improvements, as applied 
to motive-power engines. 
1236.—AvcGustus DE Recinatp He ey, of Oxford Street, London, glass 

merchant, for “‘ Certain improvements applicable in the burning of gas.” 

Provisional protection only obtained. Dated May 2, 1857. 

The object of this invention is to diminish the injurious and obnoxious 
effects produced in the burning of gas, especially as used for lighting pur- 

poses, and by more effectually consuming regulating the escape of the| 
gaseous products, heated air,smoke, &c. | 

This object is carried out by stopping the upper orifice of a common gas | 
glass shade or chimney with a hollow lid of any sufficient heat-resisting | 
material, completely closed at the top and sides, but ventilated at the| 
bottom, where it projects at one or more places beyond the said orifice by 





apertures, which, in their aggregate area, should not be less than the area 
of the lower orifice of the said shade or chimney. The object of this in- 
vention is also carried out by fitting the upper orifice of a common gas | 
glass shade or chimney with a projecting piece or pieces of any sufficient | 
heat-resisting material, so joined to a lid or lids of the same nature as to 
leave the desired area of escape between the lid and the projecting piece ; 
but the first method is recommended. | 


1258,—Joun Tuomas Way, of Welbeck Street, London, for “ Jmprove- 
ments in obtaining light by electricity, and in employing light so obtained 
Sor lighthouses and for giving signals.” Patent dated May 4, 1857, | 
This invention relates to improvements in obtaining light by electricity | 
when a flowing electrode, such as mercury, is employed, as is described in | 
the specification of a former patent granted to the patentee, dated Oct. 29, | 
1856 ; but in that specification the flowing electrode is described as falling 
into a surface of mercury or on to a point forming the other electrode. 
Now, it has been found that a superior light is obtained by employing two | 
flowing electrodes, such as two streams of mercury, one connected with || 
each pole of the battery and issuing from two jets, such streams meeting | 
each otherat a point where one or both of them falls into drops. The 
jets from which the flowing electrodes issue are formed of pipeclay or pipe- | | 
clay mixed with precipitated silica or phosphate of lime. To form the 
jets, these substances are moulded to a suitable shape and burnt; when 
cups are used for containing one of the electrodes (as is described in the | | 
specification before named), such cups are constructed ina similar manner | 
and from suitable materials, | 
In obtaining electric light by means of flowing electrodes of mercury, || 
considerable difficulty has been found in arranging glasses for enclosing | | 








the light, because the liquid electrodes spirt, in consequence of the violence || 
of the action, and the glass becomes coated and the light obscured. Now, || 
this obstacle is overcome by placing the glass so close to the light that it || 
becomes heated to such an extent that the mercury is no longer able || 
to adhere to it. In some cases, tale is employed for surrounding the 1} 
light instead of glass. When heretofore light has been obtained by elec- 
tricity produced by galvanic batteries, the current has been allowed to' 
flow continuously to the electrodes between which the light is exhibited. | 
Now, it has been found that great advantage is obtained by very rapidly 
making and breaking the electric circuit, by which the elements of the || 
battery are greatly economized, and when flowing electrodes are employed | 
the quality of the light is not sensibly altered. In order to return the 
material, which in flowing constitutes the electrode, to the cistern from 
which it issues, an electro-magnet is employed, which is kept continually 
revolving by the power of the galvanic battery. This rotating magnet | 
works a pump, or other similar apparatus, and also serves to produce the | 
rapid make and break of the circuit, which, as before mentioned, it is | 
desirable to obtain. 

Other apparatus receiving motion from the electric current may be em- 
ployed for these purposes, in place of a revolving electro-magnet. | 

In order to regulate the height of the column of the material forming | 
the flowing electrode from the jet on which it issues, it is found con- || 
venient to employ a glass tube with a scale attached to it, and the mate- || 
rial is allowed to flow into this glass tube from an upper cistern through | 
a delicate stop-cock, by means of which the material can be maintained | 
at any desired height in the glass tube; or the glass tube is connected | 
with a cistern in which the material is kept at a uniform level by a float, | 
so arranged as to regulate the descent of the material from a cistern | 
above. 
































It has also been found that electric light obtained by the use of flowing | NOTICES HAVE BEEN GIVEN OF INTENTION TO PROCEED 
electrodes is very —— for awe ‘gy aes" because the light so ob- WITH THE UNDERMENTIONED PATENTS. - 
tated fo instantaneou ly —— y breaking the electric circuit ; | 4g17._Juan Partison, of Moorgate Street, London, engineer, for “Av || 
as ge the light for this purpose, an apparatus for making and improved rotary pump.” June 29, 1857. |} 

ab. ~ ened a at — apparatus employed for making | 1g94 _Jouw TALBOT Prrman, of 67, Gracechurch Street, London, for | | 
and breaking electric circuits when telegraphing by electricity, is included “(An improved method of making carburetted hydrogen gas.” June 30, | | 
in the electric circuit. In order to adapt the electric light obtained by 1857 ts E ri 
the use of flowing electrodes for use in lighthouses, it is surrounded with F 
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_ ag 0 po — to those now in use in lighthouses; and Zi aa 7 ¥ tell ‘ mamas | 
when it is desired to obtain a flashing light, a self-acting apparatus, ac- r t 
tuated by clock-work, for breaking the circuit at determined intervals, is ega n gen ce. 
arranged. —_ 
In carrying out the first part of this invention, the patentee proceeds, COURT OF CHANCERY. i 
Lrycotn's Inn, Fripay, Nov. 13, | f 





generally, as described in his former patent of Oct. 29, 1856, but employs 
_— cisterns, ons —_ the streams of mercury forming the flowing elec- (Before eon hon gamman 
es are supplied. These cisterns may be arranged at any height above | . = : sa , = | 

the jet, according to the pressure which it is desired to m+ Pa but it is | on was the petition of John James Russell, of Wednesbury, in the || 
“ : : é y of Stafford, metal tube manufacturer, and it prayed that the great | | 

preferred to have the focal distance, or breaking-point of the mercurial | geq] might be affixed to a patent for an invention by the petitioner of an || 
stream, at some distance from the orifice of the jet, by which this latter is | improved method in the manufacture of metal tubes, notwithstanding the | f 
less exposed to any risk of injury from the heat: for this purpose a pres- | opposition lodged by a person named George Henry Muntz. It was further | | 
sure equal to a column of mercury of from three to four feet may with | asked that the letters patent might bear date of the 8th of March last, and || 
convenience be employed. | that the time for enrolling the specification might be extended for one month. | | 
It is obvious that the streams of mercury may be thrown upon each | Muntz had been formerly in the employ of the petitioner, but had been || 
other in any desired direction, and that a great variety of form might be | 8ummarily discharged, and he now opposed the petition on the ground that 

y ’ & y aught be | P 
given to the lamp. the invention was hisown. A great number of affidavits were read pro and 1] 
All parts of the lamp should be carefully made, so that no movement | SS Se ae Ve _ very conflicting nature. The daches also of || 
; “ada a | as relied upon. | 

a that required for the adjusting the jets should occur init. The | Mr. Matins, Mr. W. R. A. Boyne, and Mr. Werster (of the common || 
jets should be capable of ready adjustment, so that the streams of mercury law b : li aire ae Sameera H 

: ; ~ : ar) appeared in support of the petition; Mr. Dieny Seymour (of the | 

can be made to strike each other at any desired point; and means should | g9mmon law bar) and Mr. J. N. Hicarns opposed it. 1} 

be taken that, when so adjusted, they may be fixed steadily in the required | Mr, Boye having replied, | 
position. : : ; | The Lorp CHancector said that the impression left on his mind from | | 
The lamp and the connecting-tubes are conveniently made of iron or steel, | a consideration of the evidence was, that neither of the parties could claim {| 

other metals being liable to injury from the action of the mercury. One | to have been the first inventor. The improvement seemed to have struck 


or both of the tubes should be insulated by means of non-conducting | both of them at the same time. The way of solving the difficulty would be | | 
| to make an order, refusing to seal the letters patent unless Russell executed | | 


| substances, | 
| The glass used to enclose the light should be as infusible as possible, | 8% agreement to hold the patent as trustee for himself and Muntz, {| 
and well annealed. Its distance from the point of light is a matter of | my also waving his claim to wm he ee patent; the costes of the petition || 
importance, The object to be obtained is, that it should be heated | ” baa as tee of obtaining the patent. || 
sufficiently to prevent the mercury from adhering to it; that is to say, | eee adi — _ 1 
above the boiling-point of mercury, but not so much as to be in danger | || 
of being cracked or fused. VICE-CHANCELLOR’S COURT. | 
It is obvious, therefore, that the distance of the glass from the light | Wepvespay, Nov. 18, 1857. | 
should bear some relation to the strength of the electric current, since the (Before Vice-Chancellor Stuart.) 1 | 
brilliancy of the light and the heat produced will, of course, depend upon | TINKLER v. THE BOARD OF WORKS FOR THE WANDSWORTH DISTRICT. | 

the power employed. It is found that, when using four dozen cells of | «+ Worse for the Wandsworth District, from pulling down or converting the | 
i “ ” * . ert: | 
what is known as the “ Maynooth battery,” each zinc plate of which privies attached to 39 cottages belonging to the plaintiff, situate at Ford’s | 

/ 

} 


exposes to the acid a surface of about 80 square inches, the glass, if Buildings, in the parish of St. Mary, Battersea, or any of them, into water- | | 
of a cylindrical form (of which form it is described in the specification of | closets. eThe aes raised in the be was, whether the defendants had the | 
the patent dated Oct. 29, 1856), may have a diameter of from 14 to 2 inches. power of converting, contrary to the wish of the plaintiff and of his tenants, | 
It is desirable that this glass should be protected from rain when the | but at the expense of the plaintiff, the before-mentioned privies into water- || 
apparatus is used in the open air, and advantage is gained in shielding | closets. The contention on the defendants’ behalf was, that such conversion || 
it in all cases from currents of cold air. | was necessary for the public health. The question in the case turned on the 
When talc is used in place of glass these precautions are not n ry. | a ~ 5 Removal Act (1855) and the Metropolis Local Management Act | | 
The claim is for— 55). 
ini ic li . . Mr. Bacon, Q.C., and Mr. Schompere appeared for the plaintiff. and Mr. | 
5, Tp chemaing testes light by Go un ef te flowing electrodes, as MALINs, Qc. with whom was Mr. W. D. can appeared for the defendants. } 





herein described. 
2. The use of jets or cups of pipeclay, or pipeclay mixed with silica or | Tuvespay, Nov. 19 
phosphate of lime, for the electrodes, as herein described. The Vice-CHANCELLOR this morning gave judgment as follows :-— 








|| 3. The placing the glass so close to the light as to cause it to become | The object of this plaintiff is to restrain the defendants, who constitute | 
|| sufficiently hot to prevent the material forming the flowing electrode from | the Local Board of Works, from constructing on the plaintiff's property, || i 
|| adhering to it. | against the plaintiff's will, but at the plaintiff’s expense, certain works of a i 
| | 4. The use of talc in place of glass. | particular description, which they consider necessary for sanitary purposes. | / 
| | 





5. The rapidly making and breaking the electric current as it flows to | The question is not whether some works ought to be constructed, but || 
the electrodes, in place of allowing it to flow to them continuously, as | whether the particular nature and structure of the works should be such | | 
|| heretofore, as is insisted upon by the defendants, and whether the sanitary purposes | 
|| 6, The raising the material forming the flowing electrode back to the | A bg yp Roe yong 8 ne sg — of Fang as of = mad 
1] eiste ich i -. | which are alleged by the plaintiff to sufficient. is very much to be | 
| — EES Se EER, Oy Sgeaies Serine Sy Gecieviste regretted that a question of this eng — woe row 1 oe at all. || 

’ : : : . The Legislature, by the 12th section of that second Act of 1855, has provided | | 
| 7. The methods herein described of regulating the height of head of the a semper tribunal for trying questions of this disagreeable kind. Before justices | | 


material, which in flowing forms the electrode. of the peace such questions may Saw to th sos f 
ee aps _— y, according to the provisions of the Act, be | 
1} 8. The combining apparatus for obtaining electric light by the use of a qpesttiy ond B wee tried and decided. After hearing all that has been | | 
|| flowing electrode, with apparatus for conveniently making and breaking | urged by the counsel for the plaintiff, there appears nothing to satisfy the | | 
mind of any reasonable man that the local board, who are the defendants in | | 
producing flashes of light succeeding each other at any desired intervals, | this case, are justified in refusing to proceed so as to have the question be- || 
| as herein described. tween them and the ~e" a before - — 4 eon pore according | | 
9. Th : d tus fi ducing electric ligh to the Act of Parliament. e powers conferred on this and other boards of | | 
ee ee ee the same kind are enormous; but they are conferred to enable them to effect | | 
| 


the circuit, so as to render it suitable for communicating intelligence by 


of a flowing electrode, in combination with glass lenses or zones or other : - - - : 
optical apparatus, such as is now used in lighthouses, to direct the light in | PUTPoses 11 a high degree important to the public benefit. The preservation | | 
th P * dot : Also, th duci flashi light b ae of the public health was wisely considered by the Legislature of such para- | | 
o requves Cecetien. Aim, Ge pos we Pw — y making | mount importance as to justify enactments containing enormous arbitrary | | 
and breaking the electric current at regular intervals by means of clock- powers to be summarily exercised in extraordinary cases. To prevent the || 
work, as herein described. abuse of those powers, the second Act, which is mentioned in the title of the | | 
defendants’ notices, has provided certain checks by interposing enactments | | 
which require the orders of magistrates as authorities of independent tribunals. | 











. - : . - 
Assuming that there was in this case such a nuisance as required an inter- | | 

PROVISIONAL PROTECTION vention of the kind, it is not satisfactorily shown that they have proceeded 

HAS BEEN GRANTED FOR THE UNDERMENTIONED PATENTS. | with a proper degree of —- is clear - ~~ have not proceeded 

| ’ so as to give that right of appeal to the justices of the peace, or even that 

| 2727.—Joun ADDISON, of the H.E. 1. Co. s Army, Bombay, and of Tours ietementon, in the first hs comely of a loaies of the sheen ‘who is autho- 

|| in France, for “Discovering and destroying hydrogen or carburetted hydr 0- | rized by this Act. The proceedings of the defendants now sought to be re- 

| gen gas, and other gases in coal-mines, dwelling-houses, and other places.” | strained are wholly arbitrary: so conducted by them as to exclude the | 

| 
/ 
| 


Oct. 28, 1857. intervention of any other opinion than their own and that of their officers 
2747.—Pierro Fetos, of 97, Holborn Hill, London, mechanic, for “ Zhe | to guide them in the exercise of their enormous statutory powers, which are 
improvement of an illuminating reflector of light from gas, oil, or candle,” | consistent with the ordinary common-law rights of every Englishman. 
Oct. 29, 1857. Being inconsistent with those rights, the notion that the powers are to be 
| : | exercised so as to deprive the plaintiff of the opinion of a legitimate tribunal 
} 2797.—RicuarD Lamine, of Hayward’s Heath, Sussex, for “Improvements | seems extraordinary. The 211th section of the first Act, which gives a |) 
|| tm purifying gas, and in apparatus useful for that purpose.” Nov. 4, 1857. | right of appeal to the Metropolitan Board of Works, cannot be considered as | | 
|| 2815.—Freperick Liescomsr, of the Strand, London, water-filter manu- | imperative, or as over-riding enactments in the second statute, which gives 
|| facturer, for “Improvements in the mode of conveying water and other | jurisdiction to the justices of the peace as to ao of the established 
|| diguids.” Nov. 6, 1857. | magistracy of the country. The Metropolitan oard of W orks is a board 
with great arbitrary powers, for peculiar purposes, of recent legislative crea- | 
| . cca mecitad tion. When inthe 211th section it is stated that appeals can be made to 
I P | 
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that board, the scope of the Act rather seems to show that the appeal to | 
them was intended for questions of a different kind from that which arises in | 
this case: but, assuming that the appeal to the Metropolitan Board might | 
have been made on some points, in this case it is not the proper jurisdiction 
to try the question as to the legality of the defendants’ mode of proceeding. | 
It is not reasonable that the defendants should be allowed to proceed in such | 
a manner as to deprive the plaintiff of the means of having his legal rights | 
adjudicated upon by a proper legal tribunal. Without entering more mi- 
'| nutely into the evidence on both sides, it is enough to say that, upon the 
|| whole, there appears enough proved on the part of the plaintiff to show that | 
he has a right to the intervention of a proper legal tribunal to adjudicate | 
|| upon the question between himself and the defendants, as to the legality of | 
'| their proceedings and the nature of the works which must be done. It is | 
|| not consistent with the doctrine of this court that, where questions of this 
|| kind are to be determined, the defendant should be allowed to decide the | 
|| question in his own favour, and put in force violently those powers conferred | 
|| by the Act, till that which is the only proper tribunal shall have decided 
|| that the case is one to justify the exercise of the extraordinary powers. The 
|, order must therefore be, that the defendants, by their counsel refusing to 
|| proceed under the 12th section of the 18th and 19th Vic., cap. 121—one of 
the Acts mentioned in the title of their notices in the leadings mentioned— 
|| and refusing to make any arrangement to enable the plaintiff to try the legal 
| | Validity of their notices in the proceedings in the bill mentioned, for an in- 
|| junction according to the prayer of the bill, till answer or further order, the 
|| plaintiff undertaking to proceed without delay to construct, at his own ex- 
—_ proper and sufficient works and conveniences on the premises in the 
| bill mentioned, so as not to be objectionable as a nuisance, or liable to re- 
|; moval under any proceedings before a justice or justices of the peace under 
,| the 12th, 13th, pf 14th sections of the Act of Parliament of the 18th and 19th 
|| Vic., with liberty to either party to apply as he may be advised. In coming 
| to this conclusion, the importance to the public welfare of the duties to be per- 
|| formed by the defendants has not been overlooked. Considering the importance 
|| of the purposes to be effected by these boards, it seems the duty of the court 
to discountenance any proceeding tending to bafile or obstruct the legal 
|| exercise of their powers; but when a fair question arises as to whether they 
|, are legitimately and properly exercising such enormous powers, it would 
|; seem to be the duty of the court, where even a doubt arises, to take care that 
,every check which the Legislature has provided has its due operation in 
| | favour of a plaintiff complaining of the undue exercise of the arbitrary 
|| powers, unless in some urgent case where imminent danger to the public 
|| health would ensue from any delay in the immediate exercise of the arbitrary 
|; powers. Another matter not to be overlooked in cases of this kind is, the 
| expensive nature of the litigation, and the inequalities, in that respect, of 
|, the contending parties. The defendants seem to consider themselves free 
| from all personal risks of costs, even if they should be wholly unsuccessful. 
|| The ordinary penalty of payment of the costs personally, which is calculated 
|! materially to check a litigious spirit, does not affect these defendants. If 


|| they should at any stage of this litigation be condemned in costs, instead of 
| | being subjected to provide these costs out of their own private funds, those 

very costs must be raised by a rate of which the successful plaintiff may 
|| have to pay his proportion. The question of costs, however, is not now to 
| be decided. 


| Fripay, Nov. 20. 
j (Before Vice-Chancellor KINDERSLEY.) 
|| ® RE THE SOUTH ESSEX GASLIGHT COMPANY. 
1} This was a petition on the unopposed list for the winding-up of the above 
|/ecompany. The petition was entitled ‘ In the matter of the company, and 
also of the winding-up Acts of 1849.” 
Mr. GuassE and Mr. W. D. Lewis appeared in support of the petition. 
Mr. RoxpurGH, in opposition to the petition, contended that it should 
; have been entitled “In the matter of the Acts of 1856 and 1857.” He 
| insisted upon this point, which, although to appearance a technical one, 
| went in reality to the gist of the matter; another petition, rightly entitled, 
having been | smeenen in another branch of the court. (Sir. W. P. Wood's.) 
The Vice-CHANCELLOR refused leave to amend the petition; but, inas- 
much as the petitioner did not consent to its dismissal, ordered it to stand as 
an unopposed petition. 








| 

| 
|| COURT OF QUEEN’S BENCH. 

| Saturpay, Nov. 14, 1857. 

(Before Lord CAMPBELL, Mr. Justice CoLERIDGE, and Mr. Justice 

| | WIGHTMAN.) 
| THE BOARD OF WORKS FOR THE POPLAR DISTRICT, appellants ; NICHOLAS 
KNIGHT AND ANOTHER, respondents. 
| This was a special case stated for the opinion of the Court of Queen’s 
| i by Mr. Yardley, the police-magistrate, the facts of which are as 
| | follows :— 
| It appeared that the respondents were engaged in building some houses in 
|} a road called West ee ad and Deptford Ferry Road, within the parish 
of All Saints, Poplar, which is within the jurisdiction of the Board of Works 
for the Poplar district. They omitted to give seven days’ notice in writing 
to the Board of Works before beginning to lay and dig out the foundations, and 

roceeded to build the houses contrary to the orders given to them by the 

ard; and without the consent of the Board of Works they broke into and 

cut and carried —_ a large part of a certain sewer which is vested in the 
Board of Works, and refused and neglected to reinstate the sewer in con- 
formity with the directions of the board; whereupon the Board of Works 
caused the houses and buildings to be demolished, and the sewer to be re- 
instated, and summoned the respondents to appear at the Thames Police 
Court to show cause why they should not repay the expenses incurred, 
amounting to £42. 16s. At the hearing before the magistrate it was proved 
that a certain wall or embankment situate in the Isle of Dogs, and within 
the Poplar district, called the Marsh Wall, had, by virtue of the 18th and 
19th Vic., cap. 120, become vested in the Board of Works for the Poplar 
district. In the course of last year the defendants obtained the permission 
of the board to take down a portion of the wall to the extent of 72 feet, pre- 
paratory to building nine houses. Towards the end of last year, with a view of 
constructing six more new houses, the defendants, without obtaining the 
permission of the board, broke down a further portion of the wall, to the 
extent of 32 feet, for the purpose of laying the foundations, and soon after- 
wards built instead a retaining-wall, which was designed to form part of one 
of the houses which they intended to build. It was contended that the whole 
of the site of this house anda portion of the site next adjoining were encroach- 
ments on the Marsh Wall. notice of drainage, and a plan of drainage of 
these houses were sent to the board on the 9th of March, and on the 12th of 
March the board gave notice to the defendants to stay all works, pending the 





| and fees paid for advice of counsel, £16. 63. 4d., these two sums being the 





|| decision of the board. On the 18th of March, notice was given by the board 


down. The surveyor of the board reported that the proposed plan of drainage 
was unobjectionable, and, therefore, no objection was made by the board to 
that plan. In the beginning of May of the present year, the defendants 
commenced building one of the two houses the sites of which were alleged by 
the board to be encroachments upon the Marsh Wall. On the 28th of May, 
the board entered, and took down so much of the house as had been built, 
and the retaining-wall, and rebuilt the 32 feet of the Marsh Wall which had 
been broken down. The expenses incurred in so doing were £26. 19s, 8d., 


amount for which they were summoned. The magistrate decided that the 
board could recover neither of these sums for themselves, upon the ground 
that, although the board might legally enter to abate an encroachment on 
the Marsh Wall, yet, as this entry was not in pene of sections 76, or 83, | | 
or 204, or any other section of the 18th and 19th Vic., c. 120, whereby he 
was empowered to order repayment of the ae incurred, such expenses 
could not be recovered on summons before him. He therefore dismissed 
the summons, and awarded that the sum of £4. 2s. should be paid to the | | 
defendants as costs. The hearing before Mr. Yardley was on the 23rd of | | 
September, and on the 26th of September notice of appeal was given, and || 
application was made to him to state a case for the opinion of the Court of | | 
Queen’s Bench, pursuant to the 20th and 2lst Vic., c. 43. 
Mr. Huppixston, Q.C., with whom was Mr. Hopason, appeared for the 
appellants. Mr. Hueu Hit, Q.C., with whom was Mr. E. B. Price, 
appeared for the respondents. 
ir. Huex Hitu proceeded to argue the case on behalf of the respondents, 
and called their lordships’ attention to the various sections of the Act of 
hes | and had not proceeded far in his arguments when he was inter- 
rupted 
fr. Hopouaeton : I think, if your lordships will look at this case, it} 
really is impossible, upon the statement of the case as made by the magistrate, | 
to bring the real point before the court. 
Lord CampBeLL: We must take it as it is. 
Mr. Hucu Hitu: An application was made to the learned magistrate to | 
correct his case, and he did correct it. | 
Mr. Huppieston: The 7th section of the 20th and 21st Victoria gives | 
— to the court to order a case stated by a magistrate to be sent back to 
e amended. 
Lord CampBett: When we have heard it argued, if we find that something | 
is defective, we will then exercise that discretion. } 
Mr. Huppieston : I thought it right to mention the matter at once, in 
order to save your lordships’ time. I have an affidavit of the facts in which 
this case was brought before the magistrate. Your lordships will see, in the 
course of the argument, that there are several important facts which it may || 
be necessary to have found, one way or the other. } 
Mr. Justice CoLeRIDGE: Mr. Hill, ~~ do not think the case is imperfect ? 
Mr. HucnH Hii: No, my lord; I think the case excludes them ver 
satisfactorily. They only want it sent back so as to have a right to be heard. 
Lord CAMPBELL: Mr. Huddleston, if you think the case cannot be argued 
as a we will now listen to any application for the case to be post- | 
poned. 
Mr. Huppteston: The learned magistrate seems to have omitted a great 
many points which it is important for your lordships to have before you. | 
The great question in this case is, whether a certain embankment, called the 
Marsh Wall, is within the jurisdiction of the vestry board of the Poplar dis- | 
trict, or within the jurisdiction of the Metropolitan Board of Works, or whether | | 
it is within any jurisdiction at all; and, inasmuch as upon the keeping up of | | 
that wall depends the safety of the whole of the Isle of Dogs, it becomes a | 
very important fact to have that found. Upon the integrity of that wall or | | 
bank rests the safety of the whole of what is called the Poplar district. The | 
learned magistrate in his finding states that, on hearing the complaint, it was 
proved that a certain wall or embankment was vested in the board; but | 
whether that was a wall or embankment, or whether it really came within | | 
the definition of the word ‘‘sewer,” which means sea-weir, he does not say. | | 
If the magistrate had put in the case the facts that were proved, your lord- | 
ships would be able to see whether that was in fact a wall within the juris- | 
diction of the Commissioners of Sewers, and whether, in fact, it would come | 
under the generic term of sewers, namely, sea-weir, sea-fence, or sea-wall. 
Mr. Justice CoLERIDGE: The magistrate makes a distinction between a {| 
marsh wall and aretaining-wall. Are we to take judicial cognizance of that ? | | 
Mr. Huppieston : The marsh wall would be a protection from the sea; || 
the retaining-wall would be the retaining-wall of the house. Thirty-two || 
feet of this wall have been cut down, and the foundations of the house made | 
in its place. 
Lord CAMPBELL: If the case does not convey to the court a sufficient de- 
scription of the locality, we cannot apply the law to it. 

r. Huppeston : All that is found in the case is, that a certain wall or | 
embankment, called the Marsh Wall, was in the Isle of Dogs. Whether that || 
was for the protection of the Isle of Dogs from the water or not is not stated. | 
Your lordships may infer it, but I cannot ask your lordships to take judicial || 
cognizance of that fact. | 

r. Huan Hitz: There is no doubt it is an embankment for the popene || 





| 
| 
| 
| 





of protecting it from flooding; Iam not going to contend that, but what 
contend is, that it is not a sewer within the meaning of this Act. | 

Lord CampBe.L: Some people call the river Thames a sewer. 

Mr. Huppieston: I am afraid it is the greatest sewer in the metropolis, 
my lord, or even in England. 

Mr. Hucu Hitz: Thereis a sewer a little way from it, called the Drunken || 
Dock Sewer, which seems, by the schedule of the Act, to be vested in the | 
Metropolitan Board of Works. 

Mr. Justice WicHTMAN: What is the office or nature of the wall? 

Mr. Huppixston : There is no doubt that this is a wall to protect that dis- 
trict against flooding. 

Lord CAMPBELL: Then it is a sea-wall within the jurisdiction of the Com- | 
missioners of Sewers. Do you agree that it is a wall erected for the protec- 
tion of the Isle of Dogs from the river by the Commissioners of Sewers, and 
that it was under their jurisdiction? 

Mr. Hueu Hix: There is no doubt of that, my lord. 

Lord CampBELL : Then the argument may proceed. 

Mr. Hueu Hixx: Then, my friend wishes to add that there was a sluice 
under that wall connected with the sewer for the drainage of the Isle of Dogs, 
called Drunken Dock. My lords, I am supporting the decision to which the 
magistrate has arrived, that he ought not to make the order for the payment 
of this money. My contention is, neither that the Local Board of Works nor 
the Metropolitan Board of Works have any right to do anything to this wall 
except as pertaining or belonging to a sewer, and there is no sewer there 
except this Drunken Dock sewer. 

Mr. Huppteston: My lords, before my friend proceeds, I may just call 

our attention to our view of the case. We say that it is transferred to the 
cal Board under the 68th section. We also say that it is, in fact, a wall, 
fenced, pertaining to sewers, vested in the Metropolitan Commissioners of 














| to the defendants to reinstate the part of the Marsh Wall which they had taken 
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Sewers; that the Metropolitan Commissioners of Sewers have jurisdiction 
over the whole of the sewers; and, under schedule “ D,” their sewers are 
transferred to the Metropolitan Board of Works, and those sewers are now 
delegated to the Board of Works of the district. Ishould contend that, these 
sewers being vested in the district board, they have jurisdiction. The ma- 
— has omitted to find several aes facts; and I will suggest, m 
ords, that, instead of this being sent back to the magistrate, the case shall 
| stand over for the junior counsel on each side to settle those facts, 
| Lord CAMPBELL: We are — very desirous to have the circumstances 
fully and correctly brought before us. It is a most material point—the 
safety of the whole of the inhabitants of the Isle of Dogs being affected by it. 
The question should be solemnly and justly decided, and I think it better to 
do what you suggest, that the junior counsel on both sides should directly 
state what the facts are, and then the court will be enabled to do justice 
satisfactorily, which they cannot do in the present state of the case. 

Mr. Justice CoLeripcE: Mr. Hill, it is quite unimportant to support a 
| particular conviction on an imperfect statement. 
| Mr. Hitu: I am quite willing to adopt my lord’s suggestion. 

_Lord Campseti: You had better amend it in that way; it is better than 
hers = ma; meg = tape of doing so. ‘ 

. Hue Hin: It wou necessary, my lord, that some gentleman 

‘ the bar should be named as umpire. nid) , . 








|| Mr. Huppieston (after conbeline with Mr, Hill): We have named the 


|arbitrator, my lord, between the parties. 
Lord CAMPBELL: The case will stand over in the meantime. 


Bi of Tvurspay, Nov. 17. 
| (Sittings i danco.—Before Lord Campsett and Justices COLERIDGE, 
WicuHTMan, and Erxz.) 
| ; BAILEY V, CUCKSON AND OTHERS. 
| This was an appeal from the decision of the judge of a county court, The 
action was brought against four members of the Worksop Local Board of 
| Health to recover the sum of £21. 14s. for work and labour in attending and 
|| giving evidence before a committee of the House of Commons. Some parties 
|| at Worksop had introduced a gas bill into Parliament, and the defendants 
|| present, at a meeting of the Local Board of Health, had passed a resolution 
| authorizing their clerk to o the bill. The plaintiff, at the request of 
|| the clerk, gave evidence before the committee, and subsequently sent in his 
|| bill to the board. The board made a general district rate under the 87th 
| 'section of the Public Health Act (11th & 12th Vic., cap. 63) to defray this 
and other expenses, but the rate was Dns ag by this court, upon the ground 
{| that some of the expenses had been i egally incurred. When sued in the 
| county court the defendants relied on the 140th section of the Act, which 
‘| enacted that no contract entered into by the said local board, if the contract 
| were entered into “‘ bond fide for the purpose of executing the Act,” should 
| Subject any member personally to any action, but that all expenses so in- 
| curred should be paid out of the general district rate. The judge non-suited 
| the plaintiff, and on this appeal being brought stated that the defendants had 
|| acted “‘ bond fide in their public capacity as members of the local board.” 
| Mr. Serjeant Hayes contended that the nonsuit ought to be set aside, as 
the judge had not found that the expense incurred was “bond fide for the 
perpens of executing the Act.” 
. r. a contended that the board, and not the defendants, ought to have 
| been sued. 
| Lord CamppE.t said he thought the nonsuit could not be supported. Bot 
| the defendants might show that they were acting ‘bond fide for the purpose 
of executing the Act ;” and that it was ree pA for them to oppose the bill, 
|and that they were acting with the consent of the ratepayers and within the 
| scope of their authority. It might also appear that the plaintiff gave credit 
| to the board, and not to the defendants. 
| The other judges were of the same opinion. 
| The nonsuit was accordingly set aside. 
Mr. Serjeant Hayes applie for the costs, but 
Lord CAMPBELL said there would‘be no costs, as it was not known who 
ultimately might succeed. 











| 
| COURT OF EXCHEQUER. 
| Saturpay, Nov. 21. 
| (Sittings at Nisi Prius.—Before Mr. Baron Martin and Common Juries.) 
BATEMAN ¥, THE MAYOR, &c., OF ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE. 
This was an action brought by the plaintiff to recover a sum of £202, for 
|' work and labour, and for money paid for the defendants’ use. The de- 
| fendants pleaded never indebted. 
|| Mr. Monk and Mr. Compton Hutton sepeeast for the plaintiff, and 
|| Mr. H. Hitt and Mr. F. Spryxs represented the defendants. 
{| It appeared that in 1835 a company was established and incorporated for 
|| the purpose of supplying the town of Ashton-under-Lyne with water. The 
|,town of Ashton-under-Lyne lying near Manchester had participated in the 
|| prosperity of its parent, and its population and the number of its manufac- 
jtories had increased to such an extent that in 1854 the supply of water 
|| furnished by the company was inadequate to satisfy the demands made upon 
| \it. In that year the commissioners of the town of Staleybridge gave notice 
\|of their intention to apply for an Act to enable them to supply the town of 
Ashton-under-Lyne with a sufficient quantity of pure water, and the mu- 
nicipal corporation of Ashton-under-Lyne also gave notice of their intention 
|to apply for an Act to enable them to purchase the existing works of the 
| then company. The company, in self-defence, determined to apply for an 
| extension Act, which would enable them to draw water from a stream called 
\the Swine Shaw Brook, and thus prevent any other company being esta- 
| blished to their prejudice. They accordingly gave notice of their intention, 
and instructed the plaintiff, the eminent water-work engineer, to take the 
necessary steps for preparing the plans for the proposed extension, and to 
have the plans, when oe eT and printed. The plaintiff 
accordingly had the land surveyed, drew the requisite plans, and sent them 
to Messrs. Blacklock and Co., lithographic printers, at Manchester, for the 
purpose of their being lithographed ard printed. The requisite number of 
gs having been prepared were deposited at the usual places, Before any 
ill was introduced into Parliament an arrangement was entered into, b 
which the Staleybridge Commissioners undertook not to apply for their till, 
and the municipal corporation purchased the company’s works, and engaged 
to all the company’s liabilities. The plaintiff thereupon sent in 
his account against the company, amounting to £477, to the municipal cor- 
Poration—the present defendants—who paid him immediately. t ace 
count, however, did not include the charge for lithographing and printing 
the plans. Messrs, Blacklock and Co.’s charge amounted to £202, the sum 
now —— to be recovered. The defendants having refused to pay the 
demand the present proceedings had been instituted. 

This case having been proved by evidence, 

Mr. H. Hix said that the case would turn upon the construction to be put 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 











upon the words of the Act incorporating the original company in 1833. He 
apprehended that the company had no right to enter into any contract which 
involved an extension of their works. The Act mentioned certain places 
within which the company were entitled to supply water, and contained a 
clause forbidding them to exceed those limits. The bill went on to say that 
the dividends payable to the shareholders should not exceed 7} per cent. 
upon the outlay; and that, if there were any surplus income after payiu 
the shareholders 74 per cent., the charge for supplying should be reduce 
proportionally. Under these circumstances, the inhabitants of the town of 
Ashton-under-Lyne would have been injured by any extension of the district 
to be supplied by the company, as their surplus capital would then ge to pay 
for the new works, instead of reducing the rates payable by the inhabitants 
of the district mentioned in the Act. The bill proposed to be applied for by 
the company in 1854 was for the purpose of considerably extending the dis- 
trict to be supplied by the company, and therefore any contract they entered 
into with regard to that bill was egal, and no action would lie against the 
defendants for any claim founded upon such a contract. Any inhabitant of 
the district might have applied for an injunction yay | he saw the adver- 
tisement containing the notice of the application to Parliament for the ex- 
tension. He further objected that, as the debts of the company were directed 
to be paid out of the borough fund, the proper proceeding would have been to 
apply for a mandamus, instead of bringing an action. 

r. Baron MARTIN said it was very hard if the law was that an Act of 
Parliament which empowered a company to make certain works, and to pay 
a certain dividend, prevented them applying for a new Act for the pur 
of enabling them to make those works more complete, and that they 
could take advantage of it to defeat the claim of the person who had done 
work forthem. He would only put one question to the jury—Was the com- 
pany justified, under the circumstances of the case, in applying to Parliament 
for fresh powers? ‘ ; 

The jury said the company was justified in so doing. wer: 
Mr. Baron Martin: Verdict for the plaintiff for £202. I will give no 
encouragement to such defences. 


KIREDALE QUARTER SESSIONS. 
Wepnespay, Nov. 11. , 

(Before Lord Sran.eEy (chairman) and a Bench of Magistrates.) 
CORPORATION OF LIVERPOOL, appellants ; OVERSEERS OF THE TOWNSHIP 
OF WEST DERBY, respondents. 

This was an appeal by the corporation, as owners of the water-works, 
against the assessment of their station in Green Lane, and their pipes, &c., 
in the township, to the rate for the relief of the poor. 

Mr. J. B, ASPINALL and Mr. Rarries appeared for the appellants, and 
Mr. SeGar and Mr. Conway for the respondents. : 

It appeared, from the opening speech of the learned council for the re- 
spondents, that some short time since the overseers of the township of West 

rby caused the water-works belonging to the corporation in Green Lane 
to be assessed. The corporation appealed againstthe rate; and a case having 
been submitted to the Court of Queen’s Bench, the —— were held to 
be liable. Since then the overseers have again assessed them in the net sum 
of £6300 in respect of the above works, and in the sum of £1800 in respect 
of their pipes passing under ground through the township. The corporation 
claimed exemption on the ground that they had no beneficial occupation, not 
being allowed to realize profits from the supply of water. 

After the case had been opened, and Mr. C. E. Cawley, C.E., had been 
examined as to the value of the works, &c., counsel on both sides retired for 
an hour, to consult as to the propriety of carrying the matter further, seeing 
that it was not likely they would be able to come to an agreement as to the 
principle upon which the assessment should rest. ; 

On the case being resumed, it was stated that the following arrangement 
had been come to and signed by counsel on both sides :—‘ The appeal to be 
referred to T. F. Ellis, Esq., ac, or if he cannot take it, to some other 
gentleman, to be agreed upon by Mr. Segar and Mr. Aspinall, on the usual 
terms of order of nisi prius, as far as applicable. He is to have power to 
state a case for the Queen’s Bench, the appeal to be kept alive by respiting, 
and his judgment to be that of the court.” 

Lord Geaxtay said the court had pleasure in assenting to that arrangement. 

There was another appeal against a rate made in the parish of Bootle, but 
the court ruled that notice had not been given within the reasonable time 
required, and it was dismissed. 


LAMBETH POLICE COURT. 
Tuurspay, Noy. 12. 
CHARGE OF GAS STEALING. 

David Perryman, of 19, Belvidere Road, Lambeth, artificial florist, was 
summoned by the Phenix Gas Company for “‘ causing a pipe to communicate 
with a pipe belonging to that company without the consent of the company.” 
It mo pee that on the 21st of October, the inspector, in his regular rounds, 
found that the company’s union joint on the outlet pipe of the meter had 
been screwed on to the main cock, thus allowing gas to pass into the fittings 
without being measured; and he also found that the meter had been tam- 
= with since his previous visit on the 29th of September, and that it was | 

eficient two quarts of water. The quantity of gas consumed at different 








half ay a indicated also a tampering with the meter. The gas was imme- 
diately discontinued, and the meter brought to the company’s office; and on 
the following morning the meter was properly charged with water, and 
exhibited to the defendant himself, as affording an abundant Supply of gas. 

The defendant pleaded that, on the 20th ulto., he had had a bad light, 
and that, for the purpose of improving it, he had poured water into the 
meter, and subsequently had taken water out of it, without improving the 
light, and that at last he had unconnected the meter as it was found. The 
defendant’s boy was called to prove that he had received orders in the 
morning to give notice at the company’s office, but that he had forgotten to 
do so. The magistrate decided that the defendant had had no felonious 
intention in what he had done; but, as he had violated the company’s Act 
of Parliament, he must be convicted in a nominal fine of one shilling and 
costs, to prevent his doing the same in future. 


THAMES POLICE COURT. 
Wepnespay, Nov. 11. 
CHARGE OF GAS STEALING. 

The hearing of the charge yy Thomas Ashwell, a master tailor, 
carrying on business at No. 19, Green Street, Stepney, which was partially 
heard on Nov. 7, was resumed before Mr. SELre, who, before going into this 
case, said he was a proprietor of shares in the company, and asked if there 
was any objection to his hearing the case? 

Mr. Sarr: None whatever, sir. The prisoner has not the slightest ob- 
jection to your hearing and determining the case. 

It appeared from the evidence for the prosecution that the prisoner had 
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been supplied with gas by the C cial Company for some time prior to 
the 22nd of May last, when his meter was removed and the pipes which 
communicated with the burners disconnected, in consequence of the prisoner 
failing to pay up the arrears due to the company. The gas had been cut off 
for the same reason on a former occasion. A few days after the 22nd of May 
the prisoner obtained a short pipe, which he fixed to the company’s main in 
the street, and attached one end of it to the pipe communicating with the 
burners in the shop, parlour, and kitchen, oad had been in the practice of 
burning gas thus surreptitiously obtained ever since, until Friday last, when 
he was taken into custody by police-serjeant Bridgland, No. 39 K, who told 
him that he was charged with stealing gas, to which he replied, “ I know I 
have done it; they took the gas-meter away, and I bought a piece of pipe 
and fixed it so that I could burn gas.” ‘The police-serjeant dissevered the 
piece of pipe attached to the main. Several persons who had been occasion- 
Frm oyed by the prisoner said that gas was constantly burning since last 
Whitsuntide on Ashwell’s premises. Sometimes only one light was burning, 
at other times two, and occasionally three. It was elicited from the wit- 
nesses, in cross-examination by Mr. Smith, that the door was often open 
while the gas was burning, and that the prisoner never concealed the fact 
that his meter was taken away and that he had fixed a pipe to supply him- 
self with gas. Mr. Jones, engineer to the company, valued the stolen gas used 
W the prisoner, according to the best calculation he could make, at £1 only. 

e also said that for the quarter ending Christmas last 8s. 9d. was charged 
against the prisoner for the gas he had used, but for the next quarter, ending 
Lady-day, £1. 4s. was charged. The cause of this difference was explained 
by Mr. Jones. No gas was registered by the meter in the prisoner's cellar 
for the last named quarter, and the prisoner made an excuse that the meter 
was out of order. A calculation was then made of what the prisoner might 
have burnt, and he was charged accordingly. The prisoner objected to the 
charge, and said he was too poor to pay it. The meter was then removed, 
and the supply of gas cut: off. Upon examining the prisoner’s meter it was 
found to be in good order, and perfectly accurate. It was also submitted on 
| the part of the prosecution that no gas-fitter would have fitted such a pipe 
|as that used by the ree for surreptitiously supplying himself with gas, 
|and Mr. Jones called it a “jerry,” a slang name given to it, and which no 
honest consumer of gas would use. It was also stated that juries had con- 
victed dishonest gas consumers of larceny under circumstances precisely 
similar to the gene and that a man named Cash, an ironmonger in Brick 
Lane, Spitalfields, had, on the prosecution of the company, been convicted 
and sentenced to twelve months’ imprisonment and hard labour for surrep- 
semen A supplying himself with gas by means of a “jerry” like that 
produced. 

Mr. Peter Atrell, collector of dues for the company, said the prisoner’s 
supply of gas had been twice cut off for non-payment of arrears. 

Mr. Young maintained that the case set up for the prosecution was one for 
@ jury to try, and that the prisoner ought to be committed for trial. 

Mr. Smrru said the most important witness—the man who had seen the 
meter when it was removed—was not present, or he might have thrown a 
different light on the subject. 

Mr, Jonzs said the person alluded to by Mr. Smith had long since left the 
company’s employ, and had gone to Constantinople to make gas for the 

urks, 
Mr. Smrru said the prisoner made no secret of fixing the pipe and burning 
gas after his meter was removed, and he did it openly, with his doors open, 
and with a perfect consci of i e. If there had not been a dis- 
pute about the charge for gas for the quarter ending Lady-day, the prisoner 
would have paid for the gas, and the supply would not have been cut off. 

Mr. SELre said he was very 
|; company say there had been a conviction for larceny under circumstances 
| precisely similar to the present. 
| Mr, dtre//: It is so, I can assure you, sir. 
| Mr. SEtre thought the officers of the company had very bad memories. 
| If there had been anything like satisfactory evidence that the pipe now in 
| court, and called a “jerry,” had been fixed with any felonious intention, he 
| Should have committed the prisoner for trial. There was no pretence for 




















| was possible the meter failed to register the gas consumed. The prisoner had 
| acted most improperly in fixing such a pipe as he had done without the 
|sanction of the company, and without giving them notice; but, however 
ary a the act of the prisoner, he had done it openly, and communicated 
| what he had done to those about him. It also appeared that the gas burning 
in the prisoner’s shop could be seen from the strect. ‘The prisoner was a 
foolish man and had been guilty of an unlawful act, for which he intended 
to fine him, but there was no case on which a jury would convict the prisoner 
of felony. It was highly necessary, however, for the protection of gas com- 
panies that such reprehensible acts should be punished. If people were allowed 
to fix pipes to the gas mains with impunity and without giving notice, no 
gas company would be safe. Such acts ought to be punished with severity. 
He was informed the prisoner was a poor man, but he could not inflict a less 
penalty than £10. 

Mr. Jones: The prisoner is liable to a penalty of £2 for every night he 
surreptitiously used our gas. 

Mr. Setre: Yes, I know. 

The prisoner’s solicitor said his client could not pay the fine. 
_ Mr. Sexre: I will give him a week. If the money is not then paid I shall 
issue a distress warrant, and if he has no goods he will be committed to 
prison. 





Miscellaneous News. 


METROPOLITAN BOARD OF WORKS. 
Monpay, Nov. 16. 

A Special Meeting of the Board was held this day in the Court of Common 
Pleas, Guildhall, for the purpose of receiving and considering the report of 
the deputation to the First Commissioner of Works on the subject of the 
main drainage of the metropolis—Mr. Tuwazrres in the chair. 

Mr. D'IlrraNnGER rose, pursuant to notice, to move for a deputation to the 
First Lord of the Treasury and the Chancellor of the Exchequer on the 
financial points involved in the work, before any further discussion of the 
engineering questions took place. 

. Bristow interposed, and argued that the motion was out of order, 
the object of the present meeting being the reception and discussion of the 
—- report, which would be entirely frustrated if the motion were 
carried. 

The Cuargman ruled that Mr. D'Iffanger was in order in proposing his 
resolution. 

Mr. D'iprancer said the proposition he had to make was, that before 
taking any further steps on the engineering points of the main drainage, 











| saying the “jerry ’’ had been fixed before the meter was removed, and it | 





much surprised to hear the officers of the | 


| of extending the outfall to Sea Reach, but he felt that this could not be! ; 





| disposed of, but until the financial question was satisfactorily settled, no- | 


the board, or a committee, do seek an interview with the First Lord of the 
Treasury and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, for the purpose of ascertain~ 
ing whether Government are prepared to assist the board in reference to 
its financial position, and to what extent; and that the Members of Parlia- 
ment representing metropolitan constituences be requested to attend the 
interview. He was sure that every one who had read the report of 
the conference between the chaiyman and the First Commissioner 
of Works, must be convinced of the necessity of some such resolu- 
tion as this being adopted by the board. It might be the opinion) 
of some that further communication with the Government should} 
be deferred until they had settled what plans should be adopted;| 
but it was quite evident that, unless the board had the aid of 
Government, it would be quite impossible to extend the sewerage to Sea 
Reach. The chairman very properly told the First Commissioner that the 
ultimate decision of the board as to extending the point of outfall must de- | 
pend upon their obtaining funds, and therefore it became entirely a ques- 
tion of finance. It was true Sir B. Hall had expressed an opinion that Par- 
liament would not give a farthing towards effecting this object, but much as 
he (the speaker) respected the right honourable baronet, he did not look 
up to him as an absolute authority on the point; and he would strongly urge | 
upon the board the propriety of their going to the head of the Government 
on a matter cf such national importance, for it was absurd to say that the 
drainage of the metropolis was a question which concerned the inhabitants | 
of London alone. There were three things which ought to be impressed 
upon the mind of the First Lord of the Treasury, and which his assistance | | 
should be asked to secure. The sanitary state of the metropolis con-| | 
cerned all parts of the country, inasmuch as at some time or other every 
one had business to transact in London, and the representatives of the | 
nation in Parliament had felt the great nuisance which arose from the! 
foul state of the Thames. The First Lord of the Treasury should) 
be asked, therefore, in the first place, whether he would be prepared 
to propose to Parliament a grant out of the Consolidated Fund for the | 
execution of these great public works? and if not, in the second place, | 
what aid the Government would render to the board in reference to its | 
borrowing powers. The sum specified as necessary by the referee engmeers 
was £5,000,000; and it must be apparent to every one that, unless the Go- | 
vernment would lend its guarantee, the money could not be raised. The) 
only source from which the board could procure a loan would be from the 
insurance companies, but what rate of interest would they demand? The 
ratepayers of the metropolis would be far from satisfied if so large a sum 
were raised at a higher rate than that which the Government paid; and 
therefore it became of the greatest importance that some step should be 
taken to secure that object. He came now to the third point, which was 
rather a delicate one. He did not think the public works required to be| 
executed in the metropolis could be or should be effected by direct taxa- 
tion, and they ought to ask the Government to sanction some plan for ex- 
tending their powers for raising money, and to give the board the aid of 
indirect as well as direct taxation. The coal-tax of 9d.in the pound would 
expire in the year 1862. That tax produced £160,000 per annum; and the 
tax upon omnibuses and cabs produced £100,000 per annum; why should 
not the benefit of these taxes, yielding £260,000 a year, be given to the 
board for metropolitan improvements? He did not think the inhabitants 
of the metropolis would object to the continuance of the coal-tax for that 
purpose. It was all very well to say that to extend the outfall from B* to 
Sea Reach would only occasion an additional rate of five farthings in the 
pound; but to many persons a rate to that amount would be of great cons! 
sequence. ‘The pressure of local rates was being felt already most severely 
in some of the metropolitan districts—as at Fulham—and if to these yearly 
increasing charges a general rate, such as he had mentioned, were added, | 
the ratepayers would be unable to bear them, | 
Mr. Howes seconded the motion. He believed that the financial question |! 
was the first and most important one to be disposed of. He was in favour | 











effected by direct taxation of the metropolitan ratepayers. Unless there | | 
was some relaxation of the existing state of things, and all that the metro- | | 
polis could produce in the shape of indirect taxation were made available | | 
for the purpose, it was not just to saddle the ratepayers with the burthen | | 
of such an undertaking. All the engineering difficulties might be easily | | 


thing could be done with the main drainage of the metropolis. 

Mr. Brisrow said he thought that the resolution, however proper it | 
might be in itself,had been brought forward at a very inopportune moment; 
and that being his opinion, he should move as an amendment, “That the | 
question be not now put.” 

Mr. Dennis seconded the amendment, because the motion prejudiced the | 
discussion of the whole question. 

The amendment was put and carried. 

The CLERK then read the following report by the chairman as to the result | 
of the conference with the First Commissioner of Her Majesty’s Works, &c., 
on the main intercepting drainage :— 

TO THE METROPOLITAN BOARD OF WORKS. 
1, Greek Street, Soho Square, Nov. 5, 1857. 

I have toreport that, pursuant tothe resolution of the board on the 30th of October, | 
I, accompanied by the engineer and clerk of the board, attended the First Commis- 
sioner of Her Majesty’s Works and Public Buildings, for the purpose of conferring 
with him on the subject of the main intercepting drainage of the metropolis. 

I entered generally into the several objections entertained by the board to the 
scheme proposed by the referees appointed by the First Commissioner. I stated 
that, in my opinion, some of the differences between the board and the referees were 
rather subjects for the consideration of the First Commissioner and myself, requiring 
to be adjusted before the engineering points should be di i e engi 8 
That these questions were those arising upon the portions of the report of the referees 
which applied to the proposal of open sewers, the enlarged area, and the cost of the 
extension of the outfall beyond B*. 

Having referred to the objections which it appeared to me existed in point of law, 
and on other grounds, to the recommendations of the referees in relation to those 
questions, I proceeded to call the attention of the First Commissioner to the state- 
ment which he made to.a deputation from*this board on the 20th of November last, 
to the effect that if the board would adopt the point of outfall suggested by Captain 
Burstal, at B*, they would fulfil all their obligations under the Metropolis Local 
Management Act, so far as concerned the outfall, and asked him if, having regard 
to that statement, he could inform me, in case the board should decide upon extend- 
ing the outfall to Sea Reach, whether Government would be prepared to adopt mea 
sures for contributing the add 1 cost quent upon the extension, The 
First Commissioner said that, as regarded the question of the open sewers, he agreed 
with the board that it was essential that the sewerage of the metropolis should be 
conveyed away in covered ch ls, and 2 y that the open sewers were 
inadmissible. That, with respect to the proposed enlargement of the area, he did 
not desire to impose upon the board more than was now required by law, and only 
asked that they would carry out the object contemplated at the passing of the Metro 
polis Local Management Act, namely, that they would free the Thames from allim- 


purities flowing into it within the limits of the metropolis. 

















With respect to the cost of the extension, that, before the Government could 
itself to make any contribution to the cost of extended works, it must apply 












































sanction of Parliament to any such arrangement, and, in his opinion, Parliament 
would refuse to make any contribution whatever. 
I then asked the Firat Commissioner whether, in the event of the Government and 


sary for extending the outfall to Sea Reach, the Government would be prepared to 
aid the buard in obtaining the requisite funds for carrying out the main drainage, by 
borrowing the money and lending it to the board at the same rate of interest, on the 
security of the rates, or by some other mode that might be suggested. 

‘The First Commissioner said that the question whether the Government would be 
willing to guarantee the money borrowed by the board for the purpose of the main 
drainage, was one which he was not in a situation to answer; that it was a matter 

liarly for the ideration of the Ch lior of the Exchequer, but that if the 
board should think proper to make an application to that gentleman directed to that 
object, he should be happy to attend any appointment at which such an application 
might be brought forward. 

he First Commissioner further stated, that he would strongly urge the board to 
convey the sewerage to Sea Reach; that by so doing an efficient work would be 
carried out, and that the total additional cost would be met by a rate not exceedin 
five farthings in the pound; and he suggested that two members of the board shoul 
| be associated with their engineer, that they shou!d meet the referees and discuss the 
| engineering points involved in the questions at issue, with the view of agreeing upon 














a plan which it might be advisible to carry out; and he added that he should be 
happy to assist by every means in his power to bring the matter to a satisfactory 
| | completion. 
|| I stated that I would report to the board the result of the conference. 
| (Signed) J. Tuwatres. 
Mr. H. L. Tayxor directed the attention of the chairman to the “ Ob- 
servations” made by the Government referees upon the recent interview 
| between the deputation of this board and the First Commissioner. At the 
| commencement of that document it was stated that there was an agreement 
| | between the chairman and Sir B. Hall that the objections which the board 
|| had raised to the engineering points of the scheme of the referees should be 
||diseussed at a conference between the engineer and two members of the 
| board and themselves. 





| 
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Parliament refusing to make any direct contribution to the cost of the works neces- | 


The Cuatrman: I stated, when their communication was read at the | 


|| last meeting of the board, that the engineers were entirely mistaken on that 
| point. It was impossible, in fact, for me to agree to any such suggestion, 
|'and the able report ofthe short-hand writer shows that no such agreement 
|, was entered into. It was quite inconsistent with the character of a con-+ 
| | ference that I should agree to anything without consulting the board. 
1 Mr. H. L. Tayutor: I thought it right to have the matter cleared up at 
| once, because they set out with that assumption. 
|| Mr. Bristow said he had read the report, and also theshort-hand writer's 
|| notes of the conference, with feelings of mingled pain and pleasure, in which 
feelings he believed every member of the board shared. His feeling of 
} | leasure arose from the fact that the intelligence and sentiments of the 
rd were so ably represented by the chairman at that conference, and 


|though, perhaps, it was a small thing for an humble individual like himself | 


|| to tender an expression of thanks, he could not permit the opportunity to 
|| pass without saying how deeply he considered the board were indebted to 
|| the chairman for the manner in which the conference was conducted on 
jhis part. Passing from that, he would ask what was the present position 
of the board with respect to the question of main drainage? He would take 
leave, in the first place, to dispute the position which his friend, Mr. Carp- 
|'mael, enunciated on the last occasion—viz., that the board was without a 
| plan. He submitted that the board had its plan,and that the referees of 
the Government had their plan; and the very fact of the recent conference, 
|| ending as it did by a recommendation that the engineers and two members 
‘lof the board should meet, was a proof that Sir b. Hall so considered the 
|| matter. He (Mr. Bristow) believed it was very possible that the plan of the 


| have to adopt. Now, it appeared to him that two questions were mainly dis- 
| cussed at the conference, the first having reference to the covering over of the 
|| Sewers. From the report it appeared that the chairman put this matter for- 
| ward in very plainand intelligible words, for he said, “ On parting, then, the 
| understanding is that the sewers shall be covered sewers ;” to which Sir B. Hall 
|| replied, ‘ The sewers shall be covered sewers.” Now, had the First Commis- 
sioner answered as distinctly and candidly throughout the conference as he 
did in this matter, the board could have no other duty than that of expressing 
their thanks to him for his plain and open conduct; but, seeing that on this 
point the board had already declared that open sewers were inadmissible, 
and the world had concurred in their judgment, Sir B. Hall was entitled 
only to a minimum amount of thanks for his agreement thereto. 
chairman then asked the right honourable gentleman as to the outfall, and 
the means of providing the funds for it; and this, after all, was the great 
question with which the board would have to deal, and upon which they 
must stand or fall; but on this point Sir B. Hall did not give the chairman a 
fair and explicit answer. He said he recommended and would approve of no 
|| plan but one which extended the outfall to Sea Reach, and he (the speaker) 
| was not prepared to say that a plan which proposed less than that should be 
|| approved, for he had all along contended that the sewerage should be taken 
|| much further than the board were compelled by the statute to go. Nodoubt 
|| all parties were pretty well agreed that Sea Reach was a better point of 
outfall than B*; but then came the question—and it was the main ques- 
|| tion, after all—who is to pay for the additional expenditure forced upon 
|| the board by adopting that outfall? When the chairman observed that the 
|| ultimate decision as to the board carrying the outfall to Sea Reach or not 
|must depend upon their obtaining funds, Sir B. Hall said he differed with 
| him; and he differed with him for a purpose. Having arrived at this point, 
he begged the board, before going to any further conference, to lay down 
the broad plain principle that beyond the requirements of the statute they 
would not tax the metropolis. To assist them in doing this he would move, 
“ That this board, having taken into consideration the interview between 
|| its ‘chairman and officers and Her Majesty's First Commissioner of Works 
land his referees, on the 5th of November inst., reiterates its conviction that 
|| to extend the point of outfall from B* to Sea Reach at the cost of the me- 
|| tropolitan ratepayers, would be unjust and in direct contravention of the 
principles of the Metropolis Local Management Act.” The Chief Commis- 
sioner seemed to have gone upon the assumption that the Metropolitan 
Board of Works was entirely a local board, and he put the case of Liver- 
pool, Manchester, and other corporate towns, with a view to show that they 
effécted improvements at their own expense. But that was an unfair state- 
ment of the case as the facts‘stood. If the Metropolitan Board was entirely 
a local board, why were they subject to the veto and control of Her Ma- 
Jjesty’s First Commissioner? But if, on the contrary, they were required to 
carry out a great national work by means of the national fund, then it was 
but fair that the First Commissioner should have a veto on the conduct of 
the board, and a power of supervision of their work. He would read a short 
extract from a’ writer’of considerable talent, who, as it seemed to him, 
enunciated the correct idea of their position as a public body. He said:— 
“The true principle of a municipality or inferior and local government un- 
doubtedly is to define it‘strictly within its legal limits, and within those 
limits to leave it to the-freest and most unfettered discretion. If people are 








| manded of them that they should execute works beyond the requirements | 


| will help you by increasing your powers of taxation.” 


board was that which the country would approve, and the board ultimately | 


| fore, more than at any other, should the bgard speak out, and protest | 
| against the injustice of taxing the metropolis for the execution of works | 


The | 
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incapable of thinking and acting for themselves, the wisest way would be to 
abolish municipalities altogether, and not mock them by an authority 
which they are incompetent to exercise. But if we once resolve to give | 
the people the power of managing their own affairs, we ought to make up | 
our minds to give them, together with that power, all the conditions essen- 
tial to its successful execution. Now, one of those conditions undoubtedl 

is, that if they do well their constituents will profit, if they do ill their 
constituents will suffer—that, in fact, the municipality should! act with the 
freest liberty and the fullest responsibility. This can never be said to be } 
the case so long as they have suspended over their heads the interference | 
of some higher tribunal, which can cut short their labours, or even an- | 
nihilate their existence.” Now, he (Mr. Bristow) contended that if this | 
view of the matter were correct, the Metropolitan Board was taken out of 
the category of local boards altogether. They were nota local board; they 

were not associated for the accomplishment of a local work; they were a| 
national body, called into existence for the performance of a national work. 

He did not disagree with Mr. Howes as to the propriety of consulting members 
of Parliament, especially the metropolitan members, on th® conduct and | 
ultimate decision of this question of main drainage; but he maintained | 
that, in the first place, it was of the utmost importance to assert the 

principle laid down in his resolution; indeed, he did not believe the board | 
would survive unless that principle were clearly laid down by them. If} 
the ratepayers of the metropolis were to be taxed for taking the sewerage | 
out of the metropolitan boundary, it would be unjust, and not only contrary 

to reason and right, but to the provisions of the Act of Parliament itself. In | 
this state of things it would be premature to go to the Chancellor of the 

Exchequer or the Prime Minister. They would be met at once by the | 
question, were they for going to B* or to Sea Reach? And they would not 
be in a position to reply that their minds were made up, “ Aye” or “ No,” | 
upon that question et them, therefore, affirm the principle contained in | 
his resolution; then they might not only invite the metropolitan members | 
to meet the board, but might go to the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the | 
First Lord of the Treasury, and ask them what support they were prepared 

to give the board. Assuming for a moment that his resolution, which | 
affirmed a principle, should be carried, but that neither Government nor | 
Parliament would respond to their feelings, then he would say that he was | 
one who was prepared to immolate himself, and would rather see the board | 
abrogate its functions and dissolve, than accede to what his conscience told 

him would be a gross and tyrannous act of injustice. Sir B. Hall spoke— | 
(and he regretted that he had so often to reter to the right honourable | 
baronet in other terms than those of praise)—of being liberal in this great | 
work. Liberality consisted in acting fairly to all parties; and he only was | 
truly liberal who remembered the maxim to be just before being generous. | 
He could not understand being liberal with other people's money, generous | 
out of his neighbour's purse; and he could not reconcile it to his conscience | 
to adopt a course which required him to put his hands into another man’s | 
pocket. Mark the hardship of making this board the instrument of this | 
unfair taxation. Their constituents had sent them to that place to watch | 
over their interests, to maintain their rights, and to see that a proper in- 

vestment of their money was made; but, forsooth, the Government de- 





of their districts, and if asked to help them would, no doubt, answer, “ we | 
Yes; to tax their 
own clients! He hoped the board would do nothing of the kind. He} 
agreed with Sir B. Hall when he said that there were many points which | 
could better be discussed by engineers in such a conference as was pro-| 
posed, but he did not believe that any real practical good could arise until 
the principle laid down in the resolution was settled by the board. Right 
or wrong, just or unjust taxation must be the point to be determined on | 
before they proceeded further in the matter; because this was a question | 
which, if not at present, would ultimately affect every ratepayer in the | 
metropolitan area. It would touch their breeches pockets, and they would | 
not be slow to blame the members of the board if they were consenting 
parties to deprive them of the fruits of their labours. At this time, there- 


beyond its area. This was the principle of his resolution; it was a principle | 
founded in truth and justice, and he was persuaded that ultimately it must | 
wrevail. 

' Mr. CARPMAEL seconded the motion, which was supported by 

Mr. Ware, who said he was led to approve of this course, because he 
thought it was absolutely necessary ~~ should come to some distinct un- 
derstanding upon the subject. One of the chief difficulties which they had 
hitherto had to contend with arose from the circumstance that they had 
been met in an uncandid and disingenuous spirit in reference to their own 
power and the power of those above them. It was impossible to suppose 
that any person could have misunderstood the expression which fell from 
the Chief Commissioner when B* was laid before him, and the board ex- 
pressed its willingness to go to the same locality as was now considered by 
him desirable, provided the burthen of the extended outfall were not cast 
upon the metropolitan ratepayers. True, it was said that anextension of the 
outfall to Sea Reach would impose upon the ratepayers only 5}d. in the 
pound, and it was spoken of as a light matter; but it must be in their re- 
collection that the country was exceedingly excited when the proposition 
was made that the war income-tax should be continued for a year or two 
longer; and yet the difference in the amount in regard to that tax was 
scarcely more than that which was sought to be imposed upon the rate- 
payers of the metropolis for another half century. The metropolis was 
already heavily taxed, and from that taxation the Government derived great 
advantage; while by the existing Local Management Act the entire burthen 
of many of the suburban roads was thrown upon the districts. To add to this 
taxation a sum equal to 54d. in the pound for the next fifty years was not 
just in principle, remembering that the necessity for the contemplated ex- 
penditure arose altogether beyond the metropolitan area. Considering that 
on this point they had been met by anything rather than candid and 
straightforward conduct, he felt that they ought now to come to a general 
understanding, so as to prevent the possibility of evasion on any future 
occasion. 

Mr. Lestiz, believing that he was the only free agent in the meeting on 
this matter, advised the board to abandon all idea of further conferences, 
and at once to take into consideration the report of the referees, and ascer- 
tain what it contained. After that, if they pleased, let them proceed to a 
conference. It would be in the recollection of the board that he had already 
expressed an opinion that B* was at an end, and that the board was with- 
out a = altogether. In reference to the blue-book before him, his opinion 
was, that such a nonsensical report as that which the referees had made 
never before emanated from any body of men employed by the Govern- 
ment, They first of all, according to their own account, ascertained 
most extensive gaugings what was the amount of sewerage to be‘removed 
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from the metropolis, and then, at page 14 of their report, in the 10th para- 
graph, they gave the result of their information. 

he CHarrMawn said the motion before the board tied up the discussion 
to the question of outfall, and it would be his duty to interfere if the 
honourable member proceeded now to dilate upon the merits of the referees’ 
report. 

Mr. Leste said he would confine himself, then, to a few observations 
upon the resolution before them. He thought the board was pursuing a 
wrong course to enter into controversy with the First Commissioner either 
in reference to B* or to Sea Reach as the point of outfall, and which really 
| had nothing to do with the main question at issue. He was of opinion that 
| Mr. D’Iffanger was very properly stopped in his motion, because, if agreed 
to, the board was not in a position to say to the First Lord of the Treasury | 
what their plan really was. Let them only go to Lord Palmerston, and | 
they would have a little daylight thrown upon the question, and no doubt 
his intelligent mind would suggest several inquiries which would elicit 
some curious information. But the question now was limited to this—at 
whose expense shall the sewerage be extended to Sea Reach? Now, there 
were two modes of going there—the one by B*, which the First Commis- 
sioner had negatived——(No, no.) Well, this was an exceedingly important 

int, because, if it were not so, it would enable him to go to Sea Reach by | 
the plan of the referees. _ no.) 

Mr. H. L. Taytor: I believe Mr. Leslie is perfectly right. 

The Cuatrman: There's no doubt, if one can understand the words of | 
the First Commissioner, he has rejected B*. 

Mr. Lestie concluded therefore, that the only plan before the board was | 
as to the outfall proposed by the referees at Higham Creek and Mucking | 
Lighthouse re ee that the First Lord of the Treasury should 
say, “I agree with the Metropolitan Board that the public funds ought to 
contribute to that extension,” did the board mean to say that they were pre- | 

ed to go to Sea Reach by the referees’ plan? He thought he had brought 

imself within the legitimate limits, and that he might proceed to point out 

what, according to their own evidence, was the amount of sewerage which 
the referees proposed to carry to their outfalls. 

The CuarrMAN; The board has said that open sewers are inadmissible, 
and the First Commissioner agrees in their view of the case. 

Mr. Leste said that had nothing to do with the question of the line of 
sewer. It was the absurdity of the —_ which he took exception to, 
and which he did not wish the board to be committed to, even if the money 
necessary for the work were found. Mr. D’Iffanger said the engineering 
difficulties would all vanish after a while; no doubt, and so would the rate- 
payers’ money if ry 3 adopted this absurd scheme. On page 14 of their re- 
port, they stated, “ We estimate, from our investigation, that the total volume 
of sewerage discharged in 24 hours in dry weather on the north side is 
11,513,227, and on the south side 3,736,550, together being 15,249,777 cubic 
feet.” 

Mr. Bristow rose to order. The points referred to by the honourable 
member did not arise out of the motion before the board. 

The CuarrMAN: If I understand the motion aright, the board is anxious 
to enunciate the principle that, setting aside for a moment the different 
modes of conveying the sewerage to Sea Reach, the ratepayers should be 
charged for no mode of conveying it there. 

Mr. Lestie admitted that such was the object of the motion; but as the 
honourable mover had stated the sum which the extension of the outfall 
would require, he (Mr. Leslie) was about to show how the referees, accord- 
ing to their own evidence, had so multiplied the actual amount of sewerage 
to be discharged as to involve the necessity foran expenditure of £5,000,000. 
It was a fact, that they multiplied it 1282 times! Then, as a matter of 
course, having got these enormous additions to the amount to be discharged, 
they were compelled to provide two enormous cesspools, the one on the 
north side of the river being 39 feet wide and 164 feet deep. According to 
the daylight which their supplemental paper threw upon the plan, it 
appeared, also, that these cesspools were to be 4 feet lower, with tidal-gates 
upon them, which were to be closed at the commencement of the flood tide. 

Mr. CarpMAEL: That is only one of them. 
|| Mr. Lestre said for his purpose that was quite sufficient. The board had 

very properly stated that they would not have uncovered sewers, and the 
determination in this respect was their first return to sound and legitimate 
sewer doctrine; but if they were about to consent to substitute tide-gates, 
and have the sewerage of the metropolis locked up on either side of the river 
during certain periods of each day, there was an end of any sanitary advan- 
'|tage which the construction of the works would afford. Now he asked | 
|| whether it would not be well at once to take the bull by the horns? The | 
|| moment the board presented a sound and legitimate objection to the referees’ | 
| | report, Sir B. Hall, to his honour, gave way at once, and he would give way 
|| in this matter when the evils of tide-locked sewers were pointed out to him. 
|| This was the very thing that the metropolis was now suffering from, and the 
|| plan of the referees was nothing more than a transference of the King’s 
Scholar Pond abomination, upon a larger scale, to the other end of the 
i|river. Again, he said that in the report of the referees there was such a 
|, mass of absurdity and nonsense, that he was quite persuaded it would ulti- 

mately be abandoned; it would not hold water for a minute. What did 
|| they propose todo? They had increased the quantity of sewerage, by in- 
|, creasing the area, to 110,814,905 cubic feet--—— 

The CHarrMAN again interposed, and ruled that the honourable member 
_ was entirely out of order in discussing these points. 

Mr. WitKrnson rose, not for the purpose of opposing the motion, but 
|| replying to some observations made by Mr. Bristow in proposing it. He 
| (Mr Wilkinson) did not understand Sir B. Hall to have stated that he would 

not approve any plan that stopped short of Sea Reach. At the conference 

he was reported to have said, “ The next question that arises is, where shall 
|| the outfall be? Shall it be at B*? So far as the requirements of the metro- 
| polis are concerned they would be met by B*; but the question is, if you 
| propose to stop at the point B*, would you be permitted to have your outfall 
there?” Permitted! By whom? By Sir B. Hall? By no means. He had 
distinctly said that if they stopped at B* he should consider they had dis- 
charged the obligations imposed upon them by the Act. But though Sir 
B. Hall did not object to the outfall at B*, yet he strongly recommended | 
| the board to carry it further down, because that point was so objectionable 
locally, on the ground of the condition of the shoals, which would cause 
obstructions to the navigation. These objections, he believed, might be | 
urged so strongly, that, either by the aid of Parliament or the courts of | 
law, an injunction would be obtained to prevent the outfall being con- | 
structed there. 

Mr. CRELLIN was compelled to vote against the resolution, and he re- 

gretted the necessity, because it might appear from that circumstance that 

he was the advocate of Sir B. Hall. The question which they would have to 
| determine, sooner or later, was, to what point would they take the a 
lIf they could not dispose of the evil without taking the sewerage to the 
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furthest point indicated, he could not see upon what principle it could be 
argued that they were not to pay the whole expense to remove the evil to 
a point where it might be safely disposed of. If it was necessary that the 
sewerage should be taken to Sea Reach (but which he disputed), then the 
board were bound to pay the expense for doing so, That was the right 
principle, and which would be ultimately acted upon, and the board would 
be obliged to tax the ratepayers for it. 

Mr. Puiiups objected to the motion, because, by saying that if they went | 
beyond B* the charge must not be thrown upon the metropolitan ratepayers, | 
they seemed to admit that up to that point they were bound to effect the work | 
at the expense of their constituents. Now, he regarded the cleansing of the | 
Thames as a national work, and that towards effecting it the board had a! 
right to expect that not only would they have the moneys to be levied upon | 
the ratepayers, but direct help from the Consolidated Fund. He did not | 
consider that by removing the filth from the Thames within the metropo- 
litan boundary, and placing it just beyond, in the district of their neigh- | 
bours, they were fulfilling their duty; and he thought the 10 ft. 6 in. sewer | | 
designed by Mr. Bazalgette might be extended to Sea Reach without the 
large expenditure contemplated by the referees. He did not object to the | 
motion as far as it went, but it did not go far enough. 

Mr. Orror agreed with the motion on directly opposite grounds to those | 
which the mover had taken, and would vote for it in the hope that it would 
be the means of getting rid of Sea Reach altogether. He considered the | 
outfall at Erith to be by far the better point. The sewerage in its objection- | 
able state never would return from that point. The operations of nature | 
would at once restore the river to its purity. 

Mr. Deputy Harrison said it seemed to him that the matter was in a || 
very narrow compass. He found that a resolution was passed by the board | 

on the 25th of September, 1856, in which they adopted plan B*, and stated | 
that if they were required to go beyond that point they should expect to be 

se, as it would be 
unjust to tax the ratepayers to carry out the work. That was, as he be- | 
lieved, an honest principle, and the present motion was simply a reiteration | 
The board were there representing ratepayers; they were bound by | 
the provisions of the Act of Parliament; and they had no right, whatever | 
their disposition might be, to expend the ratepayers’ money for any matter 
not included in the Act of Parliament. Not only would it be unjust and in| 
direct contravention of their duty to allow their judgments to be warped | 
for a moment, but let them attempt to levy a rate for such a purpose, and | 
what would be the consequence? Why, the very instant it was publicly | 
known that they were raising funds beyond what oF were legall em- | 
powered to do, their precept would be repudiated and their 











object foiled. | 
Mr. H. L. TAytor said it struck him that, after all, the great question was | 
that of expense. In fact, the First Commissioner ignored B*, and desired | 
the board to carry their outfall lower down; but, from the manner in which 
the interview with the First Commissioner was conducted, there was evi- | 
dently an attempt on his part to avoid defraying any portion of the expense | 
for carrying the outfall to Sea Reach out of the national funds. It was im- 
portant, therefore, that they should have something to refer to on which | 
they could rely, and which would fix the First Commissioner to an implied | 
promise that funds would be provided for taking the sewerage down further | 
than B*. To do this, he would refer the board to the instructions which | 
Sir B. Hall gave to the three engineers to whom he sent the plan of Mr. | 
Bazalgette for consideration. In those instructions he said, “ The plans 
now sent to you fix the outfall at the points indicated, but, inasmuch as it | 
is desired by the inhabitants of towns bordering upon the river below the | 
15-mile point that the main-sewer,should be carried further down, provided | 
funds can be obtained for the purpose, the First Commissioner wishes you | 
to report upon any more distant outfall, and when you submit your plans | 
you will set forth the increased cost consequent upon the extension of the | 
works, the benefits, if any, to be derived by districts through which the ex- 
tended main-drain may pass, and how far those districts should contribute | 
to the cost of such extended works.” This passage most clearly contained | 
an implied understanding that, in carrying the sewerage below B*, it was | 
not intended that it should be at the expense of the ratepayers; and when 
they found that Sir B. Hall repudiated altogether giving any pledge on the | 
subject, the board were naturally driven to refer to his instructions to his | 
own engineers. Surely there must be some principlein public men; surely | 
they might depend upon the representative of Marylebone. Why, the cha- | 
racter of that important borough was at stake in this matter, and, if a/| 
gentleman representing them should, in his official position, act incon- 
sistently as a man of honour, the borough was, to some extent, implicated 
in thefact. He trusted that the board would adopt a course which through- 
out public life he had always found to be of importance to follow—vis.,| 
that of marking out for themselves what they deemed their line of duty, 
and then adhering to it with a tenacity and firmness which the veto of no} 
minister could shake or destroy. Once let them show vacillation and a| 
disposition to play with the question, and they would be compelled to listen 
to every suggestion and to yield to every recommendation. If the board 
should now deliberately resolve that no power in existence should compel 
them to saddle the ratepayers of the metropolis with more than their | 
proportion of the cost of these great works, he ventured to say 
that no Minister of the Crown would dare, and no Parliament would 
venture to force, them from their resolve. But he must say, after 
all, that he did not think the motion now before them went far enough. 
There ought to be engrafted upon it an intimation that it was under- 
stood by the board that the ratepayers of the metropolis should not be 
called upon to contribute for the execution of works beyond B*. He 
thought, too, it was important that the first board called into existence 
to develop the principle so much vaunted by Sir B. Hall—that of local self- 
government—should be left to carry out its work without interference; 
and that, at all events, they ought not to expect from a Liberal Minister of 
the Crown that which they were led to associate with the custom of the 
gentlemen called Conservatives. Of course, they knew nothing of politics 
in that board, but he might just say, as a matter of fact, that in his career 
he had always had better reason to trust the policy of a Conservative than of 
a so-called Liberal Ministry in such matters. And here he could not avoid 
reading a paragraph from a work which had that morning only come under 
his notice. The writer (Mr. Toulmin Smith on “ Local Self-Government 
Unmystified”) said:—“ What can be a spectacle more sad and humiliating 
to any thoughtful man or patriot than to see the squabbles which the 
‘Chief Commissioner of Public Works’ seems to think it his particular 
duty—I will not say his special pleasure—to keep up between himself and 
a body chosen to discharge duties of a most important character towards 
the whole metropolis. The strangeness is, that the Metropolitan Board of 
Works, who represent the parishes of the metropolis, have ever been con- 
tent to bow bales one who represents nobody but his own crotchets.” He 
(Mr. Taylor) would not read further, and would only add to his former 
observations that if the board would act with judgment and firmness, he 
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— no doubt they would bring this very important question to a satisfactory 
solution. 

Mr. SAVAGE said the referee engineers had estimated that their plan, with 
open sewers, would involve an expenditure of £5,000,000, and to this must 
now be added the cost of covering those immense channels; so that the 
ultimate cost would, doubtless, be nearer double that amount. 

Mr. Nicnoay, as representing a large constituency, felt bound to 
stand forward and protest against the doctrine laid down by Sir B. Hall, 
that the a ought to be taxed for extending the sewerage to 
Sea Reach. The board had agreed that they would execute that ex- 
tended work if deemed desirable and the funds were found; and 
as, no doubt, the general public were with the First Commissioner 
in this matter, they ought to be prepared to step forward and pay 
the expense. If this question were brought before the metropolitan 
ratepayers, there was no difficulty in understanding what their views would 
be: let the board be liberal, but let them also remember that their first duty 
was to be just, and not rush into an expenditure which, as in all such cases, 
would far exceed the original estimate, for purposes not called for solely by 
|| their constituents. Sir B. Hall talked about the duty of the board to cleanse 
|| the Thames, but he said nothing about those impurities which flowed into 
|| the river above the metropolitan boundary, even as faras Oxford. No doubt 
|| it was desirable to remedy the existing state of evil, but it was a fallacy to 
|| suppose that the Thames would ever be entirely pure, as it was in former 
| years. 

Colonel Kennepy said, that they had no right to pay all the cost of the 
extension, no one seemed to doubt; but, in his opinion, it was not right even 
|| to charge them with the balance. 

After a few words by Mr. Bristow in reply, the motion was put and 
|| carried by a majority of 25—28 being for, and 3 against it. 
|| Mr. Bristow said the question of the drainage of London and its suburbs 
|| might be considered by some a matter of comparatively minor importance; 
but the purifying of the Thames, and the extension of the main outfall 
| sewer to Sea Reach, was undoubtedly a national matter, and one which he 
| thought could not be dealt with by this board, but must be discussed in 
| Parliament. Without, therefore, entering into the merits of the qu:stion, 
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| the Guildhall, London, on a day to be named, between this board and the 
| metropolitan members of Parliament, counties, and boroughs, upon the 


| 
i | 
| ing their attendance; and that the members of the board bring thé matter 
| before their vestries and district boards, with a view to support the principle 
| enunciated in the last resolution.” 

| Mr. CarpMAEt seconded the motion, the latter paragraph of which was, 
| at the suggestion of the chairman, withdrawn. 





Major Lyon objected to the motion on the ground that, should such a 
conference as it provided for be held, the members of Parliament would find 
|| Out that the board had no plan to lay before them, and it would therefore 

be an entire waste of time. Anticipating that some such motion would 
'| be proposed, he had brought the matter under the notice of one of the 
| metropolitan members, who, he considered, would have been one of the 
| most efficient to enter into the discussion; but his answer was, that the 
|| present was not the time for such a conference. Certainly the questions 
at issue between the board and the First Commissioner were never more 
confused than now; and if they called the metropolitan members together, 
they had nothing which they could ask them to advocate or oppose. More- 
over, such a conference would be an admission on the part of the board of 
|| their incompetency, and he was as much opposed to this proposition as he 
had ever been to their going, cap in hand, first to one minister and then to 
another. 

Mr. LEsLiE was also opposed to the proposition, because he was quite 
confident that no member of the board could tell the metropolitan members 
of Parliament what was the present position of the main-drainage scheme. 

The CHarrMAN: Surely you could put this question to a metropolitan 
/|member of Parliament: “ You have the same kind of interest in this ques- 
|tion that the board has, because you represent a section of that area of 
which the board represents the whole—are you of opinion that it is the duty 
|| of the board to sanction an expenditure for carrying the sewerage from B* 
to Sea Reach out of the pockets of the metropolitan ratepayers ?” 

Mr. LESLIE contended that it was useless to propound any such question, 
because, whatever might be the answer, the board had no power to do it 
without an Act of Parliament. Their present duty was to deal with the 
report of the referees, and he would give notice to bring that very vulnerable 
| document under discussion. 

Mr. WiLkrxson thought the board would stultify itself by adopting the 
motion, and asking the metropolitan members of Parliament to meet them 
and interpret the statute by which the board was constituted. He would 
therefore move, “ That the question be not now put.” 

Major Lyon seconded the amendment, which was carried. 

Mr. Bristow then moved, “ That the further consideration of the chair- 
man’s report should be taken on Monday next, in order that the members 
of the board might have the opportunity of perusing and considering a fur- 
ther report from the referees.” 

Mr. CARPMAEL seconded the motion. He objected very much to any un- 
necessary delay, but, as few members had had the opportunity of perusing 
that document, it was desirable that the discussion upon it should not now 
be taken. At the same time he repudiated, on the part of the board, any 
imputation in regard to delay in the consideration of the question of the 
||metropolitan drainage. Every individual of the board had endeavoured to 
|| understand the question; and he was perfectly surprised that 46 gentlemen 
|| had been enabled to master so difficult a subject. He thought it ought to 
go forth to the world that the referees were not yrepired to support their 
own case. 

Mr. Leste said he should give notice of a motion to the effect that the 
board should offer a premium of £1000 for the best plan for separating 
the rain and surface waters from the sewerage of the metropolis. 

Mr. Witkryson submitted an amendment, which, however, was not 
seconded, to the effect that the engineer of the board be authorized to con- 
sult two other engineers, preparatory to an interview between himself, 
assisted by two members of the board, and the engineers appointed by the 
First Commissioner. 

After a lengthened conversation Mr. Bristow’s motion was carried, and 
the board adjourned. 








Fripay, Noy. 20. 
At the usual Weekly Meeting of the Board, held this day, for the despatch 
of business, Mr. TnwAirEs in the chair, 
derman Cusitr moved “ That the engineer be instructed to consider 
and report as to the expediency of extending the outlets of the existing 
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| ment between the London gas companies apportioning districts to each, at | 





he would propose, “ That a conference be held in the Council Chamber of | 


— position of the main intercepting drainage; that the clerk of the | 
ard be instructed to write to the several members of Parliament request- | 
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sewers on either side further down into the river, so as to ensure a great 
dilution of the sewerage waters, and to make an approximate estimate of 
the cost.” He said the cost of making the contemplated sewer had been 
estimated at £5,000,000, and would take five years to complete. That sum 
of money, to be borrowed at 4 per cent., would take £200,000 a year to pay 
the interest, and he believed that if the sewers were taken further into the 
bed of the river it would greatly ameliorate the nuisance complained of. 
He also thought that the mud on each side of the river emitted an offensive 
odour, and if it were removed the agitation of the water caused by the con- 
tinual passing of the steamers would prevent it collecting again. These 
things could all be accomplished at an expense of half the amount of one | 
year's interest on the proposed outlay. He thought they ought not to be | 
hurried into an expenditure of such gigantic dimensions. 

Mr. Leste seconded the motion, which, after a few remarks from Alder- 
man HuMPHERY, was carried. 


THE GAS QUESTION IN MARYLEBONE. 
TENDERS FOR LIGHTING THE EQUITABLE DISTRICT. 

The Marylebone Vestry were engaged for a considerable time on Saturday, 
the 14th of November, in discussing the question of the reception of a tender 
from the Chartered Gas Company for lighting the district of the parish about | 
to be relinquished by the Equitable Gas Company, under the recent arrange- | 











Christmas next—Mr. JoNATHAN SoDEN, parochial churchwarden, in the | 
chair. 

Mr. GREENWELL, the vestry-clerk, stated that, in addition to having | 
advertised for tenders for lighting, he had sent copies of the advertisement 
to the various gas companies; and, although he had received four letters in 
reply, there was but one tender for lighting. (Laughter, and great sensation.) 

Mr. Birp said he would move that the whole of the communications be | 
read, which was seconded and carried. 

Mr. GREENWELL then read the following communications from the 
various companies :— 

Office of the London Gaslight Company, 
26, Southampton Street, Strand, June 13, 1857. 

Sir,—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 6th inst., enclosing 
notice of advertisement for tenders for lighting the public lamps in St. Marylebone, 
now lighted by the Equitable Company, and inquiring what portions of the parish 
this company are now, or will in future be prepared to light with gas. 

In reply, I beg to state that this company have been refused permission to open 
ground for the purpose of laying mains in the parish of St. Marylebone when desirous 
of doing so. The directors are not now in a position to undertake the lighting of 
that portion now lighted by the Equitable Gas Company, nor can they hold out any 
expectation that they will in future be prepared to light any portion of the parish. j 

W. E. Greenwell, Esq., I am Sir, your obedient servant, 

Vestry-Clerk, St. Marylebone. J. R. Hive, Secretary. 

Western Gaslight Company (Limited), 


28, Argyll Place, Regent Street, London, Nov. 12, 1857. 

Sir,— In reply to your letter of the 16th inst., enclosing copy of an advertisement, 
and inquiring what portions of the parish of St. Marylebone this company is, or will 
in future be prepared to light with gas, I am instructed to acquaint you, for the in- 
formation of the vestry, that the company’s offer to lay mains in your parish having 
been repeatedly refused, their capital has been devoted to the lighting of other dis- 
tricts, and the directors, therefore, regret that they are not in a position to enter 
upon any 1 with the vestry. 

. E. Greenwell, Esq., 
Vestry-Clerk, St. Marylebone. 


I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 
S. Barner, Secretary. 
The Equitable Gaslight Company's Office, 
No.21, John Street, Adelphi, Nov. 12, 1857. 

Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your circular letter enclosing a copy 
of the advertisement inviting tenders for lighting that portion of your parish now 
lighted by the Equitable Company. . 

In reply, I beg to state that your communication has been laid before my board; | 
and I am instructed to inform you that, however much the Equitable Company may | 
fegret to retire from any portion of the parish of St. Marylebone, I can only repeat 
(as stated in my letter of the 16th of October) that we shall not be in a position to | 
continue the lighting of your lamps after the expiration of our present contract, at 
Christmas next. I am, dear Sir, —= very truly, 

W. E. Greenwell, Esq., AMUEL ANDREWS, Secretary. 

Vestry-Clerk, St. Marylebone. 

Mr. GREENWELL said the only tender, which was from the Chartered 
Gas Company, was in the following terms :— 

Chartered Gas Cape Office, Westminster, 
Nov. 13, 1857 





Parish Lamps, St. MARYLEBONE. : 

Sir,—In compliance with your advertisement for tenders for lighting the public 
street lamps with gas (which were supplied by the Equitable Gas Company) from the 
3lst day of December next, I am instructed to reply as follows, viz. :—That this 
company will supply those lamps with gas of an illuminating power equal to 8 sperm 
candles at £3. 10s. each per annum, or equal to 10 candles at £4 each, or equal to 12 
sperm candles at £4. 7s. 6d. each per annum (including cleansing, painting, and re- 
pairing said lamps), for a period of three years. Hoping this tender will be accepted 
by the vestry, I remain, Sir, your very obedient servant, 

W. E.Greenwell, Esq., C. Burts, Secretary. 

Vestry-Clerk, &c., &c., St. Marylebone. 


The reading of this letter appeared to excite a great sensation in the 





vestry. 

A a Then, unless we take the tender from the Chartered Gas Com- 
pany, we, Marylebone, will be left in the dark? 

The Vestry-CLerk: The Chartered are the only company which have 
tendered. . 

Mr. JoserH Brrp: Do the Equitable Company assign any reason why 
they decline to light us any longer? 

he Vestry-CLerkK: They state they are not in a position to light their 
present district after their existing contract expires. 

Mr. Brrp: Upon what ground? 

The Vestry-CLerk: They do not say, but I presume it is in consequence 
of the recent arrangement between the gas companies. 

Mr. Birp: The tender of the Chartered Company states that they will 
give us a gas light equal to 8 sperm candles at £3. 10s. per annum; 10 
candles, £4; 12 candles, £4. 7s. 6d. per annum. What is our contract with 
the Imperial Company? 

The Vestry-CLerk: The Imperial charge is £3. 11s., with 5 per cent. off, 

roviding that there are no other pipes permitted to be laid throughout the 
aa district. 

Mr. Birp: And what is their illuminating power at that price? 

Dr. BACHHOFFNER: It is that of 12 sperm candles. Thatis the standard 
illuminating power of the Imperial Company’s gas. 

Mr. Brrp: Then we pay the Imperial Company £3. 11s., with 5 per cent. 
off, against £4. 7s. 6d. demanded by the Chartered Company. I understood 
that our contract with the Imperial Company was to burn 4 feet of gas per 
hour. 

The Vestry-C.Lerk: That is so. 

“Mr. Biro: Is that light equal to 12 candles? ‘ 

Dr. BAcHHorFNER: Yes; the illuminating power of the Imperial gas sup- 
plied to us is 12-candle gas. 
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Mr. Brrp: And what is the illuminating power of the gas supplied now 
by the Equitable Company ? 
The Vestry-CuierK: I believe 12 candles. 





Company ? 

The Vestry-CLer«: £3 per light per annum. 

Dr. BacHHorrNeEr: It appears to me, on looking at this tender from the 
Chartered Gas Company, that the letter sent tous is exceedingly vague and 
unintelligible. It would appear that the Chartered Company are in a posi- 
tion to give us three different qualities of gas. They certainly could not, 
however, mean that they are prepared to lay down a main to give us any 
special description of gas of the particular illuminating power of 8 sperm 
candles, 10 sperm candles, or 12 sperm candles. Their letter, however, would 
indicate that such is the case, although such a proceeding would involve 
the necessity of having a special gasholder for each description of gas. 

Mr. D’IrFaNGER, jun.: I think that these remarks are intended to apply 
to the description of gas-burner. 

Dr. BAcHHOFFNER: No, it does not. I know something about gas- 
making, and I know that the illuminating power of a gas has nothing what- 
ever to do with the character of the gas-burner used. 

Mr. Hopees: We are now about to see the first fruits of the recent amal- 
gamation and arrangement between the gas companies. We are now paying 
the Equitable Gas Company but £3 per annum for 12-candle gas, and the 
first fruits of this recent apportioning out of the metropolis into districts by 


pany, at whose mercy we appear to be placed, are determined to charge us 
the sum of £1. 7s. 6d. per light more, or £4. 7s. 6d. per burner per annum. 
If this is the treatment we are to receive with regard to lighting the public 
lamps at the commencement of the new career of the gas companies, what 
will the gas companies do with regard to the gas consumers? (Hear, hear.) 
| The public may rest assured, notwithstandiny the protestation of the gas 
| companies to the contrary, that sooner or lat: the gas consumers will be 
great losers with regard to lighting the private lights, for, being at the 
mercy of the gas companies, they will either have the illuminating power 
of their gas so reduced, or their gas so raised in price, that the companies will 
| benefit one way or the other. 

| A Voice: Whynot let us havea conference with the Chartered Company? 

(Hear, hear.) 

| Mr. Hopexs: If the vestry think it desirable to have a conference with 
| the directors of the Chartered Company, I can have no possible objection. 
| I think that some steps should be taken to represent to them strongly our 
| opinion as to the largely-increased charge they propose to make of £1. 7s. 6d. 





r;the same amount of gas supplied. 
Mr. Birp: How many public lamps is it contemplated that the Chartered 


Company will have to light? 
consists of the number of 260 lamps. 
the Chartered Company have thought proper to make so large an increased 


demand for lighting the public lamps as they appear to have done by this 
tender, as it will entirely alter my opinion, and I believe that of the public 





various gas companies. 


company a particular district was, in the first place, to put an end to 


not by any attempt to raise‘the price of gas. 
laughter.) We all know that one capital invested in such a commodity as 


expended, and outlay increased over a particular district by several rival 
dealers; and therefore upon the face of it there appeared some feasibility in 
the statements of the gas companies as to the intentions of their recent 
arrangements. This increased charge, however, made by the Chartered 


had previously in the assurance that any rise in the price was not contem- 
plated by this amalgamation amongst the gas companies. With respect to 


powers of 8, 10, or 12 sperm candles, I think the tender must mean to refer 
to quantity, and not to illuminating power; at the same time, I agree with 
Dr. Bachhoffner, that the tender is very unintelligible. (Hear, hear.) If 


4s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet, what is it we are paying the Imperial Gas Com- 
pany? (Hear, hear.) Weare told that we are paying the Imperial Gas 
Company at the rate of £5. 11s. per burner per annum, with 5 per cent. off, 
which reduces it to about £3. 7s. per burner; and, if that is of equal power 
to that proposed to be lighted by the Chartered, and now lighted by the 
Equitable Company at £3 per burner, why should we be compelled to pay 
the Chartered Company at the rate of £4. 7s. 6d. per burner for the same 


Equitable for £3 per annum? (Hear, hear.) 


pan for allowing them to come in and lay their pipes. (“ Oh!” and “ Hear.”) 

Dr. BACHHOFFNER: 
We are informed that the reason the Equitable Company has served us 
with their gas at so low a rate is that it was a sop in the pan for allowing 
them to come into the parish. However that may be, this is a somewhat 


extraordinary letter they have sent us, offering to supply us with gas of a 
different illuminating power—8-candle at £3.10s.; 10 at £4.; 12 at 
£4. 7s. 6d. What you can make of it, I cannot understand. It is to mea 


perfect enigma. st 
Mr. D'Irrancer: I am quite certain it must mean the amount consumed 


Company. z ‘ 

Dr. BACHHOFFNER: The size of the burner has nothing to do with the 
illuminating power of the gas, 

Mr. Honaes: I think there is sufficient doubt about the tender to justify 
the vestry in not entertaining it inits presentform. I shall therefore move, 
Mr. Chairman, “ That this tender of the Chartered Gas Company be referred 


|| back to them for explanation.” 


| Mr. Winartetp: I beg to second that motion. Here is the beginning of 
| what we have to expect from the amalgamation of these monopolizing gas 
companies. (Hear, hear.) Some gentleman has suggested that we should 
have a conference with this Chartered Gas Company. I hope that this 
vestry will not consent to wait upon any of the gas companies; let them 








wait upon us. I again say that this is only the beginning of what we may 








the Chartered Company’s tender to supply gas of the different illuminating | 


Mr. Birp: And what price per lamp are we ing the Equitable | 
= ? vad | common sense upon this important subject; and with reference to the posi- 


the gas companies is that, for the same amount of light, the Chartered Com. | 


r lamp, as compared with that we are now paying the EquitableCompany | 
bo | in and took the district. 


The Vestry-CLERK: The district now lighted by the Equitable Company | 
| other persons but this Chartered Company to go to? 


Mr. Cuarves Carr: I am extremely sorry, Mr. Chairman, to find that | 


generally, as to the real intentions of the recent arrangements between the | 
(Hear, hear.) Iwas led to believe—and, indeed, | 
it has been emphatically declared—that the object of apportioning to each | 
ruinous competition, and, secondly, the introduction of a system of eco- | 
nomy, to enable them to keep the price of gas down to its present rate of | 
charge, and by the means I have mentioned to increase their profits, and | 
(Cries of “Oh, oh!” and | 


gas is likely to obtain a better profit than where there are several capitals | 


Company over that of the Equitable completely dispels the confidence I | 


the charge now made for gas to the private consumers of Marylebone is 


amount of gas of equal illuminating power which we now obtain from the | 
r. Brrpeman: The Equitable let us have it at that price as a sop in the | 


This is a most important question to this parish. | 
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| this parish left in darkness. 


| monopoly, we shall soon find the price increased to a great extent. (“ Hear, 
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expect, and unless the parishes are determined to unite to put down this gas 
hear,” and “ No, no.”) 
Mr. Bripeman: | am desirous to bring back this board to something like 


tion the Chartered Gas Company have now taken up, I beg to say that I, for 
one, am not surprised at it, Have the vestry forgotten some six years ago 
the Chartered Company lighted that district now lighted by the Equitable 
at the same price per burner? that the Imperial Company are now lighting 
the rest of the parish, namely, at £3. 11s. per lamp? (Hear.) Have they 
forgotten that when the Equitable Company offered to come in at a lower 
price, that they turned round and kicked the Chartered out of the district, 
and allowed the Equitable Company to come in and take their place? (Hear, 
hear.) It is perfectly true, as Dr. Bachhoffner tells you, that the Equitable 
gave you a sop in the pan for letting them come into Marylebone, but having | 
now made other arrangements, they are about to leave you to the mercy of 








any gas company which chooses to take you. It so happens that the only 
company which either can or will do so, is the Chartered—the company | | 
which this board turned out to let in the Equitable! (Hear, hear.) Can | | 
you wonder, then that the Chartered Company, knowing that you are | 
in their power, should now charge you £4. 7s. 6d. for that which, before you | | 
got rid of them, they supplied you at £3. 11s.? The Chartered Company 
very naturally said, “ You turned us out, and, now we have the opportunity, | | 
we intend to turn round upon you and get back the six years’ price we have | | 
lost.” (Hear, hear.) This is the position of the Chartered Company, and I, 
for one, think they are perfectly justified. (Cries of “ Oh, oh!”) 
Dr. BACHHOFFNER: No doubt, perfectly justified. | 
Mr. Bripcman: Take a tradesman: if he felt he had been robbed for | 
five or six years, and then that the opportunity offered him to recover of those | 
who had so robbed him of what he had lost—— _(“ Hear, hear,” and great | 
dissent,) So far from being astonished at the price of £4. 7s. 6d. per lamp, | 
I should not be surprised had it been £5. 5s. per lamp. In a great measure | 
we have brought this state of things upon ourselves, and we are likely to | 
be placed in much the same position as a large portion of the parish of | 
St. Pancras was placed in some years ago. The London Gas Company took 
a contract to light the Southampton Estate at a very low figure ; but when | 
that contract was out, they refused to renew it except at a very largely | 
increased price. 


The authorities looked upon it as an imposition, and | 
threatened to light the district with oil or naphtha rather than submit to | 
it. The company said, “ You may light the district with what you please; | 
we will not light under the price we have mentioned.” And the result was, | | 
that the district was for a considerable period lighted, so far as the public | 
lamps were concerned, with naphtha, until the Imperial Company stepped | 
We are much in the same position now, and 

therefore it becomes a question of whether we shall have any portion of | 
(Hear, hear.) | 

Have we any | 
(No, no) Well, 
then, those who have been continually abusing the gas companies have got 
the parish into a nice mess. (“Oh, oh!” and “ Hear, hear.”) 

Mr. Bretton said the question was, who was it that got the parish into 
this nice mess? (Hear.) Why, it was Mr. Grange and others, who refused 
to let gas companies come into the parish to give them competition: that 
was the cause of this mess. 

Mr. GranGeE: I deny the statement. | 

Mr. Be.ton: We have no alternative now but to secure ourselves by 
erecting our own gas-works. (“ Hear, hear,” and “Oh, oh !") 

Mr. Best: Another job! (‘‘Oh, oh!” “Order, order,” and “ Chair, chair.”) || 

Mr. Bevton had been 40 years in that parish, and would defy any one 
to show that he had been connected with a job. (Hear.) There had, how- | 
ever, been a good many jobs with reference to these gas companies, and he | 
regretted to say that there were members of that vestry who had been con- | 
cerned in those jobs. (‘*Oh, oh!” and “Hear, hear.”) He now repeated 
that their only safety was to erect their own gas-works and supply their 
own gas. (Hear, hear.) Gas-works could be erected with mains, &c., to | 
supply the whole parish of Marylebone ; and with a sinking fund of £5000 | 
a year, and the £12,000 per annum which they paid for lighting the public | 
lights alone, there would, without anything else, be enough to pay them, | | 
and thus destroy at once these monopolizing gas companies. This was the | | 
only way to prevent them riding rough shod over the public, as had been 
shown by this demand of £4. 7s. 6d. for a light of 12 candles per annum, 
which was equal to 6s. per 1000 cubic feet. Such a charge was monstrous | 
when it was known that the Imperial Company, at 4s. Gd. per 1000 feet, } 
could give a dividend of 10 per cent., with a large bonus, to their share- | 
holders. (“ Hear, hear,” and “ No, no.”) 

Mr. JAcos BELL would warn the vestry how they rushed into thescheme | 
of competition propounded by the last speaker. In the first place, it must 
be borne in mind that, to erect works and lay. down mains and pipes for the 
supply of gas, an enormous amount of capital was necessary. There could 
be no doubt that it was of very great advantage to the public that these 
companies should exist, and, at the same time, that it was determined that 
justice should be enforced to the public; still, it was the duty of the public 
to see that justice was dealt out equally tothem. (Hear.) It could not be 
denied that, if there were two sets of capital employed in the manufacture 


Mr. GranceE: The question is, what are we to do now ? 





| of gas, creating double the outlay, the capital must come from some- 


where: and it generally came out of the pockets of the public. If they had | 


| a check upon the profits by Act of Parliament it was far better than ruinous | 


large increase on the part of the Chartered Company, and this is a most 


by the burners. (Hear.) That I take to be the meaning of the Chartered | 


competition, for the public in the long run were sure to have to pay for it. | 
With respect to the Imperial Company, the principle of competition would | 
have proved rather a disadvantage to that parish than otherwise. (Oh, oh!) 
By their contract with that company they only paid £3. 11s per light per 
annum, but there was a clause in their contract that if they admitted another 
company’s mains, then that the Imperial Company could charge the parish | | 
another £1 per light: so that the fact of there being no competition with | | 
the Imperial Company saved the parish £1 per year per light If there was | 
competition, and a total capital was expended and lost, the public were | | 
generally the losers. With regard to these competing companies, as was | | 
the case with the water companies, they cut each other's throats for a few | 
years with their violent competition, and the end was just that which had 
taken place—an arrangement or amalgamation between the companies, by 
which the public suffered worse than they did previously. (Hear, hear.) 
Dr. BACHHOFFNER wished to correct tle statement made by Mr. Belton, | | 
that the price charged by the Chartered Company was at the rate of 6s. per | | 


1] 
| 
i! 


| 


1000 feet. Taking the consumption at 18,000 feet per annuin was not 
more than at the rate of 4s. Gd. per 1000 feet. That is, about the amount 
they received from the Imperial Company, and that he beli ved to be at 
about the rate of 4s. Gd. per 1000 cubic feet. While he had an anxious | 
desire to see competition, he did not in any way object to the price of | 
4s. 6d. charged per 1000 by the Imperial and other companies But the | 
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question was, how long it was to remain at 4s. 6d.: that was the poe of 

in his mind. The principle of monopoly was now so firmly esta- 
blished by the gas companies that they had no guarantee how soon the 
price would be raised to 6s. per 1000 cubic feet. That was the grand point 
of alarm which he thought the authorities had ground for feeling. 

Mr. CuicHEsTER could not help thinking that the remarks made by Mr. 
Bridgman were characterized by sound sense. Those who had acted as 
they had done some six years ago towards the Chartered Company had 
brought this difficulty on the parish. It was only reasonable to expect 
that the Chartered Company B noo now that they had the opportunity, 
charge a more extended price than formerly. Unless they could show that 
this sum was grossly too large, then he thought the vestry had no ground 
whatever of complaint. (Oh,oh!) It had been said that the Imperial 
Company paid 10 per cent. and gave a bonus to its shareholders. Now, he 
believed that was a great mistake; but, with regard to other gas companies, 
he (Mr. Chichester) understood that there was no other gas company in 
the metropolis, except the Imperial, which paid even 5 per cent. dividen 
to its shareholders. (“ Hear, hear,” and “Oh, oh!”) : 

Mr. TAVENER was sorry so important a question as this had resolved 
itself into personalities, and that gentlemen made it the opportunity for 
having a fling at each other—one of saying it is your fault, and another 
saying it is your fault that we have got into this mess. (Hear, hear.) 
Having gotinto this mess—no matter how—the best thing they could do was 
to see how they could get out. Dr. Bachhoffner said he did not object to 
the charge of 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet, but his apprehension was, that it would 
not be long at that price, but that it would be increased to 6s. (Hear.) 
Now, he (Mr. Tavener) thought the parish had the remedy for that in 
their own hands. Supposing they thought proper to accept this contract 
of the Chartered Company at £4. 7s. 6d. per light, he wished to know 
whether that vestry might not bind the company down to keep to that 
price for three, five, or seven years. (“ Hear, hear,” and “No, no.”) If they 
were sure that that price was a fair one, there could be no reason why they 
should not adopt such a course. 

Mr. Topp believed the price charged by the Imperial to private con- 
sumers was 4s. 6d. per 1000. 

The CuarrMman said that was so. 

Mr. Hopces, in reply, said he was perfectly astounded at some of the 
arguments which had been used during that discussion. He believed the 
next business that board would be called upon to decide was as to the con- 
sideration of 18 or 19 tenders for erecting sewers, and the probability might 
be that that board would feel it to be its duty to accept the lowest tender. 
(Hear.) Supposing they did so, he (Mr. Hodges) would ask what right and 
with what justice it could be said six years hence that that vestry had robbed 
the person who put in the highest contract simply because they thought 
proper to take the lowest? (Hear.) Yet that was the pa taken up with 
regard to this gas question by the two twins, Messrs. Bridgman and 
Chichester, on the other side of the table. (Laughter.) Talk of “ rob- 
bing !” If there had been any robbing at all, it had been at the cost 
of the gas consumers of that parish, many of whom were scarcely able 
to make both ends meet, and not of the gas companies. If it had 
not been so, how could some gas companies pay their 16 and 17 per cent., 
including a bonus? (Hear.) If, therefore, any one had a right to complain 
of a “ robbery,” it was those who dispensed the parish funds and the gas 
consumers. (Hear. It was said that they were served quite right now, 
because six years ago they, as it had been asserted, helped the Equitable to 
cut out the Chartered. (Hear, hear.) They had only then done as they 
ought always to do, when they found that the party could properly supply 
them; namely, accept the lowest tender. (Hear, hear.) But as to robbing 
the gas companies, the observation was preposterous. That parish con- 
tracted for gas to burn at the rate of 4 feet per hour, and it had been proved 
that they did not get in many instances 34 feet, in some instances but 
24 feet, and in others less than 2 feet per hour. They had been told by Mr. 
Bell that the want of competition with the Imperial Company was an ad- 
vantage to them rather than otherwise, because it saved them, by the terms 
of their contract, £1 alight. (“ Hear,” and “Oh,oh!”) If Mr. Bell had been 
on that committee, as he (Mr. Hodges) and others were, which had that 
contract of the Imperial Company laid before them, he would have perhaps 
felt as he did, and as those who acted with him did, their utter degradation 
at being so much at the mercy of this Imperial Company that they were 
compelled to submit to the disgrace of such a clause being inserted in the 
contract. That if they permitted the mains of another company to be laid, 
then that that company should be empowered to charge them £1 per light 
more than they did. it has been a very great disgrace, and the sooner that 
parish wiped it out the better. If Manchester could make and supply its 
own gas at a cheap rate to the consumers, and a large profit to themselves, 
there was no reason why Marylebone should not do the same. It was 
therefore he looked favourably upon the suggestion made by Mr. Belton; 
and he had no hesitation in saying that, when he inquired intoit,if he found 
it feasible, he would support it. (Hear, hear.) 

The resolution was then put and carried, and the letter ordered to be 
referred back to the Chartered Company for explanation. 

The proceedings with reference to the gas question then terminated. 





SaturpAy, Nov. 21. 

The Marylebone Representative Council were to-day occupied during the 
principal portion of their sitting in discussing the recent tender of the Char- 
tered Gas Company to light the district in the vicinity of Oxford Street, re- 
linquished by the Equitable Company at Christmas next; and also with the 
attendance of a deputation from ratepayers appointed by a public meeting, 
with respect to the recent division of the metropolis into districts by the 
gas companies. 

Mr. TAVENER having been called to the chair, 

Mr. GREENWELL (the vestry-clerk) stated that he had received a letter 
from the secretary of the Chartered Company, in reply to his communica- 
tion, referring their tender, read the previous week, back for explanation. 
He read the following communication from the Chartered Company :— 


Chartered Gas Office, Westminster, Nov. 17, 1857. 
Sir,—In reply to your letter, dated yesterday, I am to state that the directors of 
this company supposed and intended that their tender of the 13th inst. complied with 
the terms of your advertisement fully, and that illuminating power was alone con- 
templated by it; but, as explanation is sought, I have to say that the directors pro- 
pose to use such a burner to each lamp as will give a light equal to 8 sperm candles 
at the annual charge of £3, 10s. each, or equal to 10 candles at £4 each, or to 12 
candles at £4. 7s, 6d. each per annum, for the choice of the vestry, upon contracts 
for three years; and I am to add that the superintendent of the pany’s works, 
with myself, will attend any appointment you may intimate, to answer such ques- 
tions as may yet arise. I remain, Sir, your very obedient servant, 
W. E. Greenwell, Esq., C, Burts, Secretary. 
Vestry-Clerk, St. Marylebone. 


Mr. GREENWELL stated that Mr. Burls, the secretary, and Mr. Evans, the 
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superintendent, were in attendance to answer any questions which the 
board might think — to put. 

Mr. Burts and Mr. Evans were called before the board, and in answer 
to questions the former said that they were quite willing to give as good a 
light as the Equitable Company now gave the parish at £3. 10s. per light. 
He did not see why the vestry wanted to know how many feet of the gas 
burned per hour, so that they had as good a light as they had at present. 
The gas would be equal to 8 candles; and, if the vestry wanted a larger 
amount than 8-candle gas, the company required payment for it in propor- 
tion. He had no further information to offer. 

This deputation having retired, 

Mr. GREENWELL, in answer to a question, stated that the Chartered Com- 
pany had two sets of mains running down Oxford Street, from one of which 
they supplied the ordinary gas, and from the other the cannel coal gas. 

Mr. Carr observed that it was not so much how many feet of gas were 
burned per hour; it was the illuminating power of the gas to be supplied 
for which the Chartered Company proposed to charge a higher price. He 
believed that the cannel coal gas was 6s. per 1000; but the question was, 
considering its illuminating power, whether it was not cheaper at that price 
than the ordinary gas at 4s. 6d. per 1000. 

Mr. I. Brrp thought the vestry had no alternative but to accept the 


tender of the Chartered Company, and he therefore moved that it be || 


accepted. (“ Hear,” and “ No, no.”) 

The motion having been seconded, 

Mr. HopGes moved, as an amendment, “ That the furthur consideration 
of the tender of the Chartered Company should be postponed to that day 
week.” As to the letters from the Chartered Company, or from the secre- 
tary, they were no explanations at all, and the vestry were in no better 
condition than they were when the tender was read. 

The amendment was seconded, and, after some observations from Messrs 
Freeth, D’Iffanger, and other gentlemen in support, it was carried by a large 
majority, as was also a further resolution to refer the subject to the con- 
sideration of the gas committee on Wednesday next, to report thereon at 
the next meeting. 

Messrs. Burts and Evans were again called in and informed of the re- 
solution to the committee, and asked if they would attend and afford in- 
formation to the gas committee; to which Mr. Burls replied that he did not 
think he should be in a position to give more information to the gas com- 
mittee than he did now. 

Messrs. Carr, Freeth, Nicholay, and Belton put a variety of questions, 
and Mr. Be.ton wished to know whether, as the Chartered Company had 
thought proper to raise their price for the public lights, they also intended 
to do so with regard to the lights of the private consumer. (“ Ob, oh!” and 
cries of “ Committee.” 

The deputation from the Chartered Company withdrew, and a deputation 
from a public meeting of ratepayers, headed by Mr. G. Salmon, were then 
admitted to present the resolutions passed at that meeting to the vestry. 

Mr. SALMON said he had had the honour to preside over a very crowded 
meeting of the gas consumers of that parish, who were naturally very much 
alarmed at the attitude assumed by the gas companies, and the feeling was 
that the only way to secure them from monopoly was that the vestry of 
Marylebone, as their representatives, should either by themselves, or in 
union with other parishes, erect parochial gas-works for their supply. 
(Hear, hear.) The feeling out of doors was, that unless the vestries oF the 
metropolis took some such step, they would be speedily bound hand and 
foot by a monopoly of a most extraordinary character. (Hear, hear.) They 
believed that the gas companies had entered into an amalgamation contrary 
to the provisions of their Acts of Parliament; but that, unless the vestries 
either applied to Parliament, or took some other determined step, they (the 
gas consumers) would soon become the victims of monopoly. They id not 
say that Marylebone should stand alone in this movement; but they did 
think that the only remedy for this monopoly was, that an application 
to Parliament should be made, if they had not already the power, to con- 
struct gas-works, and supply gas upon the municipal principle. (Hear.) 
Mr. Salmon concluded by handing in the resolution passed at the public 
meeting. 

The Vestry-CLerk read the resolutions, which were to the following 
effect :— 

That in consequence of the combination of the gas companies of this parish, and 
the western and north western districts of the metropolis, it is expedient that 
energetic measures be taken to counteract the injurious effects to private consumers 
and the parish generally. 

That a deputation from this meeting be appointed to wait on the vestry, to state 
the best means for the establishment of parochial gas-works, to be enabled to supply 
the public lights, and the private consumers thereof. 

(Signed in behalf of the meeting) GrorcGe Satuon, Chairman. 

Dr. BAcHHoFrFNER said he should move that these resolutions be received 
and referred to the gas committee. He was gratified to find that not only 
the consumers of Marylebone, but the people of the metropolis, as exhibited 
by the recent meeting of delegates, were becoming alive to that question. 
(Hear, hear.) There was one point which fell from him (Dr. Bachhoffner) 
at the meeting of the delegates on Wednesday, which he was desirous of 
correcting, so far as one company was concerned. He stated that the com- 
panies were compelling in-coming tenants to pay the arrears of gas of pre- 
vious tenants before the companies would give them any light. He br. 
Bachhoffner) grounded his statement on a letter which he saw in one of the 
morning papers, but it did not apply to the Imperial Company, as, when 





they were before Parliament, the vestry of Marylebone procured the insertion 
of the 15th section, which bore upon this point, and enatted that where a| 
person left his premises indebted to the Imperial Gas Company, they should | 
not be permitted to compel the succeeding occupier to pay such debt before | 
laying on the gas, &c. He believed that no other company had such a! 
clause in the Act of Parliament, and it showed well for the foresight and 
the vigilance of the then vestry of Marylebone that they procured its in- 
sertion. (Hear.) 

Mr. SaLmon said, although there was such a clause in the Imperial Com- 
pany’s Act, he knew many instances where they had made such payment 
compulsory on condition of their supply. (Hear.) 

Dr. BachHorrNnER: Then there is no doubt the company could be pro- 
ceeded against in every such case. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. SALMon, in reply toquestions from Mr. Vesey, Mr. Grange, Mr. Bridg- 
man, and other members of the vestry, said the deputation were not aware 
that the vestry had not power to erect parochial gas-works. Hethought, if 
they had not, they could apply to Parliament and get such power. They 
had no site to suggest for gas-works. The ratepayers looked to the vestry 
to ascertain those things. He considered that, should gas be supplied by 
the vestry, and any profits arise, they could not be devoted to a better pur- 
pose than the improvements of the parish. 

Mr. WINGFIELD was understood to second Dr. Bachhoffner’s motion, to 
refer the resolutions to the gas committee. 
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Mr. Topp moved that the motion go on the paper; but it was overruled 
by the chairman. 

Mr. M‘Eviry said a tradesman might as well expect money to be lent 
upon his book debts as that parish to raise money to build gas-works upon 
the security of gas-rates. The resolutions of this meeting were not a sub- 
ject for a committee; they could be dealt with by that board. It was per- 
ectly chimerical to suppose that they could establish gas-works for one 
parish, and the vestry had no legal power to assess the ratepayers for any 
such purpose. Noone would ever make him (Mr. M‘Evily) believe that 
these gas companies would be mad enough to raise the price of gas; that 
act in itself would be suicidal, for it would rouse the whole metropolis. 

Dr. BACHHOFFNER said he for one was perfectly satisfied with‘the pre- 
sent price of gas at 4s. 6d., but he wanted some guarantee that it would not 
soon be 6s. per 1000 feet. 

Mr. Freetn believed that if the gas companies were at once to raise the 
price of gas, it would not only be suicidal, but it would be an act of down- 
a Jelo de se. (Roars of laughter, and cries of “ What’s the difference ?”) 
Those who were felo de se were supposed to be people in their sound senses. 
(Hear, hear.) He urged that appeals should be made to the Secretary of 
State or Parliament, if they could not get proper control over gas com- 
panies. They had overcome the gigantic monopoly of the water companies, 
and was it to be said that they were to allow the gas companies to do as 
~~ liked ? (Hear, hear.) 

r. Vesry thought the vestry would run into immense difficulties, if they 
erected their own gas-works, in reference to site. 
Mr. Marks said the proper parties to get up a gas company were the 
consumers themselves: the coming there under a belief that the vestry 
could aid them was a delusion. 
Mr. Betton contended, if the vestry had not the power to erect gas- 
works, they could soon go to Parliament and obtain it. 
Mr. BripeMan had put his hand into his pocket formerly to establish a 
gas company, and lost his money; but he would never do so again. Nor 
would he put his hand into the ratepayers’ pockets to run the risk with 
their money which he would not do with his own. 
Mr. Soden, Mr. Cole, and other gentlemen supported the reference of the 
resolutions to the gas committee, and the motion was carried by a large 
majority. 

















METROPOLITAN GAS QUESTION. 
MEETING OF PAROCHIAL DELEGATES. 


THE 


took place on Wednesday, Nov. 19, at the Marylebone Court House, for the 
purpose of holding a conference with respect to the recent arrangements 
amongst the metropolitan gas companies for subdividing the metropolitan 
districts. 

Dr. BACHHOrFNER was Called to the chair, and Mr. GREENWELL, vestry- 
clerk, Marylebone, acted as secretary. 

The deputation from St. MARYLEBONE comprised Mr. Soden (church- 
warden), Dr. Bachhoftner, Mr. Freeth, Mr. Braess, Mr. Grange, Mr. Joseph 
Bird, Mr. Cole, Mr. Tavener, Mr. Belton, Mr. Hodges, Mr. Wingfield, Mr. 
Todd, Captain Smy, Mr. Bridgman, and Mr. Hutchens. 

Sr. Pancras—Mr. Cameron, Mr. Eldridge, Mr. Austin, Mr. Cook (vestry- 
clerk), and Mr. W. B. Scott (chief surveyor). 

IstinGron—Mr. Elt, Mr. Grant, Mr. James, and Mr. Berry (assistant 
vestry-clerk), 

Pappincron—Mr. Dickenson (churchwarden), Mr. Langham, Mr. Roche, 
and Mr. Pearse. 

St. James’s, WestMinsTER—Mr. Geesin and Mr. Beale. 

The CHArrMAN observed: He had no doubt that the gentlemen present 
were aware of the object for which they were called together, viz., to take | 
into consideration the recent proceedings on the part of the gas companies 
to put aside all competition with respect to the supply of an article which 
was now become almost an essential to their social existence. (Hear, hear.) 
The effect of this arrangement between the gas companies thus to divide 
the metropolis amongst themselves would be to place the parish of Maryle- 
bone at the mercy of an individual company, and the same remark applied 
to all other parishes. It was, therefore, determined by the gas committee 
of Marylebone to call a meeting, in the first instance, consisting of two or 
three of the leading metropolitan parishes, through their representatives, 
to seriously consider and confer together on the subject, as to the best 
means to be adopted for relieving themselves from the dependant position 
jin which they were placed. He (the chairman) was sure that the Legis- 
lature of the country never intended, when they gave an Act of Parliament 
| to those companies, that a monopoly of this kind should ever exist. (Hear, 
|hear.) And it was a serious question whether, in taking the step they had 
done, the metropolitan gas companies had acted legally. (Hear, hear.) It 
had been stated that the local representative bodies have little parliaments 
of themselves. (“ Hear,” and a laugh.) True it was they had not the | 
power of making Acts of Parliament, but they had very extensive powers | 
with regard to the management of those districts for which they were ap- | 
pointed; and it was a paramount duty incumbent upon those local bodies, | 








or parliaments, to be ready at all times to protect those they represented 

from encroachments or injury to their rights. (Hear, hear.) It therefore 
became the representatives of the different districts to see that the property | 
they held in trust, and the interests of those they represented, were not 
damaged by the recent combination of the gas companies. (Hear, hear.) He 
had been informed with respect to a gas company that, since the arrange- 
ment had been entered into, that company had determined to make an in- 
coming tenant pay the arrears that might be owing by his predecessor be- 
fore they will consent to supply him with gas. (“ Hear,” and cries of 
“Shame.”) If true, this was a most monstrous proceeding, and in itself suf- 
ficient to justify an application to Parliament. Then there was another 
|| cireumstance which made it appear that the companies were trying to ob- 
| | tain a monopoly in other matters besides gas. He alluded to the gas-fittings. 
| He had understood that it was the intention of the gas companies to take 
|| the whole of ‘the gas- fitting department upon themselves; so that presently 
||the consumers would not be able to employ their own gasfitter, but 
| | would be obliged to go to the companies for their gas-fittings. (Hear, hear.) 
'| There was an attempt, he believed, made some time ago to carry out this 
|| plan, but it would not then do; but it could be done now; and, if it was 
| done, it would be a most wanton interference with private labour. Some 
|| people had said, “ Wait and see if the companies did raise the price of their 
|| gas before they took any steps in the matter.” He had been told by secre- 
|| taries and others connected with the gas companies “not to be alarmed— | 
that they had no intention of raising the price of their gas;” but the fact 
|| was they were putting on the screw, and the thin end of the wedge was put 
jin, so far as Marylebone was concerned; and if they did it there, they 
| would do it all over the metropolis. (Hear, hear.) Those were the circum- 
| stances which had induced the vestry of Marylebone to call some of the ‘ 
| 
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| that a portion of Oxford Street and district had been handed over by the 
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parishes together. He thought that there was no desire that that confer- 

ence should degenerate into a cheap question. (Hear.) There could be no 

objection to the payment of 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet for gas of a good quality, 

Their apprehension was that the advantages which the absence of competi- 

tion gave to the gas companies to do just as they please, might induce them 

to supply gas of an inferior quality, or raise their price. The evidence given 

a Saturday at the vestry was conclusive that they intended one or the} 
other. 

_ Mr. Freern said he presumed that they had met there that day for prac- 
tical consideration of the circumstances under which the metropolis was | 
placed by the coalition of the gas companies,and how to combat the evils of | 
monopoly with which they were beset, than any strong declamation upon 
the subject. (Hear.) For years the metropolis groaned under the mono- 
poly of the water companies, but Parliament stepped in and said, although 
they had chosen to partition the metropolis amongst themselves, they should 
do what was right between man and man; and they compelled the water 
companies to do so. (Hear, hear.) Now, gas was almost as necessary for 
the usages of life as water, and he was convinced that, do as they would 
for their own aggrandizement, if they applied to Parliament, Parliament 
would do as they had done with the water companies—step in, and say that 
they should do justice between man and man, with all their monopoly. | 
(Hear.) It was useless to say that the destruction of competition was not | | 
monopoly, or that monopoly would not lead to injustice. Dr. Bachhoffner 
had referred to what took place in the Marylebone vestry on Saturday last: 
they had been served by the Equitable Company for the last six years at 
£3 per light, but, in consequence of the arrangement amongst the gas com- | 
panies, that company had refused to light them beyond Christmas next; | 
and what was the consequence? They had advertised for tenders, and only | 
one company offered to supply them, all the others having declined, leaving | 
them at the mercy of that one company, and that company was the Char- | 
tered—(hear)—and whose tender for the same light as the Equitable charged | 
£3 a light for was £4. 7s. 6d., being an advance of 474 per cent. (Hear.)| 
This was a proof of the faith to be placed in the declaration of the gas com- 
panies, that they had no desire to increase the price of their gas. (“ Hear,” | 
and “ Shame.”) He did not blame the gas companies for it; itwas no more | 
than might be expected, and it was no use their getting up indignation 
meetings, and crying out “ Shame, shame;” they must set to work like | 
business men, and apply for themselves some practical remedy for these | 
evils. (Hear, hear.) The object they had in view was, to counteract the | 


effect of this great monopoly, and how to act, to do so eflectually. The gas | 


























A Meeting of Delegates from some of the larger Metropolitan Parishes | 
| Marylebone Gas Committee was to ascertain the character of that move- 
ment: in the first place, how and in what manner the gas companies had | 


| present standard; and should they refuse to treat with us, and give us no 


| events, to restrict the dividend which their gas companies should pay upon | | 


| nies. (Hear.) 


| bone had not much to complain of as to the price of gas supplied to them, as 
he believed the price charged in St. Pancras was something like £5 per light | 
| per annum. 


companies would no doubt tell them that they had nothing to do with it; | 


but he contended they had to do with it, and his object in moving for the | | 


divided the town amongst themselves. The vestry-clerk had written to| 
| 


some of the companies to ascertain what their districts were, and had found | 


Equitable to the Chartered Company—(hear, hear)—but had not yet ascer- 
tained how the companies had districted themselves. That was an im-| 
portant point to know in the first instance, and then the next thing would 
be to wait upon the gas companies, and tell them that they were the repre- 
sentatives of the various districts of the metropolis, and wished to know 
what were their real intentions, and what guarantee they would give that 
they would not raise the price or deteriorate the quality of their gas from its 


explicit answer, they then put themselves in the wrong, and they, the repre- 
sentatives of the parishes, could get up their petitions to Parliament to ap- 
point a committee of inquiry into the whole subject, and, if necessary, get the | 
power to construct their own gas-works to supply their own gas; or, at all | 


their capital, and place them under similar restrictions to the water compa- | | 
There was no borough ia the kingdom so well situated to 
carry such a plan out as that of Marylebone. They had their members—Sir 
Benjamin Hall, holding a high position, and possessing great influence with | 
the Government, and Lord Ebrington, whose influence was also great; their | 
interest, together with that which other vestries of other districts could | 
bring to bear, there was little doubt that the Legislature would assist them, | | 
should the conduct of the gas companies render an application to Parlia- | | 
ment necessary. Although the chairman repudiated their introducing into | 
that discussion the question of cheap gas, he (Mr. Freeth) was sure that, | 
with the improvements that had been effected, had they the control of | 





gas-works, they could supply it at a profit at 3s. per 1000 feet; but he did 
not wish to enter into that question then, but recommended them to wait 
upon the gas companies to know their intentions. | 

Mr. Etprineér, from St. Pancras, said he thought the vestry of Maryle- | 





As to the point that the companies intend making the in-| 
coming tenant pay the old tenant’s debt for gas before they would light him, 
it was so monstrous, that he was sure Parliament would at once compel the | 
gas companies to abandon so unjust a proceeding. They would havea much | 
more legitimate claim upon the landlord than upon the tenant in succession. 
(Hear.) He thought that upon that ground alone the representative bodies | 
of the parishes should take some measures at once to check the whole mono- | 
poly; and if they went to Parliament, to compel every gas company to lay | 
their mains in every street they propose to light, and make it compulsory 
that they should supply every person with gas who should demand to be | 
lighted; if they do not pay, then the companies have their remedy the same 
as any other tradesmen; that was what should at least be done, as they| 
were deprived of going to a rival company if not satisfied with the one sup- iI 
plying them. | 

Mr. Hones said, if the St. Pancras vestry paid £5 per lamp their burners | 
must be larger than those of Marylebone, and consume 5 or 6 feet of gas | 
per hour, whereas theirs only consumed 4 feet per hour. 

Mr. Err thought the question with the Marylebone people was, that if 
the Equitable Company could supply them for 6 years at £3 per annum 
per light, what justice was there in the Chartered Company charging 47} 
per cent. for the same light? li 

Mr. Frrern said, that was the point. 

Mr, CAMERON stated that he was one of the deputation appointed by the 
vestry of St. Pancras. They had received no instructions at present, bind- 
ing them to any course of action. They were sent there by their vestry to 
hear and report to them the feelings expressed by the representatives of the 
different parishes. He fully concurred in that which had fallen from Mr. 
Freeth with respect to the probable results of monopoly; but, as to the 
course which St. Pancras would take in the movement, it would be for the 
vestry to decide. He thought their charge for the public lights was £4. 17s. 
6d. per light. 

Mr. Err thought they were all in the same position with regard to in- 















































.{|of the parish of St. James. 
|| gas companies, to know really, and to have a distinct pledge from them, as 
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structions as to the course of action. In Islington he believed they paid 
£A. 12s. 6d. for their public lights to the Imperial Company; therefore, at 
first sight, the charge they complained of in Marylebone did not appear so 
exorbitant. But much depended upon the light and the magnitude of 
gas emitted per hour from the burner. (Hear, hear.) If the gas companies 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 


combined together to charge what they liked, the question was, whether | 
the metropolitan parishes would permit themselves to remain at their | 


mercy? There could be no doubt of the fact, that if the parishes were to 
obtain powers for the manufacture of their own gas, they could do it at a 
much cheaper rate than it was now supplied. There was plenty of evidence 
of the fact. Richmond, in Surrey, was supplied by the Brentford Gas Com- 
pany; their charges becoming so exorbitant, in spite of remonstrance, the 
consumers of Richmond formed a company of themselves, and erected their 
own gas-works, and were enabled to supply themselves at half the price they 
had paid the Brentford Gas Company; and that company were ultimately 


glad to sell the people of Richmond their plant. (Hear,hear.) Another case | 
was that of Plymouth. The company there were not content with charging | 
7s. —— 1000 feet, but attempted to raise their price, and the consumers | 


there also erected their own works and supplied the town at 4s. 6d. per 1000 
feet, and the old company were glad to sell their plant ; and not only is the 
gas supplied at that price, but the company pay 10 per cent. to their share- 
holders besides a bonus. (Hear, hear.) ‘Therefore there is plenty of proof 
that they could supply gas at a much cheaper rate themselves than they 
now paid for it. But he must say, of all they had heard with regard to 
gas monopoly, nothing was so monstrous as attempting to make the in- 
coming tenant pay the debts of the out-going tenant. With the same 
amount of reason a baker or butcher might say to an in-coming tenant 
he would not serve him unless he paid what was owing by the previous 
occupier of the house. (Hear.) It was true that in the case of the baker 
or butcher it would be to his own loss, as the tenant coulfl go elsewhere ; 
but not so with a gas company. The tenant would be completely at their 
mercy ; and perhaps his business would not be worth a farthing without 
his shop was well-lighted : he, therefore, would be compelled, for his own 
sake, to pay the debts of his predecessor, to enable him to carry on his 
business successfully. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. WINGFIELD said the advantages of competition were manifest ; for, 
when the Western Gas Company were likely to come into that parish, one 
of the companies, who were then charging £4. 10s. per light, dropped their 
price to £3. 11s., on condition that no other mains should be permitted to 
be laid in their district. Their charge to private consumers at that time 
was 7s. per 1000 feet, and they were compelled to come down to 4s. 6d. ; 
but he could see no reason why it should not come down to 4s., as that was 
the price they were compelled not to exceed in the City. He hoped before 
long they should have a change. 

Mr. GEEs«n (St. James’s) stated they were under contract with the Western 
Company to light that parish for three years longer. They did not believe 
in the promises of these gas companies, who only sought to obtain a footing 
in a good district: so they had bound them (the Western Company) to a 
price not only for the public lights, but also fixed the price they should 
charge the private consumer—(hear, hear)—and compelled them to lay 
their mains through every street, court, and alley of St. James's. When, 
however, the vestry of St. James heard of this coalition of the gas com- 
panies, they sent to ascertain of the Western Company what the meaning 
of it was, and if it would affect them. The answer they received was, that 
it would make no difference to St. James’s whatever. Although it might not 
affect them at present, he thought it would be extremely selfish in them if 
they did not sympathize with the metropolis at large—(hear, hear)—and 
there was no knowing how they -might be situated when their contract with 
the Western Company expired at the end of the three years. The vestry of 
St. James had, therefore, determined to send them to that meeting, and he 
had no doubt but that they would give them their most cordial support in 
any movement to counteract the monopoly of the gas companies. The 
Western Company charged 6s. per 1000 feet, instead of 4s. 6d.; still it must 
be borne in mind that they had the cannel coal gas, and there was no doubt, 
in consequence of the brightness and illuminating power of the cannel gas, 
that 500 feet of that gas would go as far as 1000 of any other. The meeting 
might rely upon it that they would unite with them in putting down mono- 
poly, and he had no doubt but that the vestry of St. James would mate- 
rially aid them if they should determine to make an application to Parlia- 
ment. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. BEALE did not feel surprised that the parishes had commenced that 
movement, aithough it was not a question as tothe present price of gas, but 
of the probable results of the combination. It was not likely that the com- 
panies would recklessly brave the public displeasure by at once raising the 
price of their gas to the consumer. It had been, no doubt, and for the pre- 
sent would be, the policy of the companies to salve a sore when they found 
a wound rankling. He looked upon the districting of the metropolis by 
these gas companies as an organized conspiracy against free-trade. (Hear, 
hear.) In 1853 there was something like an attempt made in Parliament 
for an amalgamation of some of the gas companies, but it was frustrated; 
and that was now being done by a side wind which the Legislature would 
not sanction. It was, therefore, a fraudulent conspiracy against the rights 
of the public, and it was a great question whether it would not come within 
the limits of the law, and whether it was not a punishable offence. (Hear, 
hear.) He thought they should go to the Home Secretary, or to Sir B. Hall, 
the great founder and parent of their Metropolis Management Act, intended 
to confer upon them municipal powers. Such a proceeding would at once 
show to the gas companies that the metropolitan parishes were determined 
to show a bold front, and he thought it not unlikely it would bring them to 
their senses. (Hear, hear.) They might rely upon the earnest co-operation 
He had no objection to a conference with the 


to their intention; and, if their answer was not satisfactory, no time should 
be lost in bringing their case before Parliament. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Grestn said, before they admitted the Western Company into St. 
James's, they had tested the purity of their gas by the proper test, and bound 
them in a bond of £1000 not to coalesce with any company so far as their 
parish was concerned. 

Dr. BACHHOFFNER inquired if the Western Gas Company had joined in 
the league, or had they abstained so far only as St. James's was concerned? 

Mr. GEEsIN was not in a position to say what the Western had done with 
regard to other districts through which their mains passed. 

The CHarrMan said his reason for asking the question was, he had been 
informed that the Western Company was the first to propose the amalga- 


;| mation. 


_ Mr. BEeAue thought his friend Mr. Geesin had hardly put the right construce 
tion upon the answer they (the St. James's) had received from the Western 
Company, for when they asked whether the amalgamation would be preju- 
dicial to their parish, the answer received was, he conceived, a diplomatic 





569 


one—(laughter)—for its inference was, “Not at present.” They had their 
gas at a proper price, and, therefore, need not trouble themselves about it— 
but he thought that they had a right to trouble themselves about it. The 
gas companies might now do something to stem the tide of opposition now 
setting in against them by keeping down their charges; but the question 
was, whether the parishes and the consumers could depend upon their pro- 
mises. (Hear, hear.) 

The Cuarrman said the arrangements of the companies had already com- 
menced; the south-eastern district of St. Marylebone was at present lighted 
by the Equitable Company, but their contract expired at Christmas, and 
they had refused to renew;it, leaving them at the mercy of another com- 
pany, to whom alone the parish, and he believed the consumers of the dis- 
trict, would have to go, or'else go without. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. SopEN (churchwarden of Marylebone) said there was no doubt that 
the question of gas monopoly was only second in importance to a water 
monopoly with which the metropolis had had to combat, for gas was now 
become almost as essential a necessary tolife as water. They had not much 
to complain of at present, &s to the price of gas, but if the parishes and con- 
sumers took no notice of the matter, there was no knowing what the price 
might be. (Hear, hear.) With regard to St. James’s restricting the Western 
Company before they permitted them to come into that parish, the Maryle- 
bone vestry adopted the’ same course when that company applied to be 
permitted to lay their mains in that parish; but it did not suit them then 
to be compelled to light the whole of the parish. They did not care for the 
public lights; they only wanted to supply the private consumers in such 
district as they thought proper, and charge what they liked; that was the 
reason the vestry would not permit them to come into Marylebone. (Hear.) 

Mr. Austin: Do you think it advisable that the parishes should amalga- 
mate, or erect their own gas-works singly ? 

Dr. BACHHOFFNER wished the gentlemen from the different parishes to 
understand that they were invited there to consult and advise with each 
other as to the best means to be adopted in order to make an effectual 
stand against such monopoly. 

Mr. CAMERON said, the object of the St. Pancras deputation in coming 
there that day was to ascertain the opinions of the representatives of Mary- 
lebone and other parishes; they might depend, however, on the zealous co- 
operation of that parish. 


ss 





Mr. Freer said he had drawn up a resolution of a general and declaratory 
character, which he would withdraw if objected to, as unanimity on such a 
a question was essentially necessary. He would move, “ That this meeting | 
views with considerable apprehension the recent division of the metropolis | 
into districts by the various gas companies, and is of opinion that the | 
various metropolitan vestries and district boards should co-operate together | 
to prevent the operation of the gas companies from working injuriously to | 
the gas consumers of the metropolis.” 

Mr. Gerstn had great pleasure in seconding this resolution. 

Mr. Betron considered that, under any circumstances, they should 
demand a pledge from the gas companies that they should not increase 
their price. In the City the companies were compelled not to charge more 
than 4s. per 1000 by Act of Parliament. 

Mr. Hopaees considered there was no necessity to enter into the general 
question of gas supply at that meeting; their great object was to stop at the 
outset this monopoly of the gas companies. In the words of Burke, | 
“When bad men combine, good men should unite.” (Hear, hear.) He agreed 
with Mr. Beale that it was a very great question whether, in parcelling out 
the metropolis as they had done, and in their combination, they had not 
rendered themselves amenable to the law. (Hear.) The infamous coal- 
tax was to be abolished in 1862, and, when that took place, the coal mer- 
chants had just as much right for the purposes of monopoly as these gas 
companies had to district the metropolis amongst themselves; but, if they 
did, of what benefit would the taking off the coal-tax be to the public? 
(Hear.) As to not allowing competition in Marylebone, that was the act of 
a former vestry, for which the present was not responsible. What they had 
now to do was, to deal with the present state of things. It was a fact, as a 
first step resulting from this combination, that one company had thrown up 
their contract with the parish of Marylebone, and they had turned them 
over to another, which had demanded a largely-increased price for lighting 
their public lamps. If they would venture such a bold step now, what 
would they do by-and-bye when the whole metropolis was completely at 
their mercy? (Hear, hear.) He believed that competition in gas had proved 
a failure, and that, if they had competition to-morrow, it would be swal- 
lowed up by overtures and arrangements with other companies, to the great 
damage of the public. It therefore seemed to him that the only real 
security which the parishes and private consumers now had, was for the 
former to establish gas-works and supply their districts with gas as a 
municipal undertaking, appropriating the profits which would be sure to 
accrue to the improvement of their respective districts. (Hear.) Mary- 
lebone might not be large enough to do so alone, but let the parishes amal- 
gamate, and have one large set of works, and one stat!’ of efficient officers, 
and he had little doubt of their success. Although there might not be any 
matured plan before them upon this subject at present, they knew what 
they wanted, and, by conferring together, they would no doubt arrive at 
the best means of attaining their object. The period had arrived when the 
public must look to themselves, and therefore he supported Mr. Freeth’s 
motion, with the intention that they should take further action at a future 
day. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. LANGuAM (Paddington) could not support the erection of parochial 
or municipal gas-works, as he thought it would be likely to open a field for 
all kinds of jobbery. They had met to do what they could to prevent 
monopoly, and he believed by their meeting and expressing their opinions 
much good would result. An Act of Parliament fixing the maximum price 
of gas, and imposing certain restrictions on the companies, would be most 
beneficial to public and private consumers. He did not observe that the 
public lights of Marylebone were worse than Paddington or St. Pancras. In 
Paddington they paid the Imperial £4. 4s. per light, and they were very 
good. 

*'Mr. Bexron : Is there a clause in the Paddington contract that the Im- 
perial may charge £1 more if you allow another company to come in ? 

Mr. LanGuaAm: I believe there is. 

Mr. Freer, in reply, said he had no intention that they should rush 
headlong to Parliament, to empower the parish of Marylebone and other 
districts to erect their own gas-works ; because he believed, if they did, 
they would have to fight the gas companies at a cost of £60,000 or £70,000, 
and they would spend double that sum to beat them. He proposed, first, 
to go to the gas companies and demand that they should deal with the 
parishes and consumers equitably and fairly ; and if they declined to give a 
guarantee to do so, then he would either go to Sir B. Hall or the Secretary 
of State, and make an appeal to Parliament—as they compelled the water 
companies, also to compel the gas companies, to do justice between man 
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and man. He would make the application to Parliament, for powers to 
erect their own gas-works, a last resource. (Hear, hear.) 

The Cxarrmay, before putting the resolution, wished to make a remark. 
When the deputation from the Metropolitan Board was last with Sir B. Hall, 
Mr. Thwaites asked where the money was to come from to carry out the 
Government drainage scheme and all the contemplated metropolitan im- 
—. Sir B. Hall was reported to have replied—“ Look at what 

chester has done, and all through their own gas-works.” (Hear, ek 
That observation from a member of the Government was, he (the chairman 
thought, peculiarly significant and appropriate at such a moment. (Hear.) 

The resolution was then put and carried unanimously. 

Mr. BEALE moved the next resolution—“ That the conference be ad- 
journed till that day fortnight, for the purpose of affording an capeeuiy 
of further communicating with the whole of the vestries and district boards 
of the metropolis, and for procuring further information with respect to the 
arrangements between the gas companies.” 

Mr. Cameron seconded the resolution. 

Mr. Rocue (Paddington) considered the delegates present should obtain 
powers from their respective vestries as to the waiting upon gas companies, 
or communicating with the Government. He did not think they ought to 
meet a second time without taking some practical step. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Dickenson (churchwarden of Paddington) supported this view, and 
thought they should be prepared to make some definite demand upon the 
gas companies, either with respect to a maximum price for gas or some- 
thing else. 

The resolution was also carried. 

The CuairMan said, a most important letter had just been received from 
Manchester on this subject, which he would read. 

Mr. GREENWELL read the letter, which was from the Town-Clerk of 
Manchester, and stated that the municipal authorities of Manchester sup- 
plied gas from their works at the maximum price of 5s. per 1000 cubic feet, 
with 24 per cent., and 5 per cent. off in accordance with amount consumed. 
The profits from the gas supply were from £30,000 to £40,000 per annum, 
which were appropriated to the improvement of the town. (Applause.) 

Mr. Ext read and Mr. James seconded a vote of thanks to the authorities 
of Marylebone for having convened the meeting; and a similar compliment 
having been paid to the chairman, the proceedings terminated. 


ANGLO-ROMANO GAS COMPANY. 

The Ordinary Half-Yearly Meeting of this Company was held on Wednes- 
day, the 21st of October, 1857, at the Offices of the Company, 17, Piazza di 
Ara Cieli, Rome—Duke Martino Tortonra in the chair. 

The minutes of the last half-yearly meeting were read and confirmed. 

The Gerant (Mr. James Shepherd) read his report as follows:— 

Gentlemen,—I beg to submit to your notice the accounts and balance-sheet for the 
half year ending the 30th of June last. 

You will observe that, in comparison with the corresponding half year of 1856, the 
profits show a most satisfactory increase, amounting to 2180 crowns, thus enabling 
us (as in the second half year of 1856, which, embracing the winter quarter, is always 
the most profitable) to declare a dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum, and 
leave a ‘‘ rest” of 1000 crowns to be carried to the credit of the dividend account; 
but, with due deference to your opinion, I beg to observe that I consider it but an 
act of justice to the present shareholders that the whole of the profits made be 
absorbed, thus enabling us to declare a dividend of 3 per cent. on the half year, the 
trifling sum wanting to be carried to the debit of dividend account. 

I now, gentlemen, most earnestly call your serious attention to the insufficiency of 
our working capital. By referring to the account, you will perceive that while our 
working fund only amounts to 20,000 crowns, the articles ‘‘ Coal” and ‘* Meters ” 
alone figure for the sum of 42,586 crowns. Such an anomalous situation must not be 
allowed to continue. I shall therefore, at the next meeting, submit to your approba- 
tion a proposal to increase the working capital either by a fresh issue of shares, or 
bonds : this will form the subject of a future deliberation. 

As you are aware, we have contracts for the sale of all the tar produced on the works. 
I am happy to inform you that I am upon the point of signing a contract for the dis- 
posal of the whole of the coke produced beyond the quantity required for our own 
service. I need not dilate upon the advantages to be derived from the certain dis- 
posal of our residuary products. 

With the present tendency to reduction in freights, I hope next year to be able to 
employ English coal exclusively, which will be of immense advantage to us. 

You will agree with me, a that our affair may be considered in a most 
brilliant position, when I inform you that from October the Ist, 1856, to the lst of 
the present month, the increase of the number of burnersis 1453! The same increase 
of consumption of gas is to be observed: as in September, 1856, the gas consumed 
was 1,555,575 cubic feet, with a profit of 745 crowns; the quantity consumed during 
September last was 2,305,310 cubic feet, with a profit of 1225 crowns, 

Toonstude, gentlemen, by proposing for your approval that a dividend upon tha 
last half year be paid at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum in Rome, on and after the 
26th instant, at Messrs. Plowden and Co., bankers to the company, after verification 
of the coupons at the company’s offices, and in London on and after the 15th of 
November next, at the company’s offices, No. 1, New Broad Street, City. 

(Signed) JamEs SHEPHERD, Gérant. 

Mr. CHOLMELEY, president of the “ Conseil de Surveillance,” presented his 
report, after which an animated discussion took place relative to the means 
to be adopted to augment the working capital, and upon the expediency of 
immediately calling a special meeting to that effect. It was eventually de- 
cided that the question should be held over until the next half-yearly meet- 
ing; and the gérant was requested to give due notice of his intention of 
calling a special meeting for the said purpose. 

Resolutions adopting the accounts and reports were passed unanimously. 

The proposal of the gérant to pay a dividend of 3 per cent. upon the last 
half year was adopted unanimously. 

The meeting then separated. 


GAS LIGHTING IN SAN FRANCISCO. 

A recent number of the San Francisco Evening Bulletin contains some 
interesting information respecting the progress of gas lighting in that flou- 
rishing city, which displays an intimate acquaintance with the subject, and 
presents a favourable contrast to the ignorance existing in high quarters on 
the same subject nearer home. The original Coal Gas Company alone have 
the right to lay down gas-pipes, and their charge is £1. 13s. 4d. per 1000 
feet, subject to discounts ranging from 3 to 12} per cent., as the quantity 
consumed is less than 500 feet or more than 3000 feet per night. Cannel of 
a very superior quality must be used in its manufacture, as a burner con- 
suming 34 cubic feet of gas per hour is stated to give a light equal to nearly 
18 wax candles. An active competition is, however, carried on by means of 
small rosin-gas apparatus suitable for the lighting of large establishments, 
and by volatile or liquid hydrocarbons, which prevent any undue charge 
being made by the gas company. A committee of the Mechanics’ Institute 
have recently undertaken a series of experiments upon the illuminating 
power of the different gases, and have addressed the following creditable 
report on the subject to the executive committee of that body :— 

The committee have devoted much time and labour in the investigation of the 
matters submitted tothem. There were four kinds of light exhibited, claiming to 
be gaslights, viz.: coal gas, made by the San Francisco City Gas-Works; rosin 
gas, made by the Aubin Gas Company; benzole gas, made by the Benzole Gas Com- 
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any’s apparatus; and coal-oil gas, made by an apparatus constructed by Mr. Thos. 

arney. The committee decided to consider the first two es as ‘‘ manufactured 

8,” in the ordinary acceptation of the term. The last two lights they have consi- 

ered under the head of “ burning fluids,” ordinarily so called, and apparatus for 
burning the same therewith connected. 

The committee examined carefully and comparatively the gases made from coal 
and from rosin by the City Gas mage am and the Aubin Gas Company respectively, 
and tested the illuminating power of each gas by the photometer, taking as a stan- 
dard of comparison, and for the unit of light, an clues wax candle. The San 
Francisco City and the Aubin gas cannot strictly be considered as entering into 
competition with each other. The materials from and the apparatus by which those 
companies manufacture are entirely different; so that, while both are in a high de- 
gree meritorious for their respective purposes, it is difficult to introduce between 
them a comparison for the object of awarding a premium, except in the single desi- 
deratum of the comparative purity and intensity of light given by their gases. 

, The committee visited the City Gas-Works, and report that they found the estab- 
lishment in the highest degree of efficiency and order. Not only are the works very 
perfect, smooth-working, and of substantial mechanical arrangement, but of a high 
degree of taste, and a gratifying attention to beauty of appearance and cleanliness 
have evidently influenced their construction and still influence their management. 
The committee do not remember to have seen, either in the Eastern States or in 
Europe, for its size, so handsome an establishment for the manufacture of gas, nor do 
they recollect anywhere to have seen coal gas of greater brilliancy and purity than 
this, our domestic manufacture. 

The committee ined, also, the apparatus by which rosin gas was made by the 
Aubin Gas Company, at the exhibition. The object of thei of this app 
was to provide simple, cheap, and almost portable gas-works, for villages, large iso- 
lated buildings (such as hotels and manufactories), or blocks of buildings remote from 
coal gas-works, and for private dwellings. For these purposes the Aubin gas appa- 
ratus is most admirably adapted, being cheap, safe, and not requiring the skill of an 
expert in its management. ° . “i ” ” ” 














i COMPARISON OF LIGHT. 

The rosin gas presented a clearer and whiter light, apparently purer, but of less 
volume and less illuminating power for the quantity of gas consumed than the coal 
gas. The space ia the Pavilion lit up by the Aubin gas was equal to about 1-14th of 
the whole building. The consumption from 53 burners was 100 feet per hour. Of 
the remaining 13-l4ths of the building, 12-l4ths were lighted by 206 lights, con- 
suming 665 feet per hour of the City gas. The consumption of rosin gas, in propor- 
tion to the area lighted, was nearly 2 feet for 1 foot of the City gas. At the same 
time, it must be remarked, that in purity, freedom from smell and smoke, and bright- 
ness, the rosin gas presented superior attraction in the exhibition. 

Experiments were made with the photometer on the two gases. The unit, or standard 
of light, was a wax candle, consuming 125 grains per hour. The same meter, photo- 
meter, burner, candle, and pressure, were used in all the experiments, and the same 
rules for determining the comparative luminous power of the lights were employed 
that have been established thoroughly by scientific men. 

_ The Aubin gaslight consumed 2 8-10ths feet of gas per hour. The intensity of its 
light was equal to 12:36 wax candles: which results in 1000 feet of gas thus burnt 
being equivalent to 551,875 grains, or nearly 79lbs. of candles, 

The City coal gaslight (tried at the exhibition) consumed 3 5-10ths feet of gas per 
hour. The intensity of the light was equal to 17-91 (nearly 18) candles: which 
results in 1000 feet of the gas being equivalent to 639,375 ins, or 91 1-3rd Ibs. of 
candles*. Professor Silliman found a difference in the illuminating power of the 
same gas of 20 per cent., between an experiment at the gas-works in New Haven, 
and at a point three-fourths of a mile distant. 

One of the committee, from curiosity, instituted an experiment on the San Francisco 
City coal gas, the same evening after the exhibition experiment, at the gas-works, 
using the same photometer, pressure of gas, burner, and candle, with the followin 
singular result :—The burner consumed 2 8-10ths feet per hour, and gave a light equa’ 
in intensity to 33°35 candles, or 1000 feet of gas, equalling 1,488,840 grains of wax 
candles, or 212 Ibs. 

As the coal from which this gas was made was superior to the average of coal used 
commonly, and as the walls of the room in which the experiment was made seemed 
to possess considerable reflective effect, a second experiment was determined upon, 
which took place on the evening of the 29th, on gas made from ordinary coal, and in 
the workshop of the gas company. In this experiment (all the implements being the 
same) the burner consumed 3°44 feet of gas per hour, and gave a light equal to 30°77 
wax candles: from which results, that 1000 feet of gas thus burnt is equivalent to 
159 7-10ths lbs, of wax candles. As no favouring circumstances attended this experi- 
ment, the committee consider it a fair test of the illuminating power of the gas at 
the gas-works. 

Taking as correct the experiments of Professor Silliman, that ‘* gas loses as much 
as 20 per cent. of its illuminating power in its distribution thrcugh pipes for distant 
use,” an approximately correct estimate of the City gas, as burnt by consumers, or 
at the exhibition, may be considered to be 1000 feet of gas, equal to 138 lbs. of wax 
candles. The comparative intensity of the gas experimented upon may be otherwise 
stated thus: A burner consuming 5 feet of rosin gas gives light equal to 22-07 
candles. A burner consuming 5 feet of coal gas, as per experiment at exhibition, 
equal to 25°58 candles. .A burner consuming 5 feet per hour, at gas-works (last 
experiment), equal to 44°70 candles. 

Finally, the committee recommend that the San Fr Gas Company be 
the first premium for gas of the best illuminating power, and that the Aubin Gas 
Company be awarded a complimentary premium for a highly-meritorious apparatus 
for manufacturing a clear, bright, and economical rosin gas, in a cheap, convenient, 
and easily-applied manner. A silver medal. 


LIGHTING OF MINES WITH GAS. 
INSTITUTION OF CIVIL ENGINEERS. 
Tugspay, Noy. 10, 1857. 
Rogert STEPHENSON, Esq., M.P., PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR. 

The First Meeting of the Session 1857-58 was occupied by receiving a 
ee “On Lighting Mines by Gas,” by Mr. Alexander Wright, Assoc. 
nst. C.E. 

The paper commenced by noticing the almost universal introduction of | 
gas for the purpose of illumination, and the causes of the attention of the | 
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present mode of employing tallow-candles or oil-lamps was found to be 
prejudicial to the health of the miners, whilst the light afforded was so in- 
adequate, that the men could not perform their duty properly. It was 
stated that the expenditure of oil and tallow in the mines of England might | 
be roughly estimated at £500,000 per annum. | 

In Cornwall and Devon alone there were about 30,000 men employed 
underground, who were lighted at an annual expense of £90,000 per annum; 
and in one of the large mines the annual expenditure for candles had | 
reached as high as £7000. | 

A general review of the state of lighting and ventilation of the Cornish 
mines induced the attention of the author to the introduction of gas for 
superseding candles and oil-lamps. An attempt had been previously made | 
at the Tresevean mine, in Gwennap, but it was abandoned. He concurred | 
that it was preferable to make the trial upon a mine where explosive gases | 
were not given off, as in coal mines, and where the work was closer and 
did not extend so rapidly. 

The Cornish mines varied in depth from 1000 to 2000 feet, with extensive 
lateral galleries, the approach to which was by a shaft with ladders, some- 
times twisted in all directions. Each miner in descending or in ascending 
stuck his candle in a lump of clay, by which it adhered to his hat; the 
wind caused it to flare, and not only to waste much tallow but to give off 








* Nore ny Commitree.—This test for the City gas was tried under unfavour- 
able cir tances, i h as the gas used had lain for 48 hours (from Saturday 
night, the 26th of September, till Monday night, the 28th) in the pipes in the 
building, becoming refrigerated and less luminous than if taken fresh from the 
main, and near the works, as was the case with the Aubin gas. 
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carbonaceous substances, which were swallowed by the men, and produced 
very prejudicial effects on their lungs. The first object, then, was to light 
the ladders, and afterwards to extend the system to the working chambers 
following the lode. The mine selected for the experiment was the Bal- 
leswidden mine; the depth of the shaft was described as being about 780 
feet, whence there branched out several levels and tramways at various 
depths, and in numerous directions. About 340 miners were employed 
underground, in two changes, or shifts, each of about eight hours’ duration. 
Each man worked about five days during the week underground, and one 
day above ground. b 

n the ordinary mode of lighting, each miner burned four candles in eight 
hours, obtaining only an inadequate light for the expense incurred. 

The gas which was introduced to this mine was manufactured at the 
surface, and was forced by a pump into a heavy gasholder, composed of 
cast-iron plates, whence it issued by a descending Pipe into the mine, under 
a pressure equal to 18°7 inches of water. The shaft and levels were fitted 
with wrought-iron tubes, proved by high pressure steam, and from the 
branches, flexible tubes and burners were carried into the pitches and 
chambers for the miners, and to the floors for picking the ore. The tram- 
ways, also, had a sufficient number of burners, to preclude the necessity for 
using any candles or lamps in the mine. : 

The quantity of gas consumed was about 4000 cubic feet per day, of two 
shifts of miners. 

The comparative expense of the two systems of lighting was stated to be 
much in favour of gas;—as the annual cost of candles was £834. 3s. 4d.— 
whereas that of gas was £487. 2s., including interest on plant, wear and 
tear, and all expenses. 

If several mines combined, the economy would be still greater; and 
when the system became more general, modifications would, doubtless, be 
advantageously introduced. 

It was stated that the sanitary condition of the mine was visibly im- 
proved;—the ventilation was better, and there was an entire absence of 
the sickening smoke and bad odour, previously pervading the mine, which 
the author believed to arise from some particular compounds of hydrogen 
and carbon, given off during the imperfect combustion of the candles. 

The advantages to be derived from the introduction of gas in copper, tin, 
lead, and other mines, and probably ultimately to coal mines, were stated 
to be:—1. A saving of nearly 50 per cent. of the annual cost. 2. The 
better work, on account of the increased light. 3. A saving in time to the 
workman, in not having the candle or lamp to attend to. 4. The improve- 
ment in the ventilation, and in the quality of the air breathed by the 
miners. 

The experiment was stated to have been completely successful, and 
there did not appear to be — | reason why the system should not be ex- 
tended to mines generally, and, under certain precautionary measures, to 
coal mines. 

DOVER LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH. 
THE LEAKAGE IN THE WATER-WORKS. 

The Surveyor has made the following report upon the leakage in the 
water-works and the mode of remedy :— 

TO THE LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH OF DOVER. 

Gentlemen,—In conformity with directions of the committee under date 22nd ult., 
that I should report to the board ‘‘ as to the steps to be taken to stop the existing 
leakage from the water-mains,” &c., I beg to state that, having in two former reports 
which the board imposed on me the responsibility of making, pointed out the cir- 
cumstances under which the waste or leakage exists, and also adverted to remedies 
which I consider should be applied for its prevention, I may limit this report to a 
brief statement of what is now requisite to be done, and the arrangements which I 
— necessary to be made in order to ensure success in the performance of the 
work. 

Assuming that the board appreciates the suggestions in my report of the 9th ult., 
to limit the net-work system of the mains in order to ascertain the localities in which 
the leakages exist, and for general convenience hereafter, the first operation will be 
to divide the town mains into districts by disconnecting many of the junctions, alter- 
ey position of such of the sluice-valves, and fixing terminal hydrants. ’ 

ut, before this can be effected, detailed plans must be carefully prepared, showing 
the proposed alterations in the dispositions of the mains, accompanied by explana- 
tory specifications. 

Experiments must then be entered upon, and careful search made, until all the 
leaks are discovered and remedied. For the performance of this service experienced 
and trustworthy men must be employed; but I will more particularly refer to this 
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similar instructions might with 
the water-rate. 

Respecting the head pressure on the mains, a punnent reduction is greatly to be 
desired, but it can only be partially accomplished with the present reservoir. I have 
already caused the pressure to be reduced by adjustments of the sluice-valves. 
through which a d in the ption of water has evidently taken place, 
eo the consumers have had every opportunity of drawing off as much water as 
heretofore. For the immediate reduction of the pressure, the readiest way is to par- 
tially close the cocks of some of the leading mains; but, to enable this to be done to 
the greatest advantage, a proper gauge should be fixed in the board’s yard in Russell 
Street, or some convenient spot, as an index to show whether the supply is inade- 
quate, or, on the other hand, the pressure unnecessarily high, so that the stop-cocks 
could be opened or closed accordingly. 

This plan, however, which at best is imperfect, serves rather to regulate the quan- 
tity passing through the cock than to reduce the pressure to any required extent ; 
and, under this arrangement, the effects of an increased demand would be to deprive 
the upper districts of a supply, and any diminution in the consumption result in at 
once putting the whole pressure on the mains, A regulator, however, with addi- 
tional advantages, may be adopted ; and I advise that a suitable valve be inserted in 
the 12-inch main leading from Laurestone to Eastbrook. 

The valve might be made capable of adjustment so as to take 80 feet or 100 feet off 
the head pressure, and would be self-acting under all rates of consumption. The 
cost would be about £25. 

In case of fire, or any circumstances requiring the full pressure, the 15-inch cock 
(which would be ordinarily shut) might be opened. 

To return, however, to the immediate object of this report, viz., the means to be 
adopted for carrying out the necessary work. I have already stated that the first 
thing to be performed is the preparation of detailed drawings showing the proposed 
alterations, with panying explanatory specifications and estimates as far as the 
nature of the work will admit of; and I shall be happy to receive the board’s in- 
structions to undertake this important business which, besides the reports I have 
already presented on this subject, would be services apart from my ordinary duties 
as surveyor. I will merely add that, should the board entrust to me the perform- 
ance of this work, my best attention will be given to secure an early and efficient 
completion of it. 

The next consideration is the manner of performing the work —whether by con- 
tract or by men employed directly by the board. Considering the indirect and hidden 
nature of the work, it is very doubtful whether a specification could be made out on 
which a contract could be satisfactorily based. 

There is also a great and evident disadvantage in putting out work connected with 
so important and delicate a portion of the town works as the water-mains. 

In preference, therefore, to contracting for this work, 1 am of opinion that efficiency 
would be secured and economy promoted, if the board entrusted the management and 
execution of works to their officers, employing a pipe-layer or fitter and labourers to 
do the required work. The articles and materials might, if thought desirable, be con- 
tracted for. In this view of the case, the surveyor would be the board’s resident en- 
gineer, and prepare all plans, specifications, &c., and exercise, under the committee, 
a general control. Mr. Gooch, now in charge of the pumping establishments— 
whose mechanical knowledge, together with the experience he has had in connexion 
with other water-works, renders him well fitted for the i diat g t of 
mechanical matters in connexion with the water supply—would prove a most efficient 
superintendent. I recommend that he should be requested to fill that office, and 
that the board arrange with him for the extra duties and responsibilities thereby im- 
posed upon him. 

It remains to arrange for the employment of the required workmen; and I am of 
opinion that a pipe-layer should be engaged for constant work, for, independently of 
the immediate object in question, the repairs, &c., of hydrants, valves, water-mains, 
connexions, and fittings, belonging to the town works, would afford ample employ- 
ment for him, and he could thus fulfil the duties of water inspector. The wages of 
such a man would be 5s, per day of ten hours’ work. The selection of this man, I 
consider, should be left to Mr. Gooch, as he will be responsible for the proper per- 
formance of the work he will have to do. 

These arrangements would, I am convinced, secure a great saving to the board, as, 
in addition to increased efficiency and saving of water, the necessity of contracting 
with or employing various tradesmen would in great part be obviated. 

In conclusion, it may not be superfluous if I endeavour to impress upon the board 
that arrangements once made and the work commenced, it will be absolutely essen- 
tial to success that it be carried out uninterruptedly and under one direction. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
Sutrana Villa, Dover, Nov. 4, 1857. Rowand REEs. 
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Explosion AT THE EquirasLe GAs-Works.—An accident occurred 
at these works on Wednesday morning last, arising from the carelessness 
of a workman, who, unfortunately, became the victim of his own impru- 
dence. The company have recently constructed an apparatus for extracting 
the ammonia from their gas by passing it through dilute sulphuric acid, on 
the plan pursued by Mr. George Evans at Brentford. The deceased had 





hereafter. 


been employed for some time as a plumber in lining the apparatus (old 








Price Current. 

































































CASTINGS, per Ton, COALS, 
: Average Weight of Cast-Iron Gas-Pipes, per Yard. NEWCASTLE, SCOTCH CANNEL, per ton. 
Ijin. 2in. Qin. 3in. din. Sin. Gin. 7in. Sin. Qin. l0in. 12in. _ Unstreened. 8. d. Boghead, at Leith. ...... 328,0d, 
———§| Whitwell Primrose. ... 6 3 perton| Kirkness, best. ........ 28 0 
16 21 =8 33. 5170 89S 107-126 =—149)S 177 ~S 208 Ibs. Medomsley and Burnhope, 6 6 ,, | Capeldrae, Ist quality ..... 20 0 
Yorkshire © .« 6 aes + so O©D @ - 2nd ,, sees 4 
| -* § Eighton Moor, New Pelton, Lesmahago, at Glasgow .... 25 0 
il Pri 5 to 10 t to "wn Peareth, South Pelaw. | 70 te Me oe ge Oe 
Retail —— per cent. ir ondon. Glasgow, castle. | Wales.| ge \ford- Washington Hutton, ood ” JArniston, .. 1.222502. 22 0 
° | | aes South Peareth. .... WER tb cocesesses OS 
H [Pelton ......++++ 7% 9 4 |Knightewood ......... 18 0 
£s. a.| £s.d.1 $s. d.| 8s.) £& s. a. Ramsay’s NewcastleCannel 16 0 ,, PME ccc co ceccsccens BO 
Pig Iron, No.1... .. ++ | 410 the PRE ERS eis 
1} and 2 inches Socket Pipes . . .| 715 0} 0 0 | N 
dads ws 7 5 615 OF O O17 5 O17 0 0 SUNDRIES. 
4 and5 ,, as ” ~- 7 5 0/610 0.615 0/7 0 O} 615 0 Best Newcastle fire-bricks . 60s. per 1000, Welch bar iron, in London £7. 15s. per ton 
6in. & upwards ,, - oo f 7 006 5 0} 6 5 0615 0} 6 5 0 mA . i clay . . 12s. per ton.| Foreign spelter ... . .£28.108. ,, 
Retorts, Ist fusion, hot blast. . .| 615 0} ... 615 0}7 0 0 615 0 Cliff's fire-bricks at Wortley, 57s.6d.p. 1000 English block tin .....£126 ,, 
.. eo Mes scat Bua. 7.0 0,7 5 0| 7 0 O | Tough cake copper. . £121. 10s. perton.| Banca ,, ,, 65st * 
Tank Plates, § thick and above . .| 7 5 4 6 10 . 615 d 700 615 0 English pig lead . . . . . .£23.108.,, | Tarred rope yarn... . . . 26s. per cwt. 
' 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBING, subject to 40 per cent. Discount. FREIGHTS, per Ton. 
Soares Coastwise—Neweastl Foreign. 
2 inches. | 14 inch. | ljinch. | 1 inch. Z inch. Zinch, | Chatham& Roches- 7s.3d/ Boulogne ... . 8. 0d 
Cork... . .[ter 10 3 Barcelona . . 20 to 23 0 
s. d, s. d. s d, s. d, 8s. d. ® @ Retr. cece oe TS ORE wc cece ll © 
Patent welded tubes, from 2 to 12 feet, per foot 1 8 z © 0 10 0 7 0 56 S Gee meeee s o-n ce co OIG cc ccces me © 
e re - 6 in. to 18 in., each 3.0 2 0 1 9 1 3 1 0 0 9 | ExeterQuay ... 9 6/Calais.......9 0 
Cornecting pieces, or long screws ...... 3 66 2 3 2 0 1 6 . 3 0 11 | Folkestone ,... 7 9} Dieppe ......10 6 
Bends, springs, and elbows—wrought iron . . 369 2 3 1 9 1 0 0 10 © 6 § Mactings....- 8 OiGemes.cccccrc® © 
eee eee 4 0 2 6 2 0 1 6 oa 0 10 J London. ..... 7 0} Hamburg .....12 0 
Crosses, wrought or cast... 1.2 +e ee 4 6 3 0 2 6 2 0 . € 1 2 | Lowestoft & Yar- 5 3/Havre.......11 0 
PPGCOME cco cr ccceeseseoess, W 6 9 6 7 6 4 6 3 3 2 6 yon, .. {mouth 5 6/Leghorn, . , 20 to 21 0 
E with brass plug. .......+.+.j| 28 O 16 0 13 0 7 0 5 6 4 6 [ Portsmouth,... 8 6/Lisbon ,....,.15 0 
Diminishing sockets, caps, plugs, and nipples, 1 3 0 9 0 8 0 6 0 5 0 4 § Plymouth, .... 9 0} Rotterdam. ....9 9 
EE 6 6 66 68 60 8 4 ee ew 8 1 0 0 8 0 7 0 5 0 4 OQ 3 § Whitstable.... 6 9 /|Stettin.......9 6 
er 16 0 14 «(0 13 6 13 0 12 (0 Weymouth .... 9 0O| Trieste & Vemice. . 24 0 
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wet purifiers) with lead, and was constantly cautioned against using light. 
The purifiers were completed, and some of them had been in action for 
four or five days. The one in question was not in use, buthad been charged 
with gas the day before the accident. The deceased was instructed to 
lengthen the leg of the syphon (a $-inch lead pipe) through which the acid 
was poured into the vessel; but, instead of carrying out his instructions, 
he — to unsolder the pipe from the purifier with a very hot iron, 
and thus exploded it, causing thereby his own death. No injury was done 
to the premises or plant, except the destruction of the purifier itself, and 
the labourer attending the deceased was but slightly injured. 

THe New Mayor or Ipswicu.—At the meeting of the Town Council 
of Ipswich, held on the 9th inst., Mr. Ebenezer Goddard, the respected en- 

eer of the Ipswich Gas Company, was elected Mayor for the ensuing year. 

. Alderman Burton, in proposing Mr. Goddard, said that, in mentioning 
his name, he was sure it was one that would be acceptable to all parties, 
whether connected with the professions, with trade, commerce, or manufac- 
ture; because, when a gentleman holding the position amongst them his 
friend did, discharged the duties of that position with success to himself and 
credit to the town and neighbourhood in which he resided—if he had done 
that, and at the same time maintained a character that was irreproachable, 
he was not only qualified to be the chief magistrate of an important town 
like Ipswich, but of the chief city in the Aa 9 Mr. Goddard had done all 
this; and, in addition to that good common sense which so peculiarly cha- 
racterized him, he believed he might say of Mr. Goddard that he would 
“ do justice and love mercy;” and, if it pleased God they should meet here 
this time twelvemonths, he had no doubt every gentleman present would 
say that in Mr. Goddard a desirable choice had been made for the chief 
magistrate of this borough. He therefore proposed that Mr. Ebenezer God~- 
dard be the mayor for the ensuing year.—Mr. G. Mason, jun., seconded the 





nomination, which was supported by Mr. Alderman Head, Mr. Fox, and Mr. 
Whimper, and declared to be carried. In acknowledging the honour conferred 
upon him, the Mayor- Evect said: Gentlemen of the council,—I feel at aloss 
for language adequate to express my sense of the honour you have now con- 
ferred upon me. Conscious of my own deficiency, I have not, at any time, 
either directly or indirectly, made any pretension to so exalted a position; 
and had I consulted ~ own feelings, I should have continued simply as a 
member of this council; but, gentlemen, we all have duties to perform, pub- 
lic as well as private; and when you, as the representatives of my fellow- 
townsmen, call upon me to preside over the affairs of this my native town, 
it would ill become me to decline such an honour. For well nigh forty | 
years I have resided among you, and for upwards of ten years I have been | 
a member of this council board, and I can regard the vote of this day only 
as an expression of your confidence and esteem, both as to my public cha- 
racter and my private life. Gentlemen, in the discharge of the new and re- 
sponsible duties which you have now imposed upon me, I look to God alone 
for that wisdom which is profitable to direct. In presiding over the delibe- 
rations of the council, I shall endeavour to give to every subject which may 
be brought before us the fullest opportunity for its free and fair discussion. 
In the general business of the town, I shall devote so much of my energies 
as I can, consistently with the discharge of my other duties;and in the office 
of chief magistrate, I shall hope for the counsel and co-operation of my ex- 
cellent friend the ex-mayor, and of those gentlemen who compose the Bench | | 
of Magistrates of this borough, who have at all times administered the law so | | 
much to their own honour, and so much to the satisfaction of the town. My | | 
best energies shall be put forth for the suppression of vice in every form, | | 
and for the promotion of those measures which shall tend to the social and | | 
moral elevation of the people. Gentlemen, I again thank you for the honour | | 
you have now conferred upon me. | 














Advertisements. 





LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 


ay 





ORLANDO BROTHERS, 
MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 


« AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


TUBULAR GLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 
FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 





 «* THOMAS EDGE, 
MANUFACTURER OF PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, 


AND GENERAL GAS APPARATUS AND FITTING WORKS, 
59, GREAT PETER STREET, WESTMINSTER, LONDON. 


Station Meters, Experimental Meters, and Gasholders; Governors, Pressure Registers, By-pass and Slide-Valves, 
Photometers, &c. 









































PATENT DRY METER, with 
ECCENTRIC ROTARY VALVE. 


liable to become defective. 


SECTION OF VALVE. 


PATENT 
LEVER VALVE WET METER. 








THOMAS EDGE, from his long and intimate experience of Dry Meters, being aware of the great imperfections which exist in the valves of all those hitherto in 1} 
use (whether made by himself or other manufacturers), notwithstanding their extensive use by several Gas Companies, has the pleasure to announce that he is at length | | 
enabled to introduce to their notice a Meter (invented by Mr. Hyams), with a Valve the peculiar movement of which must commend itself to every scientific man as not | | 


It is well known that the Valvular Surfaces of all Dry Meters hitherto made, whether slide or rotary, very soon become separated, and allow a portion of the || 

















gas to pass through unregistered. The reason of this is, that by the erroneous principle upon which these valves are constructed every particle of deposit from the gas | | 
is constantly carried along the same path without ever being removed, and thus a gradual accretion of solid matter takes place, and the valve-cover is lifted from its seat. || 

Mr. Hyams has, however, effectually remedied this fatal defect by the invention of his ECCENTRIC ROTARY VALVE, the great peculiarity of which is that! | 
the valve-cover revolves freely about its centre, while the centre itself is carried through a small circle about the main-shaft of the instrument by the eccentric which | | 
connects the two. The combined motions thereby cause every point in the surface of the valve-cover to describe a constantly-varying epicycloidal curve, and therefore | | 
produces a perfect wiping action, by which ail extraneous matter is immediately removed. E ay : : : SN 

The Diaphragms in this Improved Meter being formed of almost solid plate surfaces, do not admit of any variation in the measuring-chambers, while the friction is | | 
reduced to the smallest amount by the very few joints in the Diaphragms; and the general simplicity of the Meter will be obvious to every one. 1} 

T. E. continues to manufacture large numbers of his PATENT LEVER VALVE WET METERS, so generally used by Gas Companies, upwards of 70,000 of 
them having been called for since the Patent was granted. This Meter is the only one which cannot be tampered with to the injury of either the Gas Company | 


or the Consumer. 


GAS-WORKS ERECTED FOR LIGHTING TOWNS AND NOBLEMEN’S AND GENTLEMEN’S MANSIONS. _|| 
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RETORT AND BOILER SETTING, 


FREDERICK SIMMONDS, Sen., 
No. 19, York Street NortTH, Hackney Roap. 
Thirty years RETORT SETTER to some of the leading 
London and Provincial Gas Companies,to whom he can 
refer, begs leave to draw attention to his economical 
moce of Setting Clay or Iron Retorts, &c. 

F. 8. will engage to provide all materials and labour, 
or labour only. 


ADDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 


Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire Bricks, and every 
description of Fire Clay Goods. 


WHITEHOUSE and CO., 
BOILER & GASHOLDER MAKERS, 
GLOBE PATENT TUBE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, 

Beg to draw the attention of Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Article 
they manufacture, both in respect of the ironemployed, 
and the perfect manner in which it 1s welded; in 
proof of which they can refer to the testimonials of the 
most eminent Gas Engineers, and the experience of 
the principal of the large Gas Companies of the kingdom, 

Orders promptly executed. 


SHEEN, Gas and Railway 
¢ Lantern Maker, 904, Holborn Hill, begs to 
inform Managers of Gas-Works, &c., that she con- 
tinues to contract and supply Lanterns on reasonable 
terms, and keep them in repair by the year. 


ALFRED PENNY, 
ENGINEER, 
WENLOCK IRON WORKS, 
WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 


Mr. Penny begs to inform Gas and Water Compa- 
nies that he undertakes the erection of new, or the 
alteration of existing, works; and that he may be con- 
sulted generally on all matters connected with gas and 
water supply. He is also prepared to supply best Cold- 
blast Retorts, Socket-Pipes, and Connections, Iron 
Borings, &c. &c., and all the necessary Castings used 
in Gas and Water-Works. 

*,* Country orders executed with care and despatch, 


ALTER MABON, Engineer, 
ARDWICK IRON WoRKS, FAIRFIELD STREET, 
MANCHESTER, 
Manufacturer of 

IRON TANKS for Gasholders, Railway Stations, &c. 

GASHOLDERS.—Extensive premises at Gorton, 
solely for the manufacture of Gasholders, and other 
heavy Wrought- Iron Structures. 

GAS APPARATUS.—W. M. has an extensive assort- 
ment of patterns for Purifiers from 4 feet to 15 feet 
square, also round ones from 4 feet to 10 feet diameter; 
Scrubbers, Condensers, Washers, Columns, Girders, 
and Tripod Patterns, suitable for Gasholders, from 
10 feet to 150 feet diameter, either Single-lift or Tele- 
scope. Contractor for Gas Works of any Magnitude, 
Designs, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 

WROUGHT and CAST IRON ROOFS for Railway 
Stations, Gas Works, Warehouses, and Sheds, pre- 
pared for Slates or for Corrugated Iron. 

IRON HOUSES, either for Dwellings, Manufac- 
tories, or Public Buildings, 

PIPESand VALVES, for Gas and Water, from 2inches 
to 48 inches bore. 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION, 
EXPLOSIONS PREVENTED 


by using the Tubes and Fittings Manufactured 


b 
, JOHN RUSSELL and CO., 
whose Goods are all well Tested and Warranted. 
Inventors and first manufacturers of Lap-welded Flues 
for Locomotive and Marine Boilers. 
John Russell and Co. are the Original Manufacturers, 
and at present the Holders, of the Patent for Tubes. 
WAREHOUSES, 
69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON. 
MANUFACTORY, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, CHURCH HILL, 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE, 


GAS ENGINEERING OFFICES, 
104, LEADENHALL STREET, LONDON (E.C.). 


GEORGE ANDERSON, 
GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
begs to draw the attention of Gas Companies to his 
Patented Apparatus, which are now specified and ex- 
tensively used by Engineers, including his 
DIRECT-ACTING PISTON EXHAUSTER, 
which may be had, either combined with the Engine; 
combined with both Engine and Boiler, and Portable ; 
or separate, by itself. Also, his 
FOUR-WAY PURIFIER, CHANGING BY- 
PASS, & SHUT-OFF VALVE, 
one of which answers the purpose of THREE ordi- 
nary Valves, in connecting Purifiers, or in shutting 
off and passing a Station-Meter, or other apparatus. 


Also his 

RETORT SETTINGS, 
by which any number of Retorts, up to Twenty, can 
be heated by one Coke and one Tar Fire, reducing the 
fuel account in many instances to one-half of what it 
how is, and without the production of any smoke. 

Mr. Anderson has been extensively engaged for the 
last ten years in the Construction and Management of 
Gas-Works, and all his improvements have been 
brought into successful operation under his own eye 
previous to being submitted to the public. 

Circulars, giving references and every information, 
may be obtained on application as above. 
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BOYLE’S 


PATENT SILVERED 


GLASS REFLECTORS 


are the most durable, and are cheaper and better than any other. 


HULETT and CO., Sole Agents, 


Patentees of the only really good 


MERCURIAL GAS-REGULATOR, 


which can be had any size from half an inch upwards, 


55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON. 
An extensive assortment of every kind of Gas-fittings always on hand. Glass Lustres, &c. 





WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO., 
(Successors to the late Samuel Crosley), 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, 


Beg to announce that, in addition to the manufacture of GAS-METERS, they continue the manufacture 
of METERS for MEASURING WATER, SPIRITS, &c., commenced, under Patent in 1849, by the late Mr. 


William Parkinson. 


These Meters are as simple and durable as the Gas-Meter, and as correct as that instrument in the 


registration of the fluids passing through them. 








JOSEPH BOULTON, 
PATENT DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
and also Maker of his Improved WATER METERS, 

No. 28, BAGNIGGE-WELLS-ROAD, CLERKENWELL, 
adjoining the Police a ofNo.1, Coppice-row, 


Experimental and Station Meters of any size made 
to order on the shortest notice.—Governors, Pressure 
Registers, Gas-cooking Stoves, and every description 
of Gas Apparatus. 


J. CLIFF’S 
FIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &c. 












MERNEWPON. 
AGENT 

WHARF R&¢CO0DS STATION | __ 

RINGS Cross == 


LONDON 





Orders for London and South of England to be ad- 
dressed to Mr. Newron, Agent for the District, Park 
House, Thornhill Road, IsLINGTON (N.). 

N.B.—A few Retorts of each size, and alarge stock 
ot — and Lumps, always on hand at the above 
Wharf. 





WEST and GREGSON, 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
UNION-STREET, OLDHAM. 

Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 
Registers, Gauges, Experimental Gasholders, Go- 
vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &c. 

W. and G. would respectfully call the attention of 
Gas Engineers and Managers to their Station-meters, 
having made and erected the largest in use at the 
present time, two of which may be seen at the Stock- 
port and Liverpool Gas Works, on application to the 
respective Engineers. 


BRYAN, M‘CRACKEN AND CO., 
3, INDIAN Kine’s CouRT, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 
Contracts made for all kinds of Cast and Wrought Iron 
Gas and Water Apparatus, Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks, 
Coals, &c.—Prices, and Lists of Freights and Carriage 
sent on application. 
ROBERT MACLAREN & C0O., 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 

Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 


an improved Patent. General lronfounders, Gas En- 
gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 


J ONES, Iron Merchant, 6, Bank- 
] SIDE, has long been known to sell the 
following Castings at prices lower than any other house 
in London :—Socketand Flange Pipes, Kends, Branches 
and Tees, Syphons, Lamp-posts, Rain-water Pipes, &c.; 
also, Hot Water Pipes, Elbows, Tees, Cylindrical and 
Saddle Boilers, and every Fitting for the same: Draw- 
ings and Prices of the above on application to J. Jongs, 
Iron Bridge Wharf, 6, BANKSIDE, near the Southwark 
Iron Bridge. 


NOTICE.— INFRINGEMENT OF PATENT. 


RICKMER’S Patent Metallic Pack- 
ING for Steam-Engines, Pistons, Piston-Rod 
Stuffing-Boxes, Pumps, &c.—Notice is hereby given 
that a perpetual Injunction of the High Court of Chan- 
cery has been obtained by Messrs. OASTLER and 
PALMER, trading under the Firm of ALEX, ROSS 
and CO., Grange Mills, Bermondsey, against Messrs. 
LITTLE and CHAMBERS, of Manchester, to restrain 
them from further infringing the above Patent; and 
that the above Packing can only be obtained of Messrs. 
ALEX. ROSS and CO., Grange Mills, Bermondsey, 
LoNnDvON (the Proprietors of the Patent), or by their 
authorised Agents. 

MILL BANDS, HOSE PIPES, & FIRE BUCKETS 
made to order from the best-selected Oak-Bark Tanned 
Leather. 

Prices Current to be had on application. 











S. & E. RANSOME & CO., 
31, ESSEX STREET, Stranp, LONDON (W.C.), 
beg to call attention to their 


GAS HEATING & COOKING STOVES 
Price, from 18s, 6d. each, and upwards, 
WHOLESALE AGENTS FOR 
MEAD’S PATENT DRY GAS-REGULATORS, 
GODDARD’S DUPLEX & ECONOMIC BURNERS 
GAS BATHS, HEATING COILS, TORCHES, &c. 


Also 
SCHAEFFER’S PATEN T STEAM-PRESSURE 
GAUGES, 


ana 
JOHNSTON’S PATENT ALARM WHISTLES, 
for preventing Explosions in Steam-Boilers, 
Drawings and Prices sent on application. 


GEORGE CUTLER, 
GASHOLDER MAKER, 
No. 8, WENLOCK-ROAD, CITY-ROAD, 
LONDON. 

Contracts for Tanks, Gasholders, Roofs, Purifiers, 
and all descriptions of Gas Apparatus executed on the 
most reasonable terms. Improved Slide Valves, Steam, 
and Range Boilers, and Smiths’ Work, of the best 
materials and workmanship. 

JOHN BENT, 
MANUFACTURER OF GAS METERS, 
283, BELL Barn Roap, 
BIRMINGHAM, 
(Established 1830), 
Begs respectfully to call the attention of Gas Compa- 
nies, Engineers, &c., to his WET GAS METER 
made upon the most improved principles, the most ad- 
mirable materials, and warranted to register correctly. 








IRTLEY IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 

Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas Works and Water Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nections of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 
. Office in London, Mr, E, M. PERKINs, 78, Lombard 
treet. 








NOW READY, 


Vo. V. of the JOURNAL of GAS 
LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- 

TARY IMPROVEMENT, for 1856, price 2ls., bound 

in cloth and lettered. A few copies of Vols. II., IIL, 

and IV. are still on sale. 

W. B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 





JAMES FEATHERSTONE, 


ENGINEER, 
Manufacturer of GASHOLDERS, IRON ROOFS, and 
every description of Gas Apparatus. 
ALLIANCE IRON Works, 
CLAYTON, near MANCHESTER. 





PATENT GAS METER MANUFACTORY, _ 
No. 66, Snow-hill, London, 
by the 


ILLIAM SMITH, 


improvements he has made in the Wet Meter, 
and which he has secured by her Majesty’s Royal 
Letters Patent, the accuracy of their registry is ren- 
dered certain by the introduction of the adjustin 
slide and hydraulic, whereby a Perfect Water Leve 
is readily obtained, and the Hydraulic precludes the 
possibility of abstracting water from the meter by in 
creased& pressure or otherwise, thus surmounting the 
great desideratum of the Wet Meter. In his Patent 
Equitable Gas Meter neatness and strength are com- 
bined, the backs and fronts of the case being stamped 
by powerful machinery out of thick plate iron (tinned 
or galvanized); and the internal construction is of the 
best metal, which will resist the action of any impurity 
in the gas, 

Old Meters may readily have the adjusting slide and 
hydraulic applied, thereby having accurate measure- 
ment assured. 

Station Meters, Governors, &c.,made on the shortest 
notice. 
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ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 


GAS ENGINEER, MANUFACTURER OF GAS-METERS, GOVERNORS, AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF GAS APPARATUS, 
55, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER. 
CONSUMERS’ METERS at the List Price, with a Liberal Di tto Wholesale Purch Se 
THOMPSON’S BROMINE TEST, £1. 1s.—Bromine, 3s. per Ounce. 
BISULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, £2. 2s. 
APPARATUS FOR DETERMINING THE HEATING POWER OF SAMPLES OF COAL AND OTHER DESCRIPTIONS OF FUEL, £5. 5s., 
INVENTED BY LEWIS THOMPSON, Esg@., M.R.C.S, 
REGISTERING PRESSURE GAUGE, Net Price, £8. Glass Shade, 10s. extra. 
STATION METERS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, &c. 


JAMES OAKES and CO., F. & C. OSLER, 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 
AND ° 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 44, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
cIT Manufactory—Broad-street, Birmingham, 


Y ROAD, LONDON, 
Bog to inform Gesend Water Companies and the public, MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 


that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, FOR GAS 


in general use in Gas and Water Works, including 
best cold-blast Iron Reterts, Socket and Flange Pipes 
(Made from ‘“‘ReGistzRED’’ Dgesians), with Glass BRANCHES, &c.; suitable 
for DRAWING-RoOMS and BALL-RooMS. The more extensive use of Gas in 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OSLER to direct their particular atten- 
tion to the manufacture of this class of articles—which, with a view to their 
a} general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 
’ a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 


THBATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LIGHTED BY ESTIMATE 
ON THE LOWEST TERMS, 











of all sizes, Bends, Branches, Syphons, Lamp Columns 
of various patterns, &c. 

N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
ate attention. 

CHARLES HorsLey, Agent. 

C. H. is prepared to carry out the warming and ven- 
tilation of public buildings, &c. ; also civil engineering 
in general, 














FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
JOHN SWARBRICEK, 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT COMPOSITION CLAY RETORTS, 
FIRE BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, SHAPE, AND SIZE, &c. &c. 











HIGHER EANAM, BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


These RETORTS are generally used in the Gas-works of Preston, Accrington, Bury, Heywood, Middleton, Rochdale, Ratcliffe; the Mills of Messrs. Horrocks, | | 
Miller, and Co., Preston, &c. &c., and are unequalled in having afforded general satisfaction to those who have given these Retorts a trial. | 
To meet the increasing demand, the Works at Little Harwood have been greatly enlarged ; and Gas Engineers who may favour with an Order may rely with confidence 
on their being promptly supplied with an article not to be surpassed in finish or durability. 


PRICES MODERATE. i] 
| 
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FIRE-CLAY GAS RETORTS. | 
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Lillis’ | ESTABLISHED IN 1795. : 


98 $$ JOSEPH CLIFF, iy | 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, near LEEDS. | 


THESE RETORTS are unrivalled in excellence, being the BEST FINISHED INTERNALLY, and THE MOST CORRECT IN FORM, of any in the | 
ingdom. From the peculiar composition used in working up the face of the material, they are rendered unusually smooth, close, and FREE FROW | 
SURFACE CRACKs, thus, in a great measure, preventing leakage and the adhesion of carbon to their interior surface. 

To meet the yearly increasing demand of UPWARDS OF THIRTY SEASONS and to carry out the late improvements in the manufacture, 
the Premises have been re-erected and much enlarged, and Engineers may rely WITH CONFIDENCE on their orders being completed with a greater 
regard to despatch than by any other House. | 

THE WORKS ARE WELL SITUATED | 
LONDON, LIVERPOOL, 
For EXPORT from the Ports of HULL, MIDDLESBRO’, 


HARTLEPOOL, and STOCKTON. 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, GUARDS, TILES, AND CLAY, of the same quality. 
M. B. NEWTON, London Agent, No. 4 Wharf, King’s Cross Goods’ Stations 

























HULETT AND CO, 55 ann s6, HIGH HOLBORN, 
PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the NATIONAL GAS METER, 


Beg to inform the Proprietors of Gas Companies, and the Trade generally, that, having completed their new Gas-Meter 
Manufactory, they are now enabled to supply, with despatch, a very superior article, and can confidently warrant the same to 
be equal in quality and workmanship to any Gas-Meter ever made. Manufacturers of 


GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, PILLARS, BRACKETS, 
PENDANTS, 


AND EVERY ARTICLE CONNECTED WITH 
GAS FITTINGS. 
GAS COOKING APPARATUS, IMPROVED ALBERT, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
SHADOWLESS GAS BURNERS, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, &c. &.; CAST AND WROUGHT IRON PIPE; 


COPPER, TIN, BRASS, and COMPOSITION TUBING. 
D. HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER, 
by which Mains, Service Pipes, and the interior Fittings of a House, may be cleaned out in a few minutes. Price 60s. net. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Improved Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books, with every description of Gas Fittings and Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, price 10s. 
Price Lists sent free, on receipt of envelope, addressed, and enclosing two postage stamps. 
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